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The meeting commenced at 9.07am 

PRESENT: Mayor Cr GC Hartwig (Chairman), Crs J Milne, NG Jensen, SA Waldock, BM 

Devereaux, DH Stewart, HT Smerdon, WA Polley and RA Fredman. 

  

Also in attendance were: 

Chief Executive Officer (Mr R Jennings), Director – Community Sustainability (Ms A Stengl), 

Director – Corporate Services (Mr D Lewis), Director – Infrastructure Services (Mr G O’Byrne), 

Manager Governance, Integrity and Risk (Mrs L Hatch), Manager – Finance (Mrs D Hatherell), 

Manager – Planning (Ms T Stenholm), Manager Compliance (Mr D Rogers) and Minutes 

Clerks (Ms C Kennedy and Mrs T Bannan) 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

Councillor Milne offered the following acknowledgement on behalf of Councillors of the 

Gympie Regional Council: 

 

We acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians of this land Kabi Kabi on which this 

event is taking place. Acknowledgement is extended to the people of the western region 

being the Wakka Wakka people and the coastal stretch being the Butchulla people. 

 

Recognition is given to their continuing connection to land sea and country and hope 

expressed that Council draw on their wisdom of leadership throughout their many years of 

being in existence.  

 

Mention was made to Butchulla law: what is good for the country comes first; not to touch 

what is not yours and those with plenty to share. 

 

We pay respects to the Elders past, present and emerging and extend these respects to any 

other Aboriginal and Torres Straight Islander people with us today and their elders past and 

present. 

 

OPEN WITH PRAYER 

Jim Dodsworth of Gympie Community Church offered a prayer for the advancement of the 

region and the true welfare of its people. 

 

One Minute’s silence for family and friends of deceased residents of the region. 

 

SECTION 1: DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST 

The Mayor asked if any Councillor needed to disclose an interest in any agenda item. 

 

No disclosures of interest were tabled. 

 

SECTION 2: APOLOGIES / LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

No apologies were submitted. 

 

The Mayor called a break at 9.16am to allow Councillors to say a few words regarding the 

end of their current term.  
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SECTION 3: CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

M01/03/24 

Moved Cr HT Smerdon Seconded Cr DH Stewart   

That the Minutes of the Gympie Regional Council Ordinary Meeting held on 21 

February 2024 be taken as read and confirmed. 

Carried  

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 

  

 

SECTION 4: PETITIONS  

No petitions were tabled for this meeting.  
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SECTION 5: OFFICE OF THE CEO 

 

5.1 Amendments to Meeting Minutes 13 December 2023 

PORTFOLIO: Governance, Risk and Disaster Management 

DIRECTORATE: Office of the CEO 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

3. Organisation  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

In Section 3 of Council’s Ordinary Meeting on 24 January 2024, the Minutes of Council’s 

Ordinary Meeting held on 13 December 2023 (refer link below) lay on the table for the 

provision of more information to be received regarding the below issues raised by Councillor 

(Cr) Milne and Cr Stewart, refer M01/01/24.  

 

www.gympie.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/4811/2023-12-13-unconfirmed-ordinary-minutes-

part1 

 

Cr Milne 

a. Item 6.4: Cr Milne referred to wording captured being a personal comment by a 

Councillor, not usually recorded. 

b. Item 11.2: referred to Cr Milne being asked to leave the meeting, however no 

details of the reasons were provided. 

c. Item 11.2: procedural issues with how the resolution was formulated and resolved. 

 

Cr Stewart 

d. Item 11.2 raised a “point of order” in relation to Section 254H of the Local 

Government Regulations 2012 (the Regulations) and requirement to capture the 

reason why an officer’s recommendation was “overturned.” 

2. REPORT 

An independent review of the Unconfirmed Ordinary Minutes from 13 December 2023 was 

conducted with the focus on the preparation of, and accuracy of, the Minutes and to identify 

opportunities for business improvement.  

 

A summary table of the review outcomes is provided at Attachment 1, with the proposed 

amendments to the Minutes provided at Attachment 2 in red text. Further consultation was 

conducted with Councillors regarding these proposed amendments. 

 

Advice has been received that no discussion is permitted about Minutes except with respect 

to their accuracy as a record of the proceedings. Amendments to the Minutes may be made 

http://www.gympie.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/4811/2023-12-13-unconfirmed-ordinary-minutes-part1
http://www.gympie.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/4811/2023-12-13-unconfirmed-ordinary-minutes-part1
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prior to confirming the minutes. This must be done by moving a motion to amend the 

Minutes that must be voted on and carried.  

 

Once the resolution is passed the Minutes can be amended. All councillors present at the 

meeting can vote to confirm the Minutes including those who were absent at the previous 

meeting and those who had a conflict of interest at the previous meeting. Once the Minutes 

are confirmed by resolution of the meeting, they cannot be changed. 

 

This report provides the opportunity for Council to amend the Minutes of the Unconfirmed 

Ordinary Meeting from 13 December 2023, as provided at Attachment 3.  

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Including consultation with relevant stakeholders, this review took many hours to conduct. 

The costs of the review will be accommodated within existing 2023-24 Budget allocations. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The Standing Orders are currently being reviewed to reflect the Department of Housing, 

Local Government, Planning and Public Works’ (the Department’s) Model Meeting 

Procedures that were last reviewed in November 2023. The revised Gympie Regional Council 

Standing Orders will be presented to the new Council post the 2024 Local Government 

Election for adoption. 

5. CONSULTATION 

The Department’s Governance Advisor, Gympie Regional Council Elected Members, Council’s 

Executive Leadership Team and Governance, Integrity and Risk Branch officers have been 

consulted regarding the development of the Unconfirmed Amended Ordinary Meeting 

Minutes of 13 December 2023, at Attachment 3. 

6. CONCLUSION 

An independent review was conducted of the preparation of Council’s Ordinary Meeting 

Minutes of 13 December 2023, specifically in relation to matters raised by Cr Milne and 

Cr Stewart. The review recommendations and further consultation with Elected Members, has 

provided the amendments to the Unconfirmed Minutes which are now being presented to 

Council at Attachment 3, for a resolution on the confirmation of these Minutes.   

 

ATTACHMENTS 

⇩1. Summary of Review Findings 

⇩2. Recommended Amendments to Minutes of 13 December 2023 

⇩3. Unconfirmed Amended Ordinary Meeting Minutes of 13 December 2023  

  

 

  



Ordinary Meeting Minutes 13 March 2024 

Page 8 of 110 

M02/03/24 

Moved Cr BM Devereaux Seconded Cr HT Smerdon  

That Council move to amend the Unconfirmed Ordinary Meeting Minutes of 

13 December 2023 that lay on the table at Council’s Ordinary Meeting on 24 January 

2024, refer Motion M01/01/24. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley and Cr BM Devereaux 

AGAINST: Cr J Milne 

M03/03/24 

Moved Cr BM Devereaux Seconded Cr HT Smerdon  

That Council note the recommendations of the independent review and adopt the 

Minutes provided at Attachment 3, as the Confirmed Minutes from Council’s Ordinary 

Meeting of 13 December 2023. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA Waldock, Cr WA 

Polley and Cr BM Devereaux 

AGAINST: Cr DH Stewart and Cr J Milne 

Due to a system processing issue, the minutes referred to in the above resolution were not 

available for presentation to Council at this point. This item was held until the minutes for 13 

December 2024 were available for presentation. The amended minutes for 13 December 

2024 were presented at the end of the meeting. The division of this resolution was finalised 

at 11.35am.  

At 10.28am Cr Devereaux left the meeting. 

At 10.30am Cr Devereaux returned to the meeting. 
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SECTION 6: CORPORATE SERVICES 

 

6.1 Council Ordinary Meeting Action Report for Quarter Two - 2023/2024 

PORTFOLIO: Governance, Risk and Disaster Management 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

3. Organisation  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

Action Items are defined as Council Ordinary Meeting recommendations and/or action items 

(including resolutions) approved or endorsed by Council that require council’s administrative 

arm to implement the formal decisions of the local government. 

 

In adhering to the local government principles outlined in section 4 of the Local Government 

Act 2009, a quarterly ‘Pending Actions Update Report – Gympie Regional Council Ordinary 

Meeting’ (Quarterly Actions Report) has been implemented to enable an accountable, 

effective, efficient and sustainable system of government. This reporting identifies Council’s 

formal decisions and provides transparency of officer responsibility to implement Action 

Items across the Directorates of council. 

2. REPORT 

Action items covering the second quarter of the 2023-2024 financial year, total 59 items with 

two actions pending from the current quarter and three action pending from earlier quarters. 

The pending Action Items have corresponding Minute numbers that can be searched on 

Council’s webpage for more details, except for In-Committee reports. 

  

The pending action items and comments against each are shown in the Pending Actions 

Update Report -Gympie Regional Council Ordinary Meeting (Quarter 2 October 2023 - 

December 2023) at Attachment 1. 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

There are no budget implications associated with the recommendation of this report. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

There are no policy implications associated with the recommendation of this report. 

5. CONSULTATION 

Executive Leadership Team. 
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6. CONCLUSION 

As outlined above, this Quarterly Actions Report provides information on the implementation 

of Council’s formal decision making. Pending Action Items and new Action Items will be 

monitored over the next quarter. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

⇩1. Pending Action Items - Q2 as at February 2024  

  

 

M04/03/24 

Moved Cr J Milne Seconded Cr DH Stewart   

That Council notes the Pending Actions Update Report – Gympie Regional Council 

Ordinary Meeting (Quarter 2 October – December 2023). 

Carried  

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 

 

 

 

Cr Jensen left the meeting at 10.33am  

 

 

Cr Jensen returned to the meeting at 10.34am 
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6.2 February 2024 Finance Report 

PORTFOLIO: IT and Finance 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

1. Community and Environment  

2. Infrastructure and Economic Opportunity  

3. Organisation  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

To meet its monthly reporting obligations under s204 of the Local Government Regulation 

2012, a monthly financial report is to be provided to Council for its information. 

 

This report provides commentary on Council’s financial results at 29 February 2024. 

2. REPORT 

The financial statements provide a comparison of actual results to 29 February 2024 to the 

revised budget adopted by Council on 25 October 2023. 

 

Council’s overall actual year to date performance to 29 February 2024 is a surplus of $89.3m, 

which is tracking higher than the forecasted position of a surplus of $45.2m. 

 

Council’s net operating result at 29 February 2024 is a surplus of $32.2m compared to a year-

to-date budget surplus of $28.7m. 

 

At 29 February 2024 the underlying operational result excluding extraordinary items is an 

operational surplus of $34.8m compared to a year-to-date budget operational surplus of 

$31.8m.   

 

Extraordinary items are operational projects which are not considered council business as 

usual activities.  Council has identified the GRIT Project, the Planning Scheme and the 

operational portion of the Southside Sewerage project as extraordinary items.    

 

Operating Revenue: 

The financial report at 29 February 2024 shows overall operating revenue received of 

$117.3m which is trending higher than the year-to-date budget of $113.6m. 

 

The operational revenue variances contributing to this result are outlined in the following 

table. 

 

Revenue Variance 

($’000)s 

Comments 
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Rates Revenue 

Rates, Levies 

and Charges - 

net 

$1,728 Increase in the number of rateable properties included in the 

first half year rates calculation and higher than forecasted 

water consumption of $0.9m. 

Fees & Charges 

Building and 

Plumbing  

$48 Plumbing applications continue to trend higher than forecast 

across the region, resulting in a higher than forecast receipt 

of application fees. This trend will continue to be monitored 

by the Building and Plumbing and Finance Teams and 

revised, if necessary, at a future budget review. 

Development 

Assessments 

$38 Higher than forecast planning applications. 

Compliance $128 Favourable variance due to an increase in licensing and 

infringements. 

Waste $332 Higher than forecast waste disposals at council’s Waste 

Management Facilities. 

Water $57 Higher than forecast water connections. This trend will be 

monitored by the Finance Team and revised, if necessary, at 

a future budget review. 

Wastewater $103 Higher than forecasts trade waste disposals and sewer 

connections compared to the current forecast. This trend will 

be monitored by the Finance Team and revised, if necessary, 

at a future budget review. 

Interest & Investment Revenue 

Interest and 

Investment 

Revenue 

$809 The higher than forecast cash balance has resulted in 

increased interest and investment revenue received to date 

on council’s investments and term deposits. Higher than 

forecast interest revenue on overdue rates has also been 

received. 

Sales Revenue 

Water Sales   $426 The bulk water sales favourable variance is due to weather 

conditions driving up water consumption and increased 

demand for standpipe access. The budget for these items will 

be updated at a future budget review as year-to-date actuals 

are now higher than the annual budget. 

Recoverable 

Works 

$158 Subdivisions and contractors requiring council to provide 

standpipes, water usage, meters and main connections. The 

budget for this will be updated at a future budget review as 

year-to-date actuals is greater than the annual budget. 

RMPC Works  -$1,288 RMPC accruals not processed. 

Grants, Subs, Contributions & Donations 

Waste Levy  $104 Earlier than forecast recognition of State Waste Levy 

payments.  

Employment 

Subsidies   

$43 Increased employment subsidies received to date which will 

be offset by increased expenditure to fund trainee positions. 
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Environmental 

Grant 

$55 Receipt of funds for the successful subsidy application for 

the Crab Creek Erosion Remediation project. 

State Library 

Grant 

$648 Council has been successful in receiving some state grants 

for operational flood recovery and emergent works 

completed outside of the QRA period. 

 

The percentage of outstanding rates at 29 February 2024 was 31.64% compared to 31.55% 

for the same period in the prior financial year.  Rates assessments were calculated and issued 

in late January 2024, with a due date of 7 March 2024. It is anticipated that the level of 

outstanding rates will reduce from February 2024 onwards. 

 

Outstanding rates and charges balances continue to be managed in accordance with 

Council’s outstanding rates and charges collection policy and procedures. 

 

Operating Expenditure: 

Inclusive of extraordinary items, operating expenditure at 29 February 2024 totalled $85.1m 

compared to the year-to-date budget of $84.9m. 

 

The unfavourable variance of $0.2m primarily relates to differences in the timing of budget 

phasing for materials and services across branches which is partially offset by increased 

expenditure for salary and wage costs. 

