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The meeting commenced at 9.01am. 

PRESENT: Mayor Cr MW Curran (Chairman), Crs MA McDonald, GC Hartwig, 

MS Gear, DW Dodt, HT Smerdon, WR Leitch and RA Fredman. 

Also in attendance were Chief Executive Officer (Mr B Smith), Director, 

Corporate and Community Services (Ms P Gordon), Director 

Infrastructure Services (Mr D Scordalides), Chief Financial Officer 

(Mr M Booth), Management Accountant (Ms D Hatherell), Coordinator 

Rates and Leasing (Ms M James) and Minutes Clerk (Ms T Byrne). 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Cr DW Dodt made the following acknowledgement: 

Let me acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we 

meet today, I pay my respects to the elders of the past, present and 

emerging. 

SECTION 1: APOLOGIES / LEAVE OF ABSENCE  

Leave of advance for this meeting was previously granted to Councillor 

DH Stewart. 

M01/05/19 Moved Cr WR Leitch Seconded Cr DW Dodt 

That the leave of absence for Cr Stewart for today’s meeting be noted. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr MW Curran, Cr MA McDonald, Cr WR Leitch, Cr DW Dodt, Cr MS Gear, 

Cr GC Hartwig, Cr HT Smerdon and Cr RA Fredman 

AGAINST: Nil 

SECTION 2: DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS 

The Mayor asked if any Councillor needed to disclose an interest in any 

agenda item. 
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SECTION 3: CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

3.1 Amendment to 2019/20 Schedule of Fees and Charges 

PORTFOLIO: Governance, Finance, Disaster Management 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate and Community Services 

DOC ID: 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN 

STRATEGIC THEMES: 

1. Our Infrastructure – well planned, integrated and safe

2. Our Community – active, diverse, creative and engaged

3. Our Economy – dynamic, productive and resilient

4. Our Environment – sustainable, well-managed and accessible

5. Our Organisation – accountable, responsive, efficient and innovative

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION

Council has the legislative capacity to adopt a schedule of fees and charges as

part of its annual budget process. Section 97 of the Local Government Act

2009 provides Council with the ability to fix cost recovery fees, and section 262

of the Act provides the power to charge for a service or facility, other than a

service or facility for which a cost recovery fee may be fixed.

On the 24 April 2019, Council adopted its 2019/20 Schedule of Fees and 

Charges which included charges relating to waste management 

Subsequent to the 2019/20 Fees and Charges document being adopted, 

further consideration has been given with regard to the impacts of the State 

Government Waste Levy and Waste Levy Rebate. As a result of these 

considerations, an amendment to the fees for Gympie self-hauled domestic 

waste is now proposed. 

2. REPORT

It is proposed that in order to best reflect the requirements of the legislation

and improve overall transparency, three additional fees be added to the

2019/20 Fees and Charges document in relation to Gympie residents’ self-

hauled domestic waste:

Waste Management

 Year 18/19 (inc 

GST where 

applicable) 

 Year 19/20 (inc 

GST where 

applicable) 

Disposal of MSW (Gympie Region Residents only)

Car or 240L wheelie bin (per entry) 5.40 5.50 

Single axle trailer, ute, van (per entry) 17.00 17.50 

Large (dual axle) tailer, ute, van (per entry) 36.00 37.00 
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3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Fees and Charges represent a significant revenue source for Council. To enable 

Council to collect revenue from the proposed 2019/20 Fees and Charges, 

adoption of these proposed Fees and Charges by Council is required prior to 

the commencement date of the 2019/20 Financial Year. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The adoption of the 2019/20 Schedule of Fees and Charges is in accordance 

with Council policy and the Local Government Act 2009. 

5. CONSULTATION 

Consultation has been undertaken with Councillors, Chief Executive Officer, 

Directors, Manager of Waste Services and Finance and Risk Officers during the 

8 May 2019 Workshop.  

6. CONCLUSION 

Amendments to Council’s 2019/20 Fees and Charges are required in order to 

reflect the most recent discussions around the Waste Levy and associated 

rebate.  
 

M02/05/19 Moved Cr DW Dodt Seconded Cr MA McDonald  

That Council adopts the amendments to 2019/20 Fees and Charges as 

outlined in this report. 