 

Details of these operational expenditure variances are listed below: 

 

Operational 

Expenditure 

Variance 

($’000)s 

Comments 

Employee Expenses  

Salary & Wages  ($1,564) Higher than forecasted termination payments and higher 

than anticipated overtime costs. 

Workers 

Compensation 

($263) The actual workers compensation premium is higher than 

the original budget due to current economic and 

insurance factors. 

Materials & Services 

GRIT Project $1,201 GRiT project budget phasing is currently being reviewed 

with the project budget to be updated once this review is 

completed. A budget transfer between employee costs 

and materials and services will be included in the next 

budget review. 

Finance Costs 

Interest Expenses $302 Forecast borrowings not required to date.  The budget for 

interest expense relating to these borrowings will be 

updated in the next budget review. 

Depreciation 

Depreciation ($268) Currently depreciation expenditure is trending slightly 

higher with the capitalisation of new assets.  The budget 

for depreciation will be updated in the next budget 
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review to reflect the asset valuation increases identified in 

the 2022-23 Financial Statements and the capitalisation of 

capital projects completed in the 2023-24 financial year. 

 

Finance officers meet with responsible budget managers on a monthly basis to assist with the 

analysis of budget variances and the updating of budget phasing as required. 

 

Capital Revenue: 

At 29 February 2024, a total of $57.2m had been received in capital revenue, which is 

trending higher that the year-to-date budget of $16.5m. 

 

The level of capital income is the result of the receipt of higher than forecast REPA Works, 

Infrastructure Charges ($5.5m) and Voluntary Home Buy Back (VHBB) grant funds ($9.7m).  

The VHBB grant funding is offset by the purchases of properties included in council’s capital 

expenditure to date.   

 

The budgets for capital grants and subsidies have been aligned to the current forecasts for 

completion of associated capital projects and the submission of funding acquittals with any 

required budget amendments to be reflected in the next budget review. 

 

It should also be noted that the recognition of capital subsidies and grants may be adjusted 

during the financial year, in accordance with the reporting requirements for capital subsides 

under current Accounting Standards. 

 

Capital Project Expenditure: 

At 29 February 2024, Council had expended $66.9m of its annual capital works program 

compared to a forecast year to date budget of $54.5m. 

 

Of the $66.9m actual capital expenditure incurred to 29 February 2024, costs in relation to 

the voluntary house buy back scheme totalled $13.2m compared to the adopted budget of 

$3m.  This program is fully funded by the Queensland Reconstruction Authority (QRA) and 

the budget allocation will be increased to reflect the forecast approved buy back from QRA in 

the next budget review. 

 

Finance officers continue to be available to assist Project Managers with adjustments to 

budget phasing for the capital program to better reflect the financial milestones of each 

capital project. 

 

Statement of Financial Position: 

The Statement of Financial Position compares Council’s assets, liabilities and community 

equity position to the previous financial year and for the period to 29 February 2024, shows 

an increase in Community Equity of $171.5m. 

 

This increase in equity is primarily due to the increase in Property, Plant and Equipment due 

to the confirmation of the asset revaluation process which was part of the finalisation of the 

2022-23 financial statements process, construction activities in relation to the delivery of the 

capital program (works in progress), recognition of contract assets and liabilities and higher 

cash and cash equivalents as at 29 February 2024. 
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Cash and Cash Equivalents Report: 

Excluding funds held in trust, total cash on hand at 29 February 2024 was $97.6m and of 

these funds, $95.8m was invested with the Queensland Treasury Corporation with $0.25m 

invested with Auswide Bank and $0.25m invested with Bendigo Bank.  

 

The cash balance includes constrained funds of $68.5m which is made up of the prepayment 

of grant funds, the prepayment of the state waste levy, infrastructure charges and provisions 

for rehabilitation of landfill and quarry sites across the region. 

 

While council’s overall cash and cash equivalents at 29 February 2024 continues to track 

higher than the balance for the same period in the prior year, it should be noted that 

Council’s unrestricted cash balance of $29.1m is now only slightly below the benchmark for 

the Cash Expense Cover Ratio.  This represents a significant improvement on the balance at 

the end of January 2024. 

 

Cash balances allocated across restricted and unrestricted cash balances will change in the 

coming months, as a result of the payment of rates and the completion of grant funded 

capital works.   

 

Detailed analysis of capital funding sources continues to occur to ensure constrained funds 

relating to infrastructure are allocated to projects related to the construction and/or 

upgrading of council’s trunk infrastructure and that Council’s unrestricted cash reserves are 

maintained at acceptable levels. 

 

Council currently holds $2.1m in trust for developers, ratepayers and other parties. 

 

The graph below presents a rolling 12-month comparisons of Council’s total Cash and Cash 

Equivalent balances. 

 
 

The indicative interest rate on investments at 29 February 2024 was 4.95% compared to 

3.50% at 28 February 2023. 
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3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

As the 2023-24 Original Budget included an estimated vacancy rate of $2.3m, close 

monitoring of Council’s monthly financial performance is of critical importance for Council to 

achieve the financial results adopted in its 2023-24 Budget. 

 

A budget review will be presented for Council’s consideration at the April 2024 Ordinary 

Meeting.   

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The February monthly management report is in line with Council policy, the Local 

Government Act 2009 and the Local Government Regulation 2012. 

5. CONSULTATION 

Consultation on commentary regarding financial performance to 29 February 2024 has been 

undertaken with Managers and the Executive Leadership Team. 

6. CONCLUSION 

Council’s financial statements for the period ended 29 February 2024 provide a comparison 

of actual results against the revised budget adopted at Council’s Ordinary Meeting on 25 

October 2023. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

⇩1. February 2024 Finance Report  

  

 

M05/03/24 

Moved Cr HT Smerdon Seconded Cr DH Stewart   

That Council receive and note the financial report for the period ended 29 February 

2024.  

Carried  

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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6.3 Procurement Report February 2024 

PORTFOLIO: IT and Finance 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

3. Organisation  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

This report seeks a Council resolution under section 235(b) of the Local Government 

Regulation 2012 (the Regulation) for council to enter into a medium sized contract with the 

Sedo Group Pty Ltd for the implementation of the recommendations of its Strategic 

Procurement Review. 

2. REPORT 

Under section 235 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 (the Regulation), Council may in 

certain circumstances by resolution enter into medium-sized or large-sized contractual 

arrangements without first inviting written quotes or tenders. 

 

Council is now seeking an exception under section 235(b) of the Regulation to engage the 

Sedo Group Pty Ltd for the delivery of the implementation of the recommendations of is for 

the Strategic Procurement Review.  Officers are of the view that due to the specialised nature 

of the services that are being sought, it would be impractical or disadvantageous for council 

to invites written quotes. 

 

The initial procurement review was undertaken by the Sedo Group Pty Ltd in September 2023 

with the recommendations of that review endorsed by the Executive Leadership Team in 

December 2023.  This procurement is for the Sedo Group to implement the 

recommendations of its review. 

 

The implementation phase of council’s strategic procurement framework will consist of the 

following elements: 

• Improvement in procurement practice and compliance within the approved procurement 

framework  

• Creation of a single source of truth for Council’s Procurement Strategy, maintained by 

the Procurement Coordinator 

• Provision of an easy-to-read implementation roadmap aligning Council to the 

Queensland Procurement Policy 2023 (QPP) six procurement principles. 

 

The project will incorporate three phases with the deliverables under each phase outlined in 

the following table. 
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Phase Deliverables 

Planning and Organisation • Implementation Plan 

• Capability Development Plan 

• Establishment of an internal Champions Group 

• Communications Plan. 

Implementation • Facilitated capability sessions with bespoke training 

content 

• Revised procurement templates and processes which 

align with the Procurement Strategy and GRiT 

Implementation Plan 

• Development of a Procurement Governance Model 

• Development of a self-service guide  

• Ongoing feedback and data to enable continuous 

improvement. 

Evaluation • Establishment of a Live Dashboard to track 

procurement metrics and statistics 

• Consolidated evaluation report that measures project 

objectives and key results. 

 

In seeking the exception under section 235 (b) of the Regulation, council officers noted the 

benefits to council of the Consultant’s understanding of the organisational requirements for 

delivery of the implementation phase of the Strategic Procurement Review, following their 

completion of the Phase 1 process finalised in September 2023, and the time constraints to 

implement the review’s recommendations into the parameters and workflows for the 

procurement modules of the GRiT project which are due to go-live in July 2024. 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

This envisaged contract is for a sum of $172,480 (inclusive of GST) with the project to be 

funded from an allocation within the Finance Branch for the implementation of key business 

reform projects including procurement, full cost pricing, service reviews and rating strategies.  

This project which will run over two financial years will be funded within the adopted budget 

for the 2023-24 financial year. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

All procurement processes, reports and recommendations are consistent with Council’s 

Procurement Policy, adopted 25 July 2023. 

5. CONSULTATION 

Consultation has been undertaken across the key stakeholders within Council, in relation to 

the items covered by this report. 

6. CONCLUSION 

Council officers recommend that Council resolve under s235(b) of the Regulation for an 

exception from the requirements to tender or quote for Sedo Group Pty Ltd to implement 

the recommendations of its Strategic Procurement Review. 

 

 

M06/03/24 
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Moved Cr BM Devereaux Seconded Cr DH Stewart   

That Council resolve under s235(b) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 to enter 

into a contract with the Sedo Group Pty Ltd for a contract value of $172,480 inclusive of 

GST ($156,800 exclusive of GST) for the implementation of the recommendations of its 

Strategic Procurement Review, as the specialised nature of the services being sought 

make it impractical and disadvantageous for Council to invite quotes. 

Carried  

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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6.4 Procurement Report - Local Disaster Coordination Centre Project 

PORTFOLIO: IT and Finance 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

1. Community and Environment  

2. Infrastructure and Economic Opportunity  

3. Organisation  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

During the post 2022 Flood Event review, council and State Government Disaster Agency 

representatives identified the need for a dedicated Local Disaster Coordination Centre (LDCC) 

for the region.  An application for Subsidy funding totalling $500,000 was submitted and 

subsequently approved. 

 

The original location of the proposed LDCC was subsequently reviewed and the site of the 

Old Bank Building at 46 Nash Street was identified as the preferred location, in terms of 

connectivity with the other Emergency Services personal involved in LDCC operations. 

2. REPORT 

RFT2023-2024 014 - Local Disaster Coordination Centre was released to market on Thursday 

16 November 2023 and closed on Wednesday 13 December 2023. 
 

In accordance with the approved Procurement Evaluation and Probity Plan, the evaluation 

criteria for the tender were as highlighted in the following table. 

 

Evaluation Criteria Weighting Elements 

Price 45%  

Contractor Experience and 

Capability 

15% Contractor Experience and Track Record 

40% 

Contractor Capability and Resourcing 60% 

Methodology of Project 

Delivery 

20% Methodology/Initiatives40% 

Timeline 60% 

Quality 5% Quality Management Accreditation and/or 

Systems  

Health and Safety 5% Safety Management Systems and 

Accreditation 50% 

Safety Measures 50% 

Local Benefits (Economy)  10% Local Employment 30% 

Local Supply chain 70% 

Total 100%  
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An Open Tender process through VendorPanel was initiated across three categories being 

Building Products and Materials, Building Trade and Repairs and Maintenance Services and 

Construction and Operation. The tender was also open to five group areas including Brisbane, 

Gold Coast, Sunshine Coast, West Moreton and Wide Bay-Burnett. 

 

The Evaluation Panel (highlighted in the following table) undertook individual evaluations as 

required by legislation with these completed by 5 January 2024. 
 

Position  Organisational Role  

Evaluation Panel Chair Project Manager Buildings & Open Space  

Evaluation Panel Member – Asset Custodian Coordinator Facilities Management & Maintenance 

(now ex-GRC)  

Evaluation Panel Member - Technical Architect – External Principal Consultant (Vabasis Pty 

Ltd)  

Evaluation Panel Member - Replacement Coordinator Project Management (replaced Peter 

Honeysett for 2nd phase)  

Evaluation Panel Member – WHS Component 

Review Only (non-scoring) 
Coordinator Safety & Wellbeing  

 

The following Lump Sum Tenders (all inclusive of GST) were received at the close of the 

tender process, being 13 December 2023:  

  

Name of Respondent 
Compliance Tendered Amount GST 

inclusive 

Carfax Commercial Construction Pty 

Ltd (Respondent 1)  
Y  

$641,498.67  

Sutton Building Solutions Pty Ltd 

(Respondent 2) 
Y  

$690,711.76  

  

These two (2) Prospective Tenders were deemed compliant and were scored by the Panel on 

their initial submissions.  
 

The table below shows the combined price and non-price weighted scores and overall rating 

established by the evaluation panel.  

  

Name of Respondent 
Price Score Non-Price 

Score 

Total Score 

Carfax Commercial Construction Pty Ltd (Respondent 1)  4.50 3.56 8.06 

Sutton Building Solutions Pty Ltd (Respondent 2) 3.18 4.19 7.36 

  

Based on the result of the tender evaluation process and weighted scoring, it is the Panel’s 

recommendation that Council accept the Tender received from Carfax Commercial 

Construction Pty Ltd (Respondent 1) at $641,498.67 (inclusive GST). 

  

It should be noted that requests for variations to the approved project and an extension of 

time were submitted to QRA RFI as a result of the change to the preferred location of the 

LDCC and the constraints in relation to contractor availability.  Both variations have been 
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approved with the completion date of the project at the Old Bank Building now required by 

30 June 2024. 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

The estimated cost of the LDCC project is $968k (inclusive of GST including contingencies).  

The construction component that relates to this project is estimated at $641k inclusive of 

GST. 

 

Noting that Council’s budgets exclude GST, the existing budget for the Old Bank Building is 

$457k (exclusive of GST) with an additional allocation of $607k (exclusive of GST) for the 

Mellor Street Disaster Centre works. 

 

Reallocation of the current capital budgets for upgrades to the Mellor Street office and the 

Old Bank Building will be included in council’s next budget review, to be presented at the 

April 2024 Ordinary Meeting. 

 

The LDCC project is partially funded by external subsidies with the project required to be 

completed by 30 June 2024.   

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

All procurement processes, reports and recommendations are consistent with Council’s 

Procurement Policy adopted on 25 July 2023. 

5. CONSULTATION 

Consultation has been undertaken across key stakeholder within council in relation to the 

item being bought to Council.   

6. CONCLUSION 

The Procurement Panel has endorsed the acceptance by Council of the tender received from 

Carfax Commercial Construction Pty Ltd for RFT2023-2024 014 - Local Disaster Coordination 

Centre for the tendered amount of $641,498.67 (inclusive GST). 

 

M07/03/24 

Moved Cr WA Polley Seconded Cr SA Waldock   

That Council resolves to accept the tender received from Carfax Commercial 

Construction Pty Ltd for RFT2023-2024 014 - Local Disaster Coordination Centre for the 

tendered amount of $641,498.67 (inclusive GST); and 

Further that Council delegate to the Chief Executive Officer authority to negotiate all 

matters necessary to complete the project for the upgrade of the Local Disaster 

Coordination Centre. 

Carried  

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Cr BM Devereaux 
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SECTION 7: COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY 

 

7.1 Community Sustainability Directorate Report 

PORTFOLIO: Planning and Regulatory Compliance 

DIRECTORATE: Community Sustainability 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

Choose a theme.  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

 
 

2. REPORT 

 

COMMUNITY AND COMMERCIAL SERVICES 

Gympie Regional Libraries 

Gympie Regional Libraries Activity Report for November 2023 to January 2024 is attached to 

provide an overview of library operations during this period. 

 

Customer Contact 

A three-monthly operational snapshot covering the period November 2023, December 2023 

and January 2024 is attached to this report. The document outlines the volume of incoming 

requests and method of contact, response times through the customer contact call centre 

and top customer enquiries.  

 

Arts, Community and Culture 

Community Development 

Community Grants Program 

As at 19 February 2024, 23 applications have been received since 1 December 2023 in the 

Rolling Round: 

• Nine Local Community Grant applications (1 unsuccessful, 4 successful and 4 to be 

determined) 

• Sixteen Desktop Computer Donation applications (4 successful, 10 to be determined). 

Competitive Round 2 opened 12 February and closes 24 March 2024. 

 

 

Council’s Executive Team have agreed that on a quarterly basis Directorate Managers will 

provide an overview of the operations of their business units for the prior quarter and the 

quarter to come. 

 

These quarterly reports are an opportunity to reflect on achievements and learnings and to 

encourage information sharing across the Directorates, the Organisation and Council. 
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Community Conversations 

Bimonthly drop-in sessions in regional Libraries to talk with volunteers and community 

organisations about funding, volunteers, community events and more. During February, six 

sessions were hosted with 19 people attending. 

 

Community Training 

Regular program of workshops and information sessions to build community capacity. 

• Grants and Funding for Community Organisations information session, 31 January 

2024. Presentations from 4 funding programs, including State Government. 38 

attendees. 

• Revenue Planning for Community Organisations Workshop, 24 February 2024.  

 

Community Recovery and Resilience Officer Program (CRRO) funded through the State-

Commonwealth Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements. 

 

Community Recovery Events 

Connecting the community and providing information and resources on disaster 

preparedness and recovery with communities.    

• BBQ at Manumbar Hall on Saturday 2 December with 89 attendees  

• BBQ at Kia Ora Hall on Saturday 16 December with 25 attendees.  

• Attended Australia Day Celebrations in Memorial Park on 26 January 2024. 

• Primary Producer Support Initiative with mental health and wellbeing of local primary 

producers, an initial information hub was delivered in November and a follow-up on 

Monday 29 January 2024, with plans to continue to have a presence on a quarterly 

basis. 

 

Community Recovery and Resilience Training 

• Resilience Canopy Practitioner Training Program delivered by the Resilience Canopy in 

December 2023. 24 people registered for the 4-day training. Feedback from 

participants was highly positive.   

• Person Centred Emergency Preparedness Training (P-CEP), Queensland Disability 

Network delivered P-CEP training during October. Further sessions are planned in late 

February/March for People with Disabilities in Gympie and for Seniors in Tin Can Bay.  

• Accidental Counselling workshops designed to assist people who aren’t trained 

counsellors but can find themselves in a counselling role ‘by accident’. Workshops 

scheduled for 8 and 9 March 2024 and are open to community volunteers, sporting 

and arts organisations and individuals. 

 

Community Services Directory 

Developed as a community resource for use in the response and recovery stages of a disaster 

event, includes service providers, agencies and community support organisations operating 

in the Gympie Region. Print copies of the Directory are being distributed and an online 

version is available on Councils' website, access at: https://www.gympie.qld.gov.au/gympie-

region-community-services-directory . New listings can be added to the online directory. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gympie.qld.gov.au/gympie-region-community-services-directory
https://www.gympie.qld.gov.au/gympie-region-community-services-directory
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Gympie Regional Gallery 

 

Visitation 

The increase in programming at, and marketing of, the Gallery across the past 12 months 

demonstrates the overall growth in attendance and audience engagement. 

 

December 2023 470 December 2022 530 

January 2024 550 January 2024 490 

February 2024 650* February 2024 850 

Quarter total 1,670 Quarter total 1,870 

Year to date total 

(March 2023 -

February 2024 

9,330 Previous year to 

date total 

(March 2022-

February 2023 

6,890 

*Projected attendance for February as month has not yet ended at time of report submission.  

 

Exhibitions 

How Soon Is Now? 9 November – 22 December 2023 

‘How Soon is Now?’ is a Museums and Galleries Queensland touring exhibition presented in 

partnership with Brisbane artist, Bruce Reynolds. The opening event was tied to the launch of 

the Arts and Cultural Strategy 2023-2028, and was a coming together of First Nations culture, 

music and art.  

• Opening Event: 45 

• Artist Talk: 12 

• Paper Works Workshop: 12 (Sold out) 

 

Mud Masters: Cooloola Potters Group, 30 November 2023 – 3 February 2024 

Presented by the Cooloola Potters Group, 'Mud Masters' combines a diverse range of 

functional, decorative and sculptural artworks exploring the question of form versus function. 

• Opening Night: 40 

• Kids Clay Fish Workshop: 18 (Sold out) 

• Tea Bowl Workshop #1: 12 (Sold out) 

• Tea Bowl Workshop #2: 12 (Sold Out) 

• Tea Ceremony Demonstration: 35 

 

Hinterland: Beyond the visible, 5 January – 17 February 2024 

A collective of Sunshine Coast artists whose work responds to, and re-imagines, the diverse 

and dramatic landscapes of the Noosa and Cooloola regions.  

• Opening Event: 60 

• Coffee and Conversation Closing Event: 25 

 

Simply Abstract: Kurt Olsen, 7 February – 22 March 2024 

Kurt was the recipient of the Locals Award, 2023 Du Rietz Art Awards. Exploring minimalist 

abstraction, local artist Kurt Olsen aims to reveal a degree of unshaking equilibrium amid 

chaos; that feeling when the painting is complete; in balance and in harmony. 

• Opening Event/Artist Talk: 20 
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Paper: All Stitched Up, 22 February – 23 March 2024 

A contemporary view of papermaking and paper art by 22 members of Papermakers and 

Artists Qld, showcasing an array of paper art and techniques, where stitching is an integral 

part of the design. 

 

Birdlands: Zela Bissett, 22 February – 23 March 2024 

Gympie artist Zela Bissett will take you on a joyful papermaking and felt journey exploring 

the region’s diverse birdlife. 

• Joint Opening: To occur Saturday 24 February at 11am 

 

Programs 

Regular Programs 

Programs will continue to be built upon in 2024, with particular focus given to engagement 

with schools.  

• Art Stars for children, once per month, avg. 22/session 

• Art After School, ages 7-12, avg. 12/term booking 

• Teens Art Space, ages 13-18, avg. 6/term booking 

• New Still Life and Life Drawing series for adults, once a month on a Saturday, avg. 

6/session 

• Gallery groups held weekly during School Terms: 

• Monday Disability Art Group 

• Botanical Art Group 

• Tuesday AM Art Group 

• Thursday PM Art Group 

• Thread and Fibre Group 

 

State Recognition 

Gympie Regional Gallery was named a finalist in the Gallery and Museum Achievement 

Awards 2023 (Museums and Galleries QLD) for the exhibition 22.96/receding. The Gallery was 

one of seven finalists, with our name alongside the likes of HOTA (Gold Coast), Museum of 

Brisbane, Ipswich Art Gallery and QAGOMA. Winners for the award were announced on 22 

November 2023.  

 

The Museum of Brisbane was announced winner of our nominated category, with judges 

speaking very highly of the Gympie Regional Gallery’s project and noting that despite GRG 

being up against state institutions it was still a close call. Two gallery staff and Gympie artist 

Miriam Innes attended the event at the Logan Arts Precinct. 

 

Gallery Shop 

The Gallery shop had its most successful month on record during this quarter, with over 

$3,000 worth of items sold during 3 weeks in December. A dedicated ‘pop up shop’ was set 

up during the ‘Mud Masters’ exhibition. This was very well received in the lead up to 

Christmas, with other $1,000 worth of ‘pop up shop’ items sold.  

 

Volunteers 

Volunteer engagement is continually strong with volunteer numbers rising to 11 this quarter. 

Average total volunteer hours have also risen from 80 to 110 hours per month. The Gallery is 

hosting a volunteer social outing in March to attend GRIT by Perseverance Street Theatre 
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Company. This serves to demonstrate appreciation for the volunteers, build social connection 

and assists in the cross promotion of Arts and Cultural events in Gympie. 

 

Arts and Culture 

Arts and Cultural Strategy: Action Plans 

Following the endorsement of the Arts and Cultural Strategy 2023-2028, the Arts and Cultural 

team have been working on the final stage of the strategic process with the finalisation of 

short-term action plans for 2023-2025. The team have been working hard to ensure that 

these actions reflect the feedback collected across the consultation period. After a series of 

meetings and rewrites the action plans are in the final phase of preparation.  

 

RADF Grants 

The second round of the 2023-2024 RADF grants program was updated on smarty-grants 

and Council’s website and opened on 12 February 2024. Applications will close on Sunday 24 

March when assessment will commence.  

 

RADF- Council Initiated Projects -2022-2023 

The RADF funded Creative Partnerships projects have continued to progress. Kate Tuart has 

been working closely with Heart and Soul sisters and the Community Mural Project has 

reached its next milestone, with a final design for Alford Park being approved in January 

2024. Community mural workshops are planned for April 2024. Community consultation is 

also being planned for the Phil Rogers site at Rainbow Beach.  

 

Studio Trails 

As part of the action plans for the Arts and Cultural Strategy 2023-2028, the Studio Trails 

program has been reviewed and amended and a renewed and improved Gympie Region 

Studio Trails launched in December 2023. A successful get-together and information session 

was held at the Gympie Regional Gallery on Saturday 13 January. Applications for Studio 

Trails 2024 opened on 9 December and closed on18 February. 38 applications were received 

from a broad range of creatives, an increase from the 2023 program. Applications are now 

being assessed and the Arts and Cultural team are excited by the high calibre and range of 

proposals.  

 

Growing Regions Grant Application 

At the end of November 2023, Council was notified that our expression of interest for the 

Growing Regions grant, to support the re-opening of the Civic Centre, had been accepted, 

and the full application was submitted on 15 January. Many staff members contributed, 

including arts and cultural team members, working over the Christmas break to ensure the 

grant application would be completed and submitted on time.   

 

Perseverance Street Theatre - GRIT 

Supported by funding from Gympie Regional Council, Perseverance Street Theatre have 

carried out a regional halls tour of their original theatre performance, GRIT, across February. It 

has been a pleasure to see the show come to life across well attended halls, and hear local 

stories of resilience from residents presented as part of the performance.  
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Creative Recovery 

As part of the action plans for the Arts and Cultural Strategy 2023-2028, a new Creative 

Recovery Mentoring Program has been developed in a collaboration between Community 

Recovery and Resilience, Community Development, and the Arts and Cultural teams. The 

program was launched at the Arts and Cultural forum on Wednesday 21 February. The 

program is designed to equip local creatives with creative recovery skills, community 

connections, project planning skills, and funding to develop and implement effective and 

meaningful creative recovery projects, secure further grant funding, and bring the benefits of 

creative recovery to the Gympie Region. 

  

Arts and Cultural Forum 

As part of the action plans for the Arts and Cultural strategy 2023-2028 the Arts and Cultural 

team have been planning the first Arts and Cultural Forum for 2024. The forum took place at 

the Gympie Campus of UniSC on Wednesday 21 February, and focussed on Creative 

Recovery. Guest speakers included Scotia Monkivitch from the Creative Recovery Network, 

local visual artist Miriam Innes, and Sharon Hogan from Gympie’s Perseverance Street 

Theatre.  

 

Venues 

December 2023 – Events and Activities 

The Pavilion hosted 20 events and activities in December 2023, which included the following: 

• Gympie Rotary Club 75th Anniversary 

• Nolan Meats Christmas Party 

• Chatsworth State School Awards Night 

• Private Funeral 

• GRC Christmas Party 

• Biosecurity Advisory Meeting 

• Gympie Regional Council: Workshops, training, and meetings 

 

Nine workshops and meetings were held in the upstairs rooms for both internal and external 

hirers, while the downstairs Caterers Kitchen was booked by a local commercial caterer to 

prepare Christmas fare for the underprivileged residents of the region. 

 

January 2024 – Events and Activities 

The Pavilion accommodated 9 events and activities in January 2024, which included the 

following: 

• Workshops 

• Private Wake 

• Basketball Fixtures 

 

An audit of the venue lighting was completed by Pavilion staff as Council is looking at 

changing to LED lighting for greater cost efficiencies.  

 

February 2024 – Events and Activities 

The Pavilion hosted 46 events and activities in February 2024, including the following: 

• Turf Club 100 Club Dinner 

• RYDA x two days 

• Basketball and Volleyball Fixtures 
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• Internal meetings and workshops 

• Timber QLD Meeting 

• Master Builders Assoc Meeting 

• Gympie RSL Meeting 

 

February saw a big increase in venue bookings across the month. Volleyball started their 

2024 fixtures on Thursday 1 February, with Volleyball and Basketball fixture dates confirmed 

for the year. 

 

RYDA presented traffic and driver safety workshops to high school students over two days, 

with almost every space upstairs being utilized for the sessions. 

 

The Turf Club held a successful 100 Club dinner on the first weekend of February with 

approximately 230 guests in attendance. The space looked delightful and welcoming with the 

tables and decorations set for the evening.  

 

Venue staff also assisted with the Annual Community Prayer Breakfast held in Memorial Park.  

 

Commercial Services 

 

Gympie Aerodrome 

Council officers continue to focus on safety, operational improvements, and building 

relationships with the local aviation community. Inspections of the grounds and runway are 

conducted several times each week to ensure the aerodrome is fit-for-purpose.  

 

Other milestones during the November 2023 to January 2024 period include: 

• Completed a project for Queensland Fire and Emergency Services (QFES) where three (3) 

x 180,000 liter water storage tanks and pipework were installed to support aerial 

firefighting in and around the Gympie LGA. 

• Conducted onsite meetings to promote the removal of obstacles (i.e. trees) infringing 

upon the Obstacle Limitation Surface. 

• Supported other departments with leasing matters. 

 

Q4 2023/24 Focus: 

• Survey of gable markers and marker cones; 

• A continuation of user-group meetings; 

• Completion of gable marker replacement project; and 

• Supporting the pre-championship training event and Gold Rush World Cup Skydiving 

Championships (16-18 April and 19-21 April respectively). 

 

Gympie Saleyards 

Environmental and grazing conditions continued to impact the industry in November, 

however, conditions improved markedly by late November into December with extremely 

welcomed rainfall. 

 

December witnessed a jump in live cattle prices by about 20-cents per-kilogram and prices 

have continued to improve since. The Gympie saleyards facilitated $5,378,099.50 in gross 

sales during the November 2023 to January 2024 period compared to $4,869,816.27 in the 
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previous (August to October 2023) period. Officers expect further increases in gross sales for 

the Q4 period. 

 

The Gympie Saleyards also commissioned the new Drafting System and feedback to date has 

been overwhelmingly positive. Some minor concerns were raised, and these will be addressed 

in Q4. 

 

Following is a breakdown of cattle usage for the November 2023 to January 2024. Note, all 

dollar amounts shown are GST inclusive amounts. 

 

Month  NOV 2023 DEC 2023 JAN 2024 

Net Revenue to Council $24,476.20 $23,339.24 $32,641.34 

 

Q4 2023/24 Focus: 

• Ongoing maintenance works and repairs to shade structures, pen railings and gates;  

• The installation of another Head Bail Unit (number 2 of 2);  

• The introduction of a tick inspection service as a new revenue stream; and 

• Minor fabricated changes to the new Drafting System to further enhance the wellbeing 

and safety for both handlers and animals. 

 

Pools and Aquatic Centres 

Flood recovery works are continuing at the Kandanga Public Pool by way of signage, shade 

material, bathroom renewals, and cabinet replacements. Works are expected to be completed 

by the end of Q4.  

 

Council officers now have an executed Agreement between Council and the Rainbow Beach 

Sports, Recreation and Memorial Club, which is primarily a reporting framework. An 

agreement with the Kilkivan State School is expected to be executed in Q4. 

 

Monthly meetings with Council’s Contract Partner (Belgravia Leisure) for the Gympie Aquatic 

Recreation Centre, Kandanga Public Pool, Tin Can Bay Public Pool, and Goomeri Public Pool, 

continue with outcomes from both parties focused on enhancing community engagement 

and reach, improving service standards, preventative and reactive maintenance schedules, 

and organisational support.  

 

Works undertaken or in progress during the November 2023 to January 2024 period at 

Council’s pools and aquatic centres include: 

 

Goomeri Public Pool: 

• As a result of flash flooding in late January 2024, the Goomeri Pool was inundated 

with water. Council worked hand-in-hand with Belgravia Leisure who’ve worked 

tirelessly to return access to the local community as quickly as they can.  

 

Gympie ARC: 

• Refurbished circulating pumps now onsite as a redundancy to any critical main-pool 

pump failures; 

• Re-programming of controllers to optimise circulating pumps; 
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• Continuing discussions with the Gympie Gold Fins Swimming Club committee regarding 

onsite storage needs; 

• Installation of a transition pathway between the gym and the existing internal pathways; 

• Enhancements to Persons With Disability (PWD) parking completed (pathway and infills, 

kerb ramp, line marking, signs, bollards, tactile ground surface indicators); 

• Tender awarded for the resurfacing of the Splash Park; and 

• Release of tender for the replacement of the failed chlorinators. 

 

Kandanga Public Pool: 

• Flood recovery works which are ongoing; and 

• Design of new shade cloth for the fence surrounding the pool noting the final design 

will be brought back to community groups in March of 2024. 

 

Tin Can Bay Public Pool: 

• A rusted shade structure at the northern end of the 25-metre pool was cordoned off 

for safety reasons and is currently undergoing repairs. These works are expected to be 

completed by February of 2024. 

 

In addition to the above works, Council engaged an engineering and project management 

company to undertake a comprehensive condition assessment report for each pool/aquatic 

centre. Draft findings from the condition assessment reports were reviewed in November 

2023 and final reports have now been received. These reports will inform Council on 

maintenance and capital works upgrades. 

 

Officers liaised, and will continue to liaise, with representatives from both the Gympie Gold 

Fins Swim Club and the Access Advisory Committee (AAC). The purpose of these discussions 

is to assist and offer support, where able to do so.  

 

Q4 2023/24 Focus: 

• Finalise Agreement negotiations with the Kilkivan State School; 

• Continue Lease negotiations on the Tin Can Bay Public Pool with TMR; 

• Complete flood recovery works at the Kandanga Public Pool; 

• Commission the new chlorinators and chemical controllers at the Gympie ARC; 

• Repairs and maintenance to the Splash Park at the Gympie ARC. 

 

Kilkivan Office 

 

Smart Services completed an audit on all QGAP Offices in 2023, with Kilkivan QGAP receiving 

a boost in funding for their services.  Vehicle and boat registration renewals, new 

registrations, transfer of registration and vehicle permits are the main customer enquiries. 

 

Kilkivan office continues to coordinate customer service for all Council managed cemeteries 

(with seven burials undertaken in December 2023 and January 2024), as well as hire bookings 

for Council community facilities in the Western area including the Goomeri and Kilkivan Hall. 

 

Request for quote documentation has been prepared for the design and installation of an 

irrigation system for the arena surface, with the project completion date expected to be 31 

May 2024. 
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No bookings Kilkivan Equestrian Centre were recorded for December and January, with 

bookings increasing for February.  

 

ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCE RECOVERY 

Waste Services 

Eastern Cell Construction is nearing completion however, weather events have continued to 

delay progress. The project schedule had put the commencement date of completion at mid-

February 2024; however, the final stages of the construction require dry conditions to ensure 

contractor safety and quality assurance standards of the cell are maintained. Overall, 

construction of the new cell has gone to plan, and it cannot be overstated that successful 

completion of this project is essential to the delivery of Council’s short term (3-5 year) 

resource recovery plan. 

 

State Government required approval application documentation is being prepared by the 

contractor (RECOR). Application approval is needed to close the existing (Western Cell) 

landfill area and commence active use of the new Eastern Cell. Once documentation has been 

received by the State Government, it can take 6-8 weeks to process the application. 

Therefore, it is expected that opening of the Eastern Cell is not likely to occur until April 

2024.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eastern Cell construction & black liner 

 

New Exit Lane Weighbridge Installation is now complete with traffic permitted to drive 

over the weighbridge from 16 February 2024, though full operation will not begin for some 

weeks. The preparation and installation works took less than two weeks and well thought out 

traffic management ensured disruption to site operations and delays to the public were kept 

to a minimum.  

 

The Resource Recovery team also worked closely with the Communications team to ensure 

the public received notice of these works prior to commencement. Upgrades to the 

Gatehouse (donga) were started in late February and these works will facilitate the operation 

of the exit lane weighbridge. Once these upgrades are complete, the exit lane weighbridge 

will become operational in March 2024.  
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New (second) weighbridge at BonnicK Road WMF 

 

LGI Gas Flare Partnership – reducing C02 emissions and prioritising the environment. 

A carbon-cutting partnership between Gympie Regional Council and LGI Limited (LGI) is 

delivering extraordinary results for the environment and the local community. To date, the 

collaboration has allowed Gympie Regional Council to reduce its CO2 emissions by 

90,000tonnes, which is the equivalent of planting 1.5 million seedlings for the next decade or 

removing 5,000 cars off the road for a year.  

 

LGI’s Australian developed technology recovers biogas from landfill, reduces methane 

emissions, delivers sizeable environmental benefits and allows councils to achieve superior 

emissions targets. LGI has been working with Gympie Regional Council since 2018 in the 

design, installation, expansion and operation of the biogas collection and flaring unit at 

Council’s Bonnick Road landfill. The partnership has seen nine million cubic metres of biogas 

captured and 31,000 Australian Carbon Credit Units created from a single landfill site. The 

partnership is at no-cost to the Gympie taxpayer and the initiative is the Council’s 

Environment Strategy 2018-2023 in action. 

 

 
LGI gas flaring infrastructure at Bonnick WMF. 

 

Domestic waste tender is set to be released to market late February 2024. The facilities 

supervision services (gate keeping) will have a shortened response time, so this portion can 

be awarded prior to 1 July 2024, to allow for a 6 week change over period if the contract is 

not awarded to the incumbent supplier, Endeavour Foundation. 

The Domestic waste contract extension with Cleanaway was finalised in February 2024. 

This will move the contract expiry date to the end of June 2025. After this date, the successful 

tenderer for the new Domestic waste contract described above, will take over domestic waste 

collection services.  
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The timber and green waste processing (mulching) services contract currently held by 

Corbet’s has been extended to 30 June 2024. There will be no change to rates for the 

proposed period of extension. The future arrangement for green organics processing is 

captured in the Domestic waste contract tender documents. 

New Gympie region landfill site feasibility study - phase 1 has been completed, and the 

resource recovery team are preparing to follow up with phase 2 of the study, which will 

include site suitability assessments, impact/risk analysis, planning and development 

pathways, transport logistics modelling, and preliminary design concepts. This study will 

consider land procurement as well as a stakeholder and community engagement strategy 

relating to positioning and development of the new landfill. 

 

The GRC Waste Strategy 2024-2034 report is being compiled by SMEC. The completion 

date is set for no later than June 2024. Once the Waste Strategy 2024-2034 document has 

been completed it will be used to inform the development of the Resource Recovery Asset 

Management Plan (AMP).  

 

The waste strategy 2024-2034 will consider: 

• Sustainability and circular economy. 

• Waste and resource management, including resource recovery, recycling, re-

manufacture. 

• Environment and planning. 

• Transport planning, logistics. 

• Communications and stakeholder engagement. 

• Urban planning. 

 

Noosa GRC MOU - collaborative work is ongoing between Gympie and Noosa resource 

recovery teams.  

Partnered projects include: 

- Polystyrene recovery. 

- SPV/alliance. 

- Regional waste precincts. 

- Green waste to compost. 

- Waste to energy. 

 

Environment Services 

Staffing 

The Environment Services Team have recruited for two vacancies in the team during February. 

One of these roles (Environment Officer - Strategy and Programs) has been filled with an 

internal staff member, the other role (Environment Officer – Assessments) was not filled and 

has been re-advertised, targeting applicants with environmental planning and assessment 

background.  

 

Mary River Turtle Conservation (Threatened Species Program) 

October through to the end of January is the nesting season for our endemic, iconic and 

endangered Mary River Turtle (MRT), with hatchlings emerging up until the end of February.  
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Environment and Biosecurity staff have been collaborating with MRCCC to help reduce the 

risks to these special locals during one of their most vulnerable life stages (nesting and 

hatching), with much of the work occurring in and around 'The Sands' reserve. This site is 

now believed to be an extremely valuable breeding location for this nationally endangered 

species.  

 

Program activities: 

• Education via Social media posts to the community making them aware of turtle 

breeding/nesting season and the risks free ranging dogs present for turtle nest and 

hatchlings. 

• Monitoring by GRC staff for nesting habitat for MRT activity levels and nests - 

installing nest protection structures to protect from predators & assisting with 

translocation of clutches to MRCCC's safe incubation facility. 

• Hatchling Habitat Improvement – MRCCC are undertaking a research trial with GRC 

support, focused on installing ‘infrastructure’ in the nesting habitat areas to provide a 

missing element of habitat for the safety of the tiny hatchlings. 

• Hatchling Releases – as translocated eggs hatch, the hatchlings are returned to their 

nest location and natural home to start their new life.  

 

 
Mary Vallery Turtle Hatchlings released at ‘The Sands’ January 2024 

 

The Environmental Education Program (EEP) draft document was completed this quarter. 

The EEP details the delivery of Councils environmental education projects, programs, and 

initiatives. These are aimed at delivering environmental information and building 

environmental awareness and competency within the organisation and the Gympie 

community. The programs that are developed and implemented to support the regions 

environment values and natural areas are governed by our Corporate Strategic Plan (2022-

2027) through the Vision, Mission and associated Strategic Priorities.  

 

An excerpt from the EEP report, shown in the table below, details future programs and 

related deliverables.  
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Future Program Scope and Deliverables: 
Environment 
Value / Asset 

Activity / 
Deliverable 

Measure / Output Document / 
Evidence 

Natural Areas Coastal Rehab 

Foreshore 

# Educational signage                               

# Media promotions 

CHAS integration 
into Capital works 
program 

Natural Areas Coast Monitoring 

App 

# Educational signage             # Media promotions App Data and 
annual reporting 

EMS-ESG School 

engagement 

initiatives  

# School investigations and presentations 

# Participation in competitions  

# Factsheets administered to schools 

Factsheets 

Presentations 

EMS-ESG Rainbow Beach 

Interpretative 

Education Centre 

#Council engagement & endorsement 

#Council lease agreements 

# Enquiries/visitors 

# Education based activities run from centre 

Meeting Minutes  

Lease Agreement 

 

The Events and Communication Schedule was developed in January. It is a planning tool 

for the Environment Services, Biosecurity, and Resource Recovery teams (ERR). Schedule 

information will be integrated into the Marketing and Communications Unit Organisational 

Communications Plan, so appropriate resourcing can be set aside to promote ERR events and 

media content.  

 

Summer Internship Program 

The Environment & Resource Recovery (ERR) team was lucky to have one of Council’s 

inaugural summer interns. Becca McBride, a Masters student studying Environmental 

Management, worked across all three teams in the ERR branch to gain exposure and 

experience in Resource Recovery, Biosecurity and Environment.  

 

Becca’s principal project was the development of the ERR EEP Events and Communication 

Strategy. The internship program was beneficial to the branch and Council and the ERR team 

support continuation of this corporate program in the future. 

 

The Strategic Environmental Land Management (SELM) Program will develop the 

procedure for identifying and confirming which Council owned or managed lands have 

significant environmental value, and what is (or should be) the functional land use. The SELM 

will integrate with the intent of the TLPI and utilise planning overlays to inform prioritisation, 

linkage and management intent of sites. The future objective is the development and 

implementation of Land Management Plans for high value sites, that contribute to strategic 

conservation outcomes and links (e.g. Land for Wildlife properties). 

 

Land for Wildlife (LfW) member landholders are stewards of the land and the LfW program 

supports them to achieve valuable nature conservation outcomes. The LfW program is very 

popular with the Gympie community and continues to be supported by the Environment 

Services team, however, resource constraints has resulted in a temporary hold being placed 

https://gympie.sharepoint.com/:x:/r/sites/EnvironmentResourceRecovery/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BD25A5673-8639-485B-BC56-87B87D29A677%7D&file=2024%20EER%20Events%20and%20Communication%20Schedule.xlsx&action=default&mobileredirect=true&DefaultItemOpen=1&ct=1707951029675&wdOrigin=OFFICECOM-WEB.MAIN.REC&cid=6761ae85-60c6-480b-8d19-057f987a2e84&wdPreviousSessionSrc=HarmonyWeb&wdPreviousSession=1c9f6beb-a9a5-4426-9eb1-1c5cc25c8315
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on this program. The program, including workshops and property assessments for new 

members will continue once the vacant Environment Services officer position is filled; in the 

meantime, interested landholders have been placed on a register. Quarterly LfW newsletters 

(electronic and hard) are continuing to be distributed to Gympie members. 

 

Table LfW engagement - Period Q3 

(2023/24) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Development Application Assessments - Internal Referral Advice 

Development Applications (DA) triggered by the TLPI – Protection of Biodiversity Values (TLPI) 

are referred to Environmental Services (ES) for assessment and make up a significant portion 

of daily tasks for the team. This quarter, the quantity of DA’s for processing has reduced, 

which is typical for this time of the year. Assessments include site visits, collaboration with 

Council planners and applicants (pre-application &/or properly made) and the preparation of 

a referral report, which may include RFI and environmental conditions for approval. 

 

This Quarter ES have worked with an external supplier (GIS/Data specialist) to repair Council’s 

biodiversity DA Screening Tool. This GIS data tool, will further streamline the ES’s DA 

Assessment Process, ensuring that all obligations and biodiversity factors are considered. 

 

A draft Fact Sheet is being developed, which will better explain the constraints, obligations 

and exemptions associated with the TLPI to landholders and developers; this is aimed at 

reducing the current level of misinterpretation of the code and frequent further information 

requests, which burden limited resourcing. 

 

Development application referrals - Period Q3 (2023/24) 
DA-TLPI Referral MagiQ Tasks Total 27 

Current In Progress 2 

Current Awaiting Assessment 14 

ES Response Reports Completed 12 

DA/TLPI Meetings 2 

DAT Meeting @ 1hr/week 1 

Pre-application Meetings/Advice 5 

Site Inspections 1 

Other Planning Related (internal and other) 2 

 

Natural Areas Program (NAP) 

Council’s ongoing management of our natural areas/reserves is currently limited to a focus 

on The Sands, Widgee Crossing, Commissioners Gully and Victoria Bridge Conservation Park. 

Many of these sites are ‘joint use’ sites and require regular collaboration with other 

directorates. 

 

Total registered LfW Members 204 

New LfW Members this period 0 

Total LfW Enquiries – CRM or direct 7 

New LfW enquiries 6 (wait list) 

First contact discussions 6 

Site Inspections 0 

Community events/activities 0 
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Contractors have been busy managing previous plantings and revegetation works after 

significant summer rainfall, which has triggered the growth of competing vegetation (weeds), 

which puts native plantings at risk. Additional collaborative work with MRCCC relating to 

rehabilitation of erosion areas along the Mary River at The Sands will commence next quarter.  

 

Flying Fox Program 

Widgee Crossing Habitat Improvement Works have entered maintenance phase under the 

Environment Services (ES) Natural Areas Program, and continues to deliver ongoing weed 

(especially Cats Claw Creeper) management, ensuring success of the revegetation phases. 

 

The contract for the Regional Flying Fox Management Analysis and Plan (external funding) 

has been awarded and commenced in February, the scope is mostly desktop based with 

regular collaboration with ES team. 

 

Minimal community requests or concerns have been raised during this quarter, regarding the 

Commissioners Gully Flying Fox Colony. ES officers have been monitoring the site in 

accordance with Council’s Statement of Management Intent (SoMI) and minor site actions 

have been undertaken. The flying fox breeding season occurred during this Quarter with 

pups of both Grey-headed and Black flying foxes noted onsite. The colony size has reduced 

from its previous peak size, despite a small group of Little red flying foxes having re-

established at the site. The Cooloola Cove community have also reported some new flying 

fox activity in a Council reserve near residential areas and ES officers will investigate and 

follow SoMI protocol for any future actions. 

 

Crab Creek Design Project (CHAS) 

Crab Creek Erosion Remediation Project (LGAQ Funded) is awaiting State and Council DA 

approvals and will be managed by Councils Infrastructure Services team. 

 

Cooloola Coast Monitoring App – MyCoast Cooloola 

Environment Services (ES) is still in the development phase of a Coastal Monitoring App. The 

App is intended to be used to inform the community and visitors to our coastal region about 

our Coastal Hazard Adaption Strategy (CHAS), and nature-based destinations. The project is 

approximately 50% complete but has attained additional funding and an extension into 

December 2024. A milestone report and presentation has been provided to LGAQ by ES 

during this quarter. 

 

Grant Programs 

Council’s Environmental Grants Program is managed by the Community Development team, 

with ES providing application assessment and acquittal support, as subject matter experts. 

This quarter, the ‘Pilot Major Environmental Program’ grant round awarded funds to 

community groups who manage eligible ‘regionally beneficial’ programs. The Major 

Environmental Project Round 2 grants from last financial year (FY) were acquitted this 

quarter, and applicants for the Major Environmental Project Round 1 for this FY were 

assessed and awarded. The Micro Environmental Projects Rolling Grants are being assessed 

as they are submitted, and close at the end of the FY. 

 

 



Ordinary Meeting Minutes 13 March 2024 

 

Page 39 of 110 

ES have been collaborating with a number of community organisations who are applying for 

Federal and State Government Environment/Biodiversity grants and Council have supplied a 

number of letters of support to groups such as MRCCC, BMRG and KAGR. 

 

The Community Biodiversity Reference Group (CBRG) meeting for this quarter is 

scheduled for Monday 26 February 2024, and the agenda will focus on the environmental 

components of the new Planning Scheme and Council’s biodiversity Strategy output. The 

CBRG forum allows community stakeholders a direct communication pathway to Council via 

the ES team, who welcome discussion on topics of concern and proposals put forward for 

action. The CEO attended this meeting,  

 

Biosecurity 

Biosecurity Advisory Group (BAG)  

The final BAG meeting for 2023 was held on 5 December 2023 at the Pavilion. 

 

The BAG group received an update regarding the Gympie Regional Council Biosecurity Plan, 

Biosecurity Unit Business Plan, and bounty program.  

  

Russell Warner from Invasive Species Queensland was the guest presenter and provided an 

Invasive Species Queensland overview and his role as the volunteer SEQ representative.  

  

Other presentations included Biosecurity risk and management goals in line with the recently 

adopted Gympie Council Biosecurity Plan 2023 - 2028.  

 

Cat's Claw Creeper workshops 

The Biosecurity Unit (BU) partnered with Gympie and District Landcare and Noosa and 

District Landcare to deliver 3 Cat's Claw Creeper workshops for residents. This was funded via 

the Qld Feral Pest Initiative Round 6 grant funding from the Qld Government Department of 

Agriculture and Fisheries. 

  

Workshop participants learnt about identification and impacts of Cat's Claw Creeper, control 

options including manual, physical, chemical control and biological control options.  

3 more workshops will be held in early 2024.  
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Red Imported Fire Ant training 

If fire ants were to establish in the Gympie region, residents would suffer huge impacts that 

relate not just to the economy and environment, but also to social wellbeing. 

 

Early identification and detection are the most effective tool in achieving eradication from an 

area. Early intervention is proven to be much more cost effective and likely to achieve desired 

results, than dealing with these pests once they have become established. 

 

Council’s Executive Leadership Team have approved a request for Council wide staff training 

on Red Imported Fire Ants. The Biosecurity Unit are working with Council’s People and 

Culture Organisational Development team to deliver the training to all Council staff. A fire ant 

information page has also been added to Council’s website which the community can access 

to learn more about this invasive pest. 

 

 
 

High biosecurity risk plant species program 

Council’s Biosecurity officers are undertaking monitoring and compliance actions on a range 

of high-risk biosecurity species. Inspections are prioritized in line with the invasive species 

management goals detailed in Council’s recently adopted Biosecurity Plan 2023-2028. 

Resources are currently being focussed on species within the Eradication management goal. 

 

Eradication programs aim to completely remove the invasive plants and animals from the 

local government area. 

• This achieves long-term prevention of impacts and does not require on-going 

investment. 

• Activities include surveillance and management. 

• Resources are allocated to remove species before they become widespread or 

abundant.  

• Can initially costly but is long term cost effective as no ongoing species 

management costs required.  

  

Species under Eradication program category: 

▪ African boxthorn – Tansey, Boonara 

▪ Bitou bush – coastal areas Rainbow Beach 

▪ Hairy senna – Chatsworth 

▪ Honey locust – Wolvi, Mooloo, Brooloo, Booubyjan 
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▪ Olive Hymenachne – Curra 

▪ Kudzu – Wolvi  

▪ Parkinsonia – Gunalda 

 

 
Kudzu – a species within eradication management goal ERADICATION 

 

Wild Dog and Dingo Safety Forum 

Council’s Biosecurity Unit partnered with the Regulatory Services team and Queensland 

Police Service to deliver a community wild dog and dingo safety forum.  

 

The forum was held at the Tin Can Bay hall and 

provided an excellent opportunity for the 

Cooloola Coast community to find out more 

about wild dog safety and have their questions 

answered by Council staff.  

  

The forum was well received by the community, 

with calls for additional education days to be 

held outside of usually work hours.  
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Feral Pig Workshop 

Council partnered with Biosecurity Queensland to deliver a Feral Pig workshop at the Pavilion 

on 8 February 2024. 

 

The participants included local government biosecurity officers, QPWS rangers, HQ Plantation 

employees and local feral pig contractors. 

 

Topics discussed included: 

• Understanding feral pig ecology for better management 

• Feral pig control tools 

• Community engagement 

• Zoonotic diseases and WHS considerations 

• Emergency animal disease awareness 

• Displays and discussions of traps, bait boxes and bait mats 

 

The workshop was very well attended with participants from Gympie, Noosa, South Burnett 

and North Burnett regions. 
 

 

 

 

The biosecurity unit trap loan program continues to be very popular with residents, 

achieving mixed results. Trapping requires good technique and a lot of patience. Biosecurity 

officers spend one on one time with residents to improve community capacity to undertake 

their own effective feral animal control 

programs. Comprehensive / best practice 

feral animal control procedures are available 

on the PestSMART website, which is 

supported by research by the Centre for 

invasive species solutions.   

      pestSMART website - https://pestsmart.org.au/ 
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Biosecurity Spray Operations 

Council’s three biosecurity herbicide spray 

technicians have been working tirelessly to try 

to keep up with the unremitting growth of 

weeds on the roadsides and Council’s reserves.  

 

Summer is always a challenging season for the 

spray crew team, and they are continuing to 

work hard to control widespread and 

abundant infestations of Giant Rat’s Tail grass, 

parthenium and ragweed.  

 

Roadside furniture, including guideposts and 

signs are also being sprayed during February 

to ensure road user safety.  

 

Note that the spraying of weeds in the road 

reserve of federal (Bruce Highway) and state-

controlled roads (main thoroughfare roads) are not the responsibility of the Biosecurity Unit. 

This work is managed by the road maintenance team contractors.  

 

 

BUILDING AND PLUMBING SERVICES 

For Building and Plumbing, the following provides a summary of the last 3 months, as well as 

a general overview of the previous 2023 year. 

 

For the 3 months indicated below, numbers of building and plumbing enquiries and actions 

completed by Customer Contact staff located in the Channon Street Office is displayed. This 

includes face to face interactions, dealing with emailed applications, and processing 

payments: 

 
 

For 2023, the following provides total plumbing permits issued as well as numbers of 

Building and Plumbing Records Searches conducted by staff. 
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The total number of building permits issued within our region was slightly above previous 

years, bolstered again by insurance repair work. 

 

 
 

For the last 5 years, 2066 new house approvals have been issued for our region. 2023 figures 

were slightly less than the 2 previous years. The below graph also highlights how the region 

has been greatly affected by insurance works for roof replacements in both 2019 and 2023. 
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COMPLIANCE 

 

Environmental Health 

 

We have been successful in filling in the vacancy of Senior Officer – Environmental Health in 

January 2024. The team is back to business-as-usual staffing levels with an addition of a 

Cadet – Environmental Health position. The Cadet position supports Senior Officer – 

Environmental Health (EHOs) and is responsible for weekly reticulated water supply sampling, 

answering general environmental health related enquiries, and will be taking on compliance 

environmental monitoring of waste management facilities in March 2024. As part of the offer 

of employment, Cadet is approved for Category 1 study assistance which covers studies that 

lead to a Bachelor of Environmental Health Science. The Cadet position was filled internally in 

December 2023, with study commencing at Central Queensland University, in March 2024. 

Given the current national shortage of qualified EHOs we are future proofing and growing 

our own.  

 

EHOs commenced annual inspection program of licensed food premises in the region, the 

program includes a mixture of unannounced and scheduled inspections. All inspections are 

carried out on smart tablets with the ability to take photographs of contraventions and send 

out a variety of correspondence without manual data entry. EHOs have been supported by 

ICT with the purchase of hardware and electronic inspection proforma. The inspection 

program will continue through to end of June 2024, and finish in time for annual licence 

renewals.  

 

Annual Peri-Urban Arbovirus surveillance was commenced in November 2023 comprising of 

eight (8) sites in the region where mosquito activity is generally high, which includes 

Cooloola Coast area. Council’s trapping and monitoring program is conducted fortnightly 

from November to May when mosquitos are most active. This type of surveillance is designed 

to detect Ross River Virus (RRV), Barmah Forest Virus (BFV) and Japanese Encephalitis Virus 

(JEV) in mosquito populations. Traps include special cards (FTA cards) that are soaked with 

blue dye and honey to provide a source of food for mosquitos in the trap. The cards get 

extracted and mailed to the Forensic and Scientific Services Laboratory in Brisbane for 

analysis. Since November 2023, we captured approximately 11,000 mosquitos across all 

trapping sites. In February 2024 Council was notified by Queensland Health that (2) of the 
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traps were positive for RRV. This was expected as RRV was also detected in the neighbouring 

local governments - at Sunshine Coast and Fraser Coast Councils. In previous years virus 

detections in Gympie Region occurred in 2019 (1 RRV detection), 2020 (2 RRV detections) 

and 2022 (1 RRV, 1 BFV - both viruses detected on the same card). Detections are an earlier 

indicator of virus activity than surveillance of human cases, as it takes several days for the 

symptoms to appear in a bitten person, then a few days for the person to present to the 

doctor.  Furthermore, most human exposures to RRV or BFV are asymptomatic, so the 

infection is silent. A media release was published highlighting the importance of personal 

protection from mosquito bites, in response to the detections.   

 

Temporary home occupation resources are now available on Council’s website. The resources 

include a complaint guide, and fact sheets for occupiers and applicants. The application 

forms were also reviewed and updated to provide additional detail.  

Establishment or Occupation of a Temporary Home Approval – Gympie Regional Council and 

Establishment or Occupation of a Temporary Home – Gympie Regional Council. Fees and 

charges will be reviewed for 2024/2025 to include a zero ‘0’ fee for eligible applicants 

providing for extraordinary circumstances including financial hardship or other 

compassionate reasons. Council will assess each application on its merits.  

 

EHOs attended a free Qld Erosion and Sediment Control (ESC) workshop in Brisbane 

delivered by Water by Design in February 2024. Water by Design is a local government 

partner in ESC and provides resources, checklists and guides for small to complex job sites. 

EHOs deliver proactive surveillance of building sites in the region to monitor compliance with 

the Environmental Protection Act 1994. EHOs also respond to ESC complaints involving home 

improvement projects on residential blocks. The process of soil particles washing into our 

waterways, is considered the number one issue affecting South-East Queensland with up to 

50,000 dump trucks worth of pollutants entering our waterways each year. Sediment in 

waterways can alter the flow of water, reduce water depth, impact on water quality and 

smother habitats. Council is raising community awareness of this issue initially through 

educational approach and escalation when necessary to achieve compliance. EHOs are also 

responsible for regulation of all other water contaminants prescribed under the 

Environmental Protection Regulation 2019 such chemicals, building and construction waste 

including bitumen, bricks, cement, concrete, oil and paint, food scraps, wastewater.  

 

Regulatory Services 

Staffing 

Regulatory Services have now completed recruiting for a Senior Officer and Officer to fill 

vacancies within the team. The Senior Officer position was a promotional opportunity, with 

an upgrade to an existing Officer position. It was filled from within the team by Steven 

O’Brien. The vacant Officer position was filled by Todd Perren who will commence with 

Council on March 2024. Both Steven and Todd bring many years of Policing experience to the 

roles. 

 

Workload 

Regulatory Services continue to receive the highest number of customer requests in Council, 

with over 900 customer requests received in the last three months. There are currently 57 

overdue tasks across the entire team, which reflects the low staffing numbers available due to 

resignation and leave commitments over the past three months. 

https://www.gympie.qld.gov.au/establishment-occupation-temporary-home-approval
https://www.gympie.qld.gov.au/establishment-occupation-temporary-home
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Collaboration with Police and other agencies 

Regulatory Services continues to build and develop an excellent working relationship with 

Gympie Police. In the most recent quarter, Police have assisted with several Regulatory 

Services warrants conducted in relation to dangerous dogs, with the shared goal of 

increasing public safety. Police, Council, and other agencies are also participants in the newly 

formed Gympie Rough Sleep Response Group, which will address the growing issue of 

homelessness in our community. This group’s initial meeting will be held on 28 February and 

will look to determine priorities and guidelines for the group.  

 

Most significantly, a new Request for Information process has also been established with 

Police, with Council investigating officers able to request timely information about properties 

or persons to enhance and inform investigations and promote officer safety. 

 

Rainbow Beach 

The team is currently working with Road Design to implement a new regulated parking trial 

within the Griffith Esplanade beach carpark at Rainbow Beach. The carpark has been a 

hotspot for illegal camping in recent years, along with associated public health, rubbish, and 

other anti-social issues. The trial will include prohibiting parking from 11pm – 4am 7 nights a 

week within the carpark and will be followed up with targeted Reg Services and Police 

attendance. If successful in addressing this issue, the trial will be expanded to include other 

hotspot locations for this activity. 

 

 
 

Compliance - Building and Plumbing, Planning 

Staffing Update: 

Compliance is pleased to announce the addition of the New Building and Plumbing 

Compliance Officer to our team in mid-February. With a full complement of staff, we are 

addressing the significant backlog of requests promptly. This includes not only processing 

new requests but also conducting follow-ups on notices issued previously to ensure 

compliance has been effectively met. 

 

Backlog Resolution: 



Ordinary Meeting Minutes 13 March 2024 

 

Page 48 of 110 

The implementation of Initial Contact Notices (ICN) has proven to be an effective strategy in 

achieving compliance during the early stages of our investigations. Utilising ICNs allows us to 

provide educational information, addressing non-compliance issues, without the need for 

immediate enforcement actions. This approach has been well-received by residents as it 

fosters a more collaborative and educational environment, minimising the perception of a 

punitive stance. 

 

Enforcement: 

The finalisation of the administrative framework for issuing infringements has been 

completed, granting Compliance the capability to issue fines for provisions under the 

relevant legislation. We have initiated the issuance of infringements for planning, building, 

and plumbing offences where appropriate, and anticipate a subsequent increase in 

enforcement actions. This strategic move aims to reinforce compliance and adherence to 

regulations. 

 

Planning Compliance: 

Operating at full capacity, Planning Compliance is diligently addressing an increased volume 

of planning complaints. This surge in cases has impacted investigation timeframes, 

prompting us to explore strategies for improved efficiency. Currently, a number of cases are 

under assessment for potential prosecution under the Planning Act 2016.  

 

Illegal Dumping: 

Council's illegal dumping campaign has intensified in recent months, resulting in numerous 

investigations. 72% of identified dump sites have been successfully cleaned up by the 

offender, significantly reducing the associated cleanup costs for the Council (see fig.1). To 

date, Compliance has issued fines totalling $29,459.00 to offenders. Strengthening our 

commitment to addressing this issue, we have begun fostering relationships with external 

stakeholders and state departments through joint site investigations. This collaborative effort 

aims to streamline reporting processes, reducing investigation timelines, and ensuring 

efficient tracking of statistical trends. This proactive approach enables the Council to manage 

asset allocation more effectively, especially during peak periods such as the Easter and 

Christmas holiday seasons. 
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PLANNING 

 

Vacancies across the Branch is currently 6 out of the total 19 positions, with 4 of those 

vacancies in development assessment (nb 10 total positions). 

 

Development Assessment 

 

The Development Assessment Unit received 51 new development applications in the 

December quarter, an increase of two (2) from the September quarter and compared to 67 

for the same period in 2022 and 84 in 2021.  

 

For the December quarter the following is also noted:  

 

➢ there were 9 change applications and 14 survey plan endorsement requests, bringing 

the total applications to 74 for the quarter.  

➢ 38 applications were determined with the breakdown as follows:  

• Building Work Assessable Against the Planning Scheme:  .................. 0 

• Reconfiguring a Lot:  ........................................................................................ 13  

• Material Change of Use: ................................................................................. 13 

• Operational Work: ............................................................................................ 12 
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Strategic Planning 

The new planning scheme preparation works have continued.  Stage 2 stakeholder 

engagement was completed on 7 August. The engagement outcomes/findings were 

workshopped with Councillors on 20 September 2023. The draft policy papers were subject 

to a further round of workshops with Councillors resulting in the following papers being 

finalised for Council’s endorsement: 

- Coastal Hazards, 

- Heritage Conservation, 

- Bruce Highway Realignment, 

- Residential Land and Housing,  

- Industrial Land, and  

- Retail and Commercial Development 

 

The following policy papers include elements that are still to be resolved and will require further 

discussion with Councillors:  

- Rural Land, 

- Open Space and Recreation, 

- Biodiversity Conservation, 

- Flooding, and 

- Bushfire. 

 

It is proposed to conduct further workshops on these papers in 2024. 

 

The exhibition of Amendment Package 3 to the current scheme concluded on 30 June. A 

report on this matter was considered at Council’s November workshop. A further report was 

submitted to Council’s Ordinary Meeting in December where the Amendment Package was 

endorsed. 
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Council at its meeting of 23 August 2023 resolved to seek the Minister’s approval of a new 

Biodiversity Protection Temporary Local Planning Instrument (TLPI) to ensure the 

continuation of biodiversity protection ahead of the new planning scheme coming into effect. 

The request for the new TLPI was referred to the Minister, on 6 September. The Minister 

approved Council’s request on 28 November and Council subsequently adopted the new 

Biodiversity TLPI at the Ordinary Meeting held on 13 December 2023. 

 

Urban Design 

At the 13 December 2023 Ordinary Meeting Council resolved to name the unnamed culvert 

on Window Road in honour of the late Levi Hanna. Earlier this year works were completed 

installing the signage at the crossing, refer below.  

 

 
 

The team are currently working through five (5) place name requests and six (6) memorial 

requests at various stages of assessment.  

 

Heritage matters continue to be important to local communities, with the team continuing its 

monthly engagement through its Heritage Reference Group meetings and a recently 

endorsed review of the Heritage Reference Group Charter to ensure the efficient and 

appropriate consideration of heritage related matters..  
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The team also provides advice and expertise in relation to customer enquiries and 

development applications and the development of new planning scheme provisions in 

relation to heritage, landscaping, verge vegetation protection, street tree provision and open 

space. 

 

The commencement of the new year also signals the commencement of a new season for a 

number of sports in our region. Following work undertaken to ascertain utilisation of our 

sporting venues and as part of broader work investigating future land for sports fields, the 

team are working with the tenants of Albert Park to try and accommodate any clashes in the 

draw at alternate venues in the region.  

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

There are no budget implications associated with the recommendation of this report. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

There are no policy implications associated with the recommendation of this report. 

5. CONSULTATION 

Community Sustainability Directorate Managers, Officers and Coordinators were consulted in 

the development of this report. 

6. CONCLUSION 

As outlined above, this report provides an opportunity to reflect achievements and learnings 

and to encourage information sharing across the Directorate, the Organisation and Council. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

⇩1. Gympie Regional Libraries - Activity Report January 2024 

⇩2. Customer Contact Statistical Report January 2024  

  

 

M08/03/24 

Moved Cr DH Stewart Seconded Cr J Milne   

That Council notes the Community Sustainability Directorate’s report. 

Carried  

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 

QUESTION ON NOTICE: Cr Devereaux requested information relating to illegal dumping that 

was mentioned recently in the Gympie Times, be provided to Councillors for their information. 
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7.2 RSPCA Pound Management Contract 

PORTFOLIO: Planning and Regulatory Compliance 

DIRECTORATE: Community Sustainability 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

1. Community and Environment  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

Prior to 2019 Council did not have a contract for pound management or adoptive services 

that the RSPCA were providing. The RSPCA had been operating at a considerable loss and in 

2019, Council resolved to contract 2018-2019 TO14. This provided services required by 

council and a schedule of rates that by the end of year 5 (five) would allow the RSPCA to 

break even. This contract allows Council to extend the contract by giving written notice to the 

Contractor no less than three months prior to the Termination Date. (30 June 2024) 

2. REPORT 

This report is seeking Council’s resolution to extending the term of the current Contract 

2018-2019- TO14 (Doc ID 2131551) Pound Management and Adoption Services Agreement. 

 

Staff have had initial meetings with the state LGA Manager from the RSPCA who has 

indicated that they are keen to discuss a review of the current Agreement and a continuation 

of the current process of annual increments. We are currently paying $616,752 per annum 

with an annual CPI increase. 

 

In 2019 the project was put out to public tender. The RSPCA was the only tender received. 

 

An example of running our own business was compared at the time of Tender with Warwick, 

Southern Downs Regional Council, the comparison highlighted an extremely high euthanasia 

rate compared to Gympie at the time. During the running of this contract, we have been able 

to retain our euthanasia rate to 11% because of the agreed adoption program run by the 

RSPCA. 

 

The current Agreement has worked well with both parties able to meet all aspects of the 

contract. Numbers over the past 3 years have varied from FY21 – 1418, FY 22 – 1098 and FY 

23 – 1327 averaging 1281 animals through the pound facility every financial year. Our current 

Agreement allows for up to 1700 animal before there are any further renumeration reviews. 

 

Both properties at the facility are owned by their respective organisations. Council owning 

the Pound and the RSPCA owning the Adoption Centre. This forms a strong relationship 

between the operational requirements of both. It gives Council the adoption option relieving 

us of this operational requirement. 
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The agreement enables 7 day a week operation with public hours of 10am-5pm, Authorised 

officers receiving impounded animals at all hours.  

 

Attached is the 2019 report to Council ‘Pound Management Report’ seeking Council 

adoption of the new contract. An independent review of this tender agreed that the RSPCA 

would be positively financed by the contract eventually in the 5th year. Information provided 

by the RSPCA in January 2024 indicated that this was the case, and they are now not making 

a loss on the contract. They have also indicated that they are not trying to make a profit on 

this contract but in fact trying to break even as a community and regional service. 

 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

A continued annual CPI increase on the current contract. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

NIL 

5. CONSULTATION 

Council’s Procurement team 

Councilor  Workshop in February 2024 

RSPCA State management – Mr Paul King 

Council Procurement Branch 

6. CONCLUSION 

The council officers advise the RSPCA that we will extend the current contract for Pound 

Management and Adoptive Services and negotiate a new schedule for Council resolution. 

 

 

M09/03/24 

Moved Cr HT Smerdon Seconded Cr WA Polley   

That Council resolve to authorise officers to advise RSPCA that Council will exercise an 

option of extending the term of the current agreement by an additional 5 years. 

Carried  

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 

QUESTION ON NOTICE: Cr Polley requested clarification on the metric CPI mentioned in this 

report. 
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LATE ITEM 
 

7.3 Development Application for Material Change of Use - Transport Depot 

(Removalist's Depot) and Warehouse (Storage of Shipping Containers) at 

427 Carlson Road, Coles Creek 

PORTFOLIO: Planning and Regulatory Compliance 

DIRECTORATE: Community Sustainability 

DOC ID: 2022-0041      

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

3. Organisation  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

This development application was discussed at Council’s Ordinary Meeting held on  

21 February 2024, where it was resolved via Minutes 10/02/24. 

 

M10/02/24 

Moved Cr DH Stewart 

 

That the matter lay on the table to allow the drafting of a new recommendation which 

approves the application with conditions that include: the maximum number of 

containers; distance from neighbours; screen planting; hours of operation. 

Carried  

 

2. REPORT 

Council requested that an alternate recommendation to approve the development come to 

Council.  This report is provided in response to that request. The recommendation is to 

approve the development subject to conditions as outlined. 

 

Whilst the proposal is not in accordance with Council’s planning scheme, Councillors, in the 

30 November 2023 workshop, raised several matters that suggest that the proposed 

development and activities are not at odds with the surrounding area.  

 

It was requested by Minute of 21 February 2024, that an alternative recommendation for 

approval be prepared and is provided below. This includes a set of standard conditions that 

would be applied to such a development. In addition to the issues raised in the Minute the 

conditions drafted also reflect the planning issues and application’s deficiencies identified 

through the assessment process that have not been adequately addressed (ie traffic).  
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Suggested reasons for the decision have been included, based on the Councillor discussions 

to date but Council may wish to amend or embellish them. 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

As advised previously, approval of the development may have budget implications with 

regards to compliance action and possible additional road maintenance from the vehicle 

traffic associated with the use. The property is also not rated as an industrial activity as other 

businesses in industrial zones are. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The proposal is inconsistent with the outcomes sought for the Rural Zone in Council’s 

Planning Scheme, consideration for Council will be if the current activity is beyond keeping 

with other adjoining activities in the zone.   

 

It is appreciated the Council has indicated a willingness to support the proposal.  It is noted 

that under the Act, any decision to approve it needs to be accompanied by the ‘relevant 

matters’ relied upon.  

 

Approval of uses outside the intended zone can undermine the value of those zones in the 

absence of ‘relevant matters’ and will weaken Council’s position in any challenge of its 

decision. 

5. CONSULTATION 

The proposal has been presented to Councillors on the following occasions: 

• Workshop 30 November 2023 

• Ordinary Meeting 24 January 2024 

• Ordinary Meeting 21 February 2024 

6. CONCLUSION 

As requested by Council, an alternative recommendation with appropriate conditions to form 

an approval is provided for Council’s consideration. 

 

 

M10/03/24 

Moved Cr BM Devereaux Seconded Cr DH Stewart   

That Council as Assessment Manager APPROVE Development Application for Material 

Change of Use - Transport Depot (Removalist's Depot) and Warehouse (Storage of 

Shipping Containers) at 427 Carlson Road, Coles Creek. 

 

No. Conditions The time by which the 

condition must be met, 

implemented or 

complied with 

Approved Plans 

1 The development is to be generally in accordance with 

the facts and circumstances presented in the 

development application and generally in accordance 

At all times 
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with the approved plans outlined in Approved plans 

and specifications section of this Decision Notice 

subject to any amendments required by conditions of 

this approval. 

Nature and Extent of Use 

2 This Development Approval is for a Material Change 

of Use for a Transport Depot (removalist depot) and 

Warehouse (storage of shipping containers): 

a) The maximum number of shipping containers 

to be stored on-site is limited to 68;  

b) The configuration is limited to that shown on 

the proposal plan;  

c) Containers are not to be stored within 35m of 

the common boundary with Lot 1 RP163591;  

d) The outdoor Transport Depot area is limited to 

the storage of three (3) trucks and forklift.  

At all times 

3 Hours of operation are as follows: 

• Monday to Friday: 8.00am – 5.00pm;  

• Saturday: 8.00am to 2:00pm. 

• Sunday and Public Holiday : Not permitted. 

At all times 

4 Service vehicle movements associated with the 

approved use (including loading and unloading) must 

not occur outside the hours of 8am to 5pm Monday to 

Friday, 8am to 2pm Saturday and not at all on 

Sundays or public holidays. 

At all times 

Further Development Permits Required 

5 The following development permits are to be obtained 

and complied with;- 

(a) Development Permit for Building Work; 

(b) Development Permit for Operational Work 

(Roadworks, Stormwater, Drainage works, 

Earthworks, Other – Access and driveways). 

(c) Development Permit for Operational Work 

(Landscaping) 

To be obtained within 6 

months of the date this 

approval takes effect; 

and 

To be completed within 9 

months of the date the 

relevant permit takes 

effect.  

Access and Parking 

6 Accesses to the proposed development are to be 

designed and constructed in accordance with the 

requirements of Council’s Infrastructure and 

Operational work (excluding Advertising Device) Code 

– Drawing No R-15 and R-16 to accommodate the 

largest vehicle using the site. 

 

In conjunction with an 

Operational Work 

Approval which is to be 

obtained withing 6 

months of the date this 

approval takes effect; and 

To be complete within 9 

months of the date the 

operational work permit 

takes effect.  

 

7 All internal hard stand areas, manoeuvring areas and 

internal access roads are be constructed to a dust 

In conjunction with an 

Operational Work 
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reduced  all weather standard in accordance Scheme 

Policy 1: Development Standards. 

 

Approval which is to be 

obtained withing 6 

months of the date this 

approval takes effect; and 

To be complete within 9 

months of the date the 

operational work permit 

takes effect.  

 

8 Swept path diagrams of the largest anticipated vehicle 

to access the site are to be provided. 

 

In conjunction with an 

Operational Work 

Approval which is to be 

obtained withing 6 

months of the date this 

approval takes effect; and 

To be complete within 9 

months of the date the 

operational work permit 

takes effect.  

 

9 Loading/unloading operations shall be conducted 

within the site and vehicles waiting to be 

loaded/unloaded shall stand entirely within the site. 

At all times 

Roadworks 

10 Carlson Road is to be upgraded around the truck 

entrances to the property, to achieve an ultimate Rural 

Local Road design standard. Specifically, the following 

works are to be undertaken in accordance with plans 

and specifications approved by Council: 

(a) Carlson Road is to be widened to a 7.0 metre 

wide formation and sealed to 6.0 metre width 

consisting of two (2) by 3.0 metre wide lanes and 

two by 0.5 metre wide shoulders with associated 

drainage works. 

In conjunction with an 

Operational Work 

Approval which is to be 

obtained withing 6 

months of the date this 

approval takes effect; and 

To be complete within 9 

months of the date the 

operational work permit 

takes effect.  

 

Stormwater 

11 Stormwater is to be disposed of on-site so as to cause 

no scour or damage to adjoining properties. 

At all times. 

12 The method of treatment of stormwater runoff from 

and through the site shall be designed and 

constructed in accordance with Council’s 

Infrastructure and Operational Work (excluding 

Advertising Device) Code. 

 

In conjunction with an 

Operational Work 

Approval which is to be 

obtained withing 6 

months of the date this 

approval takes effect; and 

To be complete within 9 

months of the date the 

operational work permit 

takes effect.  
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13 A site-specific Stormwater Management Plan 

prepared by a suitably qualified engineer (RPEQ) must 

be provided to address stormwater runoff generated 

from within the site and demonstrate a non-

worsening of downstream at the lawful point of 

discharge. 

In conjunction with an 

Operational Work 

Approval which is to be 

obtained withing 6 

months of the date this 

approval takes effect; and 

To be complete within 9 

months of the date the 

operational work permit 

takes effect.  

 

Earthworks 

14 Any filling or other development works undertaken on 

the site shall be carried out so as not to cause the 

ponding of water on any adjoining lands or the 

blockage or interference with any natural watercourse. 

At all times 

Amenity 

15 There is to be no detrimental effect upon the amenity 

of the locality by reason of the creation of excessive 

noise, lighting nuisance or other emissions at any time 

to the reasonable satisfaction of the Council. 

At all times. 

16 Noise from the approved use must not cause an 

environmental nuisance at any nuisance sensitive 

place. 

At all times. 

17 All night lighting must be designed and constructed 

to comply with AS4282 control of the obtrusive effects 

of outdoor lighting so that light emitted from the 

development does not cause nuisance or annoyance 

to residents or traffic in the immediate vicinity. 

At all times.   

18 Establish procedures for minimising visible dust 

emissions from the premises. Visible dust must be 

suppressed immediately. Dust emissions must be 

minimised with the implementation of dust 

commencement control measures such as sweeping 

and hose downs. Dust must be suppressed using 

water sprays or by applying purpose made organic 

dust-binding agents. 

Within three(3) months of 

the date this approval 

takes effect.  

 

The requirements to be 

implemented at all times 

or thereafter as required.  

Landscaping 

19 a) A landscape buffer is to be provided to the eastern 

boundary, and the road frontage; from the 

location shown on the proposal plan to the 

Carlson Road front boundary  in accordance with a 

Landscaping plan to the satisfaction of Council. 

b) The buffer is to comprise of 2-3 overlapping rows 

of trees and shrubs to form effective screening. 

The area is to be planted with native species 

endemic to the area; 

In conjunction with an 

Operational Work 

Approval which is to be 

obtained withing 6 

months of the date this 

approval takes effect; and 

To be complete within 9 

months of the date the 
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c) Landscaping works are to be completed in 

accordance with approved landscape plans 

  

operational work permit 

takes effect.  

 

Waste 

20 The number and type of refuse containers provided on 

site are to be determined in accordance with the 

current Council’s Revenue Statement – Commercial 

waste collection services. 

At all times 

Vegetation Clearing 

21 Development is limited to the existing cleared areas.  

Any further vegetation clearing will be subject to 

further assessment 

At all times. 

General Development Works 

22 The alteration of any public utility mains (eg. 

Electricity, water, sewerage, gas etc.) or other facilities 

necessitated by the development of the land or 

associated construction works external to the site is to 

be undertaken at no cost to Council. 

At all times. 

23 Any plans/construction for infrastructure works, other 

civil works and street lighting required by this 

development permit, are to be surveyed, designed 

and constructed in accordance with Council’s 

Infrastructure and Operational Work (excluding 

Advertising Device) Code. 

As indicated. 

24 Any filling or other development works undertaken on 

the site shall be carried out so as not to cause the 

ponding of water on any adjoining lands or the 

blockage or interference with any natural watercourse. 

At all times. 

 

The ‘relevant matters’ relied on in making this decision are: 

 

1. The development is providing a needed community service for the Gympie Region 

due to the housing crisis; 

2. The development is not going to significantly impact on the rural amenity and 

character of the immediate area having regard to surrounding land uses; 

3. The development provides local economic benefit. 

 

Carried  

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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Refer to report 5.1  

 

Presentation of the amendments to the Ordinary Meeting Minutes for 13 December was 

carried out at this point. With the resolution of M03/03/24 being finalised following this 

review. 

 

A full copy of these amended minutes have been included after the attachments for this 

meeting.



Ordinary Meeting Minutes 13 March 2024 

 

Page 62 of 110 

SECTION 8: INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES  

No reports were tabled for Infrastructure Services  

 

SECTION 9: PORTFOLIO COUNCILLOR REPORTS  

No Portfolio Councillor reports were submitted for this meeting. 

 

SECTION 10: GENERAL BUSINESS     

No General Business was tabled at this meeting. 

 

 SECTION 11: ATTACHMENTS 

5.1 Amendments to Meeting Minutes 13 December 2023 

ATTACHMENT 1 SUMMARY OF REVIEW FINDINGS .................................................................................. 64 

ATTACHMENT 2 RECOMMENDED AMENDMENTS TO MINUTES OF 13 DECEMBER 2023 .................. 65 

ATTACHMENT 3 UNCONFIRMED AMENDED ORDINARY MEETING MINUTES OF 13 

DECEMBER 2023 ............................................................................................................ 67 

 

6.1 Council Ordinary Meeting Action Report for Quarter Two - 2023/2024 

ATTACHMENT 1 PENDING ACTION ITEMS - Q2 AS AT FEBRUARY 2024.............................................. 86 

 

6.2 February 2024 Finance Report 

ATTACHMENT 1 FEBRUARY 2024 FINANCE REPORT .............................................................................. 89 

 

7.1 Community Sustainability Directorate Report 

ATTACHMENT 1 GYMPIE REGIONAL LIBRARIES - ACTIVITY REPORT JANUARY 2024 ........................ 100 

ATTACHMENT 2 CUSTOMER CONTACT STATISTICAL REPORT JANUARY 2024 .................................. 109   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



$i Sst 
REGIONAL 

. 
} COUNCIL 

Ordinary Meeting Minutes 13 March 2024 aes 

ria
l 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 11.38am 

Confirmed this Twtensry FIerH day of Aeaw 2024 
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The meeting commenced at 9.00am 

PRESENT: Mayor Cr GC Hartwig (Chairman), Crs J Milne, NG Jensen, SA Waldock, BM 

Devereaux, DH Stewart, HT Smerdon, WA Polley and RA Fredman. 

 

Also in attendance were: 

Chief Executive Officer (Mr R Jennings), Acting Director – Community Sustainability (Mr A 

Parker), Acting Director – Corporate Services (Mr D Lewis), Director – Infrastructure Services 

(Mr G O’Byrne), Manager Governance, Integrity and Risk (Mrs L Hatch), Manager – Finance 

(Mrs D Hatherell), Manager – Communications, Business and Engagement (Ms T Bailey), 

Manager – Planning (Ms T Stenholm), Coordinator Urban Design (Mrs E Wheatley) and 

Minutes Clerks (Ms C Kennedy and Mrs T Bannan). 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

We would like to acknowledge the Traditional Owners and Custodians of this land Kabi Kabi 

on which this event is taking place.  

 

We would like to acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and their 

ongoing connection to land, sea and community. 

 

We pay respects to the Elders past, present and emerging. 

 

We also extend that respect to all other people present. 

 

OPEN WITH PRAYER 

Father Adrian Farrelly from St Patrick’s Catholic Church offered a prayer for the advancement 

of the region and the true welfare of its people. 

 

Cr Jensen attended the meeting at 9.03am  

 

One Minute’s silence for family and friends of deceased residents of the region. 

 

SECTION 1: DISCLOSURE OF INTEREST 

The Mayor asked if any Councillor needed to disclose an interest in any agenda item. 

 

Cr Smerdon advised that he has a declarable disclosure of interest in relation to agenda item 

6.4 2024 Gympie Show Sponsorship 

 

Cr Devereaux advised that he has a declarable disclosure of interest in relation to agenda 

item 8.1 New Lease to Gympie Eight Ball Association over part of Reg English Complex - 

Lease Area E, 33 Cartwright Road, Gympie 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ordinary Meeting Minutes 13 December 2023 

 

Page 5 of 313 

SECTION 2: APOLOGIES / LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

 

No apologies or leave of absences were submitted. 

 

SECTION 3: CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

M01/12/23 

Moved Cr HT Smerdon                        Seconded Cr WA Polley   

That the Minutes of the Gympie Regional Council Ordinary Meeting held on 22 

November 2023 be taken as read and confirmed. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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SECTION 4: PETITIONS 

 

4.1 Petition for No Fluoride 

PORTFOLIO: Water and Waste Water 

DIRECTORATE: Office of the CEO 

DOC ID:       

 

1. REPORT 

Council has received a petition with 651 signatories concerned about the adding of Industrial 

Waste Fluoride into the regions water supply.  

 

“We, the undersigned, respectfully petition the Gympie Regional Council to be aware that: 

1. According to Medical Scientific Research, evidence shows that adding Industrial Waste 

Fluoride into our water supply is harmful to all life. 

2. Our Gympie Regional Council has not performed a “Duty of Care” by informing the Rate 

Payer, that there is Industrial Waste Fluoride added into our water supply, and that, it has 

proven harmful effects. 

3. 75% of Queensland Councils have opted out of adding Industrial Waste Fluoride into their 

water supply… Under the Water Fluoridation Act 2008… Gympie Council could choose to 

be next? 

4. Less than 5% of the world's population received Industrial Waste Fluoride in their drinking 

water. 98% of Europe have rejected or banned Industrial Waste Fluoride treatment as it’s 

classed as a poison.  

5. We request that the resulting cost saving to Gympie Regional Council, be passed onto 

the Community.  

6. We request that the Council’s CEO advise the Lead Petitioner, the actual date of 

receiving, the petitioners’ registered mail. 

7. We request the Council’s CEO table this petition as received prior to 13th December, for 

Gympie Regional Council Meeting. “ 

 

The Office of the CEO has officially received the above petition dated 28 November 2023 and 

correspondence acknowledging receipt of said petition has been sent through to the principal 

petitioner on the 7 December 2023. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

⇩1. Petition for No Fluoride 27 November 2023  

  

 

M02/12/23 

Moved Cr HT Smerdon Seconded Cr BM Devereaux   

That Council notes, as per section 8.0 of the Standing Orders, that this petition was 

received by Office of the Chief Executive Officer (CEO) on the 28 November 2023 and 
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refers the matter to the CEO for consideration, with a report relating to action on this 

matter to be presented to a future meeting of Council. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr WA 

Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Cr SA Waldock 

 

 

   

 



Ordinary Meeting Minutes 13 December 2023 

 

Page 8 of 313 

SECTION 5: OFFICE OF THE CEO  

 

No report presented to this meeting 
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SECTION 6: CORPORATE SERVICES 

 

6.1 Council Ordinary Meetings for the First Quarter 2024 

PORTFOLIO: Governance, Risk and Disaster Management 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

3. Organisation  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

Section 257 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 (the Regulation) provides that Council 

must meet at least once in each month at one (1) of Council’s public offices or, for particular 

meetings, at another place fixed by Council by resolution, for the meeting. 

 

The Regulation also provides that local governments must publish, at least once a year, 

details of the days and times of both the ordinary meetings of the local government and any 

standing committees. The details must be published on the local government’s website and 

in a newspaper circulating in the area.  

 

The proposed date for the 2024 local government elections is found at the Electoral 

Commission Queensland website www.ecq.qld.gov.au/elections/election-events/2024-local-

government-elections. The caretaker period is the period of time before a local government 

election when the Council cannot make any major policy decisions. This is to avoid binding 

the future elected council with significant policy changes. The caretaker period usually starts 

when the public notice of the election is given and ends at the conclusion of the election. The 

tentative date for the notice of election is 29 January 2024.  

 

Council is now required to prepare its Ordinary Meeting Schedule for 2024 up to the Election 

Day, which is Saturday 16 March 2024.  

2. REPORT 

The below Ordinary Meeting dates have been proposed. This schedule complies with the 

monthly meeting requirement of the Regulation: 

 

Day/Date Meeting Details 

Wednesday, 10 January 2024 Workshop 9am – Town Hall Boardroom 

Wednesday, 24 January 2024 Ordinary 9am – Town Hall Boardroom  

Wednesday, 14 February 2024 Workshop 9am – Town Hall Boardroom 

Wednesday, 21 February 2024 Ordinary 9am – Town Hall Boardroom 

Wednesday, 13 March 2024 Ordinary 9am – Town Hall Boardroom  

 

http://www.ecq.qld.gov.au/elections/election-events/2024-local-government-elections
http://www.ecq.qld.gov.au/elections/election-events/2024-local-government-elections
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A Post Election meeting may be held on Wednesday, 27 March 2024. Subsequent Council 

meetings for the remainder of the year will be resolved by the newly elected Council. 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

There are no budget implications associated with the recommendation of this report. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

A monthly meeting schedule is required to be set and published by Council, in accordance 

with the Regulation.  Council’s Caretaker Period Policy will provide guidance during this 

period, refer to www.gympie.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/4751/caretaker-period-policy.  

5. CONSULTATION 

Consultation on the proposed dates occurred through the Office of the Chief Executive 

Officer. 

6. CONCLUSION 

Proposed dates for Council’s Ordinary Meetings for January to March 2024, prior to the local 

government election have been provided for consideration. Once a meeting schedule is 

resolved by Council, it may be published as per the requirements of the Regulation. The 

newly elected Council will later resolve the Council meeting schedule for the remainder of the 

2024 calendar year. 

 

 

M03/12/23 

Moved Cr BM Devereaux Seconded Cr DH Stewart   

That Council resolve to adopt and publish the Ordinary Meeting Schedule for the first 

quarter of 2024 as outlined in this Report.  

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 

 

http://www.gympie.qld.gov.au/downloads/file/4751/caretaker-period-policy
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6.2 November 2023 Finance Report 

PORTFOLIO: IT and Finance 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

1. Community and Environment  

2. Infrastructure and Economic Opportunity  

3. Organisation  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

To meet its monthly reporting obligations under s204 of the Local Government Regulation 

2012, a monthly financial report is to be provided to Council for its information. 

 

This report provides commentary on Council’s financial results at 30 November 2023. 

2. REPORT 

The financial statements provide a comparison of actual results to 30 November 2023 to the 

revised budget adopted by Council on 25 October 2023. 

 

The overall actual year to date performance to 30 November 2023 is a surplus of $32.4m, 

which is tracking higher than the forecasted position of a surplus of $22.7m. 

 

Council’s operating result at 30 November 2023 is a surplus of $10.5m compared to a year-

to-date budget surplus of $6.9m. 

 

At 30 November 2023 the underlying operational result excluding extraordinary items is an 

operational surplus of $12.1m compared a year-to-date budget operational surplus of $9.6m.  

The extraordinary items are operational projects which are not considered Council business 

as usual activities and include the GRIT Project, the Planning Scheme and the operational 

portion of the Southside Sewerage project. 

 

Operating Revenue: 

The financial report at 30 November 2023 shows overall operating revenue received of 

$64.0m which is trending higher than the year-to-date budget of $61.0m. 

 

The operational revenue variances contributing to this result are outlined in the following 

table. 

 

Revenue Variance 

($’000)s 

Comments 
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Rates Revenue 

Rates, Levies 

and Charges - 

net 

$449 Increase in the number of rateable properties included in the 

first half year rates calculation. 

Fees & Charges 

Building and 

Plumbing  

$106 Plumbing applications continue to trend higher than forecast 

across the region, resulting in a higher than forecast receipt 

of application fees. This trend will continue to be monitored 

by the Building and Plumbing and Finance Teams and 

revised, if necessary, at a future budget review. 

Development 

Assessments 

$90 Higher than forecast submission of planning applications.  

Activity will be monitored and revised, if necessary, at a 

future budget review. 

Regulatory 

Services 

$78 Favourable variance due to issue of Dog Registrations – 

budget phasing to be amended. 

Waste $191 Higher than forecast waste disposals at Council’s Waste 

Management Facilities. 

Water $42 Higher than forecast water connections. This trend will be 

monitored by the Finance Team and revised, if necessary, at 

a future budget review. 

Wastewater $145 Higher than forecasts trade waste disposals and sewer 

connections compared to the current forecast. This trend will 

be monitored by the Finance Team and revised, if necessary, 

at a future budget review. 

Interest & Investment Revenue 

Interest and 

Investment 

Revenue 

$810 The higher than forecast cash balance has resulted in 

increased interest and investment revenue received to date 

on council’s investments and term deposits, Higher than 

forecast interest revenue on overdue rates has also been 

received. 

Sales Revenue 

Water Sales   $376 The bulk water sales favourable variance is due to changing 

weather conditions driving up water consumption and 

increased demand for standpipe access.  

Water 

Recoverable 

Works 

$120 Higher demand for water meters and connections due to 

increased property development activity in the region. 

Grants, Subs, Contributions & Donations 

Waste Levy  $70 Earlier than forecast recognition of State Waste Levy 

payments.  

Employment 

Subsidies   

$46 Increased employment subsidies received to date which will 

be offset by increased expenditure to fund trainee positions. 

 

The percentage of outstanding rates at 30 November 2023 was 9.86% compared to 9.89% for 

the same period in the prior financial year. 
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Outstanding rates and charges balances will continue to be monitored in accordance with 

Council’s outstanding rates and charges collection policy and procedures. 

 

Operating Expenditure: 

Inclusive of extraordinary items, operating expenditure at 30 November 2023 totalled $53.5m 

compared to the year-to-date budget of $54.1m. 

 

The favourable variance of $0.6m primarily relates to differences in the timing of budget 

phasing for materials and services across branches which is partially offset by increased 

expenditure for Employee Expenses. 

 

Details of these operational expenditure variances are listed below: 

 

Operational 

Expenditure 

Variance 

($’000)s 

Comments 

Employee Expenses  

Salary & Wages  ($965) Higher than forecast labour costs due to the successful 

recruitment to long term vacancies, lump sum 

termination payments and higher than anticipated 

overtime costs mainly in the Water and Waste Water and 

Community and Commercial Branches. 

Workers 

Compensation 

($263) The actual workers compensation premium is higher than 

the original budget due to current economic and 

insurance factors. 

Materials & Services 

NBN Bushfire 

Resilient HPC 

Project  

$445 The NBN Project has been completed and the budget will 

be updated as part of the next budget review. 

GRIT Project $1400 ERP project budget phasing is currently being reviewed 

with the project budget to be updated once this review is 

completed. 

Finance Costs 

Interest Expenses $138 Forecast borrowings not required to date.  The budget for 

interest expense relating to these borrowings will be 

updated in the next budget review. 

Depreciation 

Depreciation $3 Currently depreciation expenditure is trending in 

alignment with the budget.  However, the budget for 

depreciation will be updated in the next budget review to 

reflect the asset valuation increases identified in the 

2022-23 Financial Statements. 

 

Finance officers meet with responsible budget managers on a monthly basis to assist with the 

analysis of budget variances and the updating of budget phasing as required. 
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Capital Revenue: 

At 30 November 2023, a total of $21.9m had been received in capital revenue, which is 

trending higher that the year-to-date budget of $15.8m. 

 

The level of capital income is the result of the receipt of higher than forecast Infrastructure 

Charges ($3.6m) and Voluntary Home Buy Back (VHBB) grant funds ($1.8m).  The VHBB grant 

funding is offset by the purchases of properties included in council’s capital expenditure to 

date.  The budgets for capital grants and subsidies have been aligned to the current forecasts 

for completion of associated capital projects and the submission of funding acquittals with 

any required budget amendments to be reflected in the next budget review. 

 

It should also be noted that the recognition of capital subsidies and grants may be adjusted 

during the financial year, in accordance with the reporting requirements for capital subsides 

under current Accounting Standards. 

 

Capital Project Expenditure: 

At 30 November 2023, Council had expended $36.3m on its annual capital works program 

compared to a forecast year to date of $31.5m. 

 

Of the $36.3m actual capital expenditure incurred to the 30 November 2023, costs in relation 

to the voluntary house buy back scheme total $7.9m compared to the adopted budget of 

$3m.  This program is fully funded by the Queensland Reconstruction Authority (QRA) and 

the budget allocation will be increased to reflect the forecast approved buy back from QRA in 

the next budget review. 

 

Finance officers continue to be available to assist Project Managers with adjustments to 

budget phasing for the capital program to better reflect the financial milestones of each 

capital project. 

 

Statement of Financial Position: 

The Statement of Financial Position compares Council’s assets, liabilities and community 

equity position to the previous financial year and for the period to 30 November 2023, shows 

an increase in Community Equity of $131.8m. 

 

This increase in equity is primarily due to the increase in Property, Plant and Equipment due 

to the confirmation of the asset revaluation process which was as part of the finalisation of 

the 2022-23 financial statements process, recognition of contract assets and liabilities and 

Council’s improved cash balance at 30 November 2023. 

 

Cash and Cash Equivalents Report: 

Excluding funds held in trust, total cash on hand at 30 November 2023 was $87.4m and of 

these funds, $