Carried  

 FOR: Cr MW Curran, Cr MA McDonald, Cr WR Leitch, Cr DW Dodt, Cr MS Gear, 

Cr GC Hartwig, Cr HT Smerdon and Cr RA Fredman 

AGAINST: Nil 

 



Special Meeting Minutes 15 May 2019 5 
 

Gympie Regional Council 

 

3.2 Adoption of 2019-20 Draft  Budget for Public Consultation 

PORTFOLIO: Governance, Finance, Disaster Management 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate and Community Services 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

STRATEGIC THEMES: 

1. Our Infrastructure – well planned, integrated and safe 

2. Our Community – active, diverse, creative and engaged 

3. Our Economy – dynamic, productive and resilient 

4. Our Environment – sustainable, well-managed and accessible 

5. Our Organisation – accountable, responsive, efficient and innovative 

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

Section 169 (Preparation and contents of budget) and Section 172 (Revenue 

Statement) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 requires Council to 

adopt an annual budget and revenue statement, as well as make a range of 

consequential decisions. 

 

Section 205 (Statement of estimated financial position) of the Local 

Government Regulation 2012 requires the Chief Executive Officer to present a 

statement of estimated financial position stating the financial operations, and 

financial position of the local government for the previous financial year. 

 

As part of the 2019-20 Budget process, a budget document has been 

prepared outlining the proposed Gympie Regional Council Budget 2019/2020 

to allow for public consultation prior to formal adoption. 

 

This is the second year Council has incorporated a community consultation 

phase in the preparation of its budget. 

2. REPORT 

The Gympie Regional Council’s 2019/20 budget has been developed within a 

fiscally responsible framework to deliver enhanced livability and long term 

financial sustainability. 

 

Our operating budget is under continual pressure, not unlike all government 

agencies, but has been developed acknowledging the importance of a 

responsible approach to rate increases and the importance of equity. 
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Significant factors will see an increase in our operational budget:  

 increase in depreciation of $2M  

 wage increases  

 a doubling in election expenses  

 some significant increase in service levels with regard to public 

conveniences which Council considers is warranted  

 a major increase in the cost of operating the animal pound by the RSPCA. 

 increase in insurance premiums 

 

Council is also well down the path of understanding the real cost of operating 

its water and sewerage service, and how some ratepayers who do not have 

this service are subsidising those who do.  

 

Council is conscious of cost of living pressures and to address all of these 

issues at the same time would be unreasonable for the ratepayer. Hence 

Council has made the conscious and responsible decision to run an 

operational deficit for the 2019/2020 year with the future priority to return to 

surplus. 

 

Prudent and responsible financial management requires the Council to now 

return to a more typical operational cycle with a staged return to modest 

operating results over the medium term to minimize the impact on 

Ratepayers.   

 

The draft 2019/20 budget has an operational component of $99.6 million and 

an associated $31.8 million capital program. Some of the significant highlights 

of the budget include: 

 A budget which includes a net surplus of $2.1 million 

 Ratepayers receiving a rate increase of 2.0% unless impacted by the 

property re-valuation 

 

Attached to this report is an information pack which highlights the proposed 

Gympie Regional Council Budget 2019/2020, to be released to facilitate public 

comment. 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Council’s adoption of the 2019/20 Budget sets the annual budget for the 

financial year. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Council’s adoption of 2019/20 Budget sets Council’s fiscal policy for the 

financial year. 

5. CONSULTATION 

The budget is the result of a number of Councillor workshops. Many of the 

projects in the capital program have incorporated significant community 

consultation. 
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6. CONCLUSION 

The attached information pack has been prepared to facilitate public 

community consultation prior to formal consideration of the budget by the 

Council. 

 

A key part of the consultation process will be the opportunity for members of 

the community to make a submission in person to councillors to support their 

written submission. The attachment outlines further details regarding this 

initiative. 

 

It must be noted that this report does not incorporate all of the statutory 

details required when council formally adopts the final budget but rather 

facilitates the community consultation phase. 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

⇩1. Gympie Regional Council Draft Budget 2019/2020 Overview  
  

M03/05/19 Moved Cr MW Curran Seconded Cr DW Dodt  

That Council approves the attached document outlining the Gympie 

Regional Council Draft Budget 2019/2020 Overview for release for public 

comment. 

Carried  

 FOR: Cr MW Curran, Cr MA McDonald, Cr WR Leitch, Cr DW Dodt, Cr MS Gear, 

Cr GC Hartwig, Cr HT Smerdon and Cr RA Fredman 

AGAINST: Nil 

     

T
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SECTION 4: ATTACHMENTS 

3.2 Adoption of 2019-20 Draft  Budget for Public Consultation 

ATTACHMENT 1 GYMPIE REGIONAL COUNCIL DRAFT BUDGET 2019/2020 

OVERVIEW ....................................................................................................... 9 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.16am 

Confirmed this TWENTY-SECOND day of MAY 2019 

________________________ 

Cr MW Curran  

CHAIRMAN 
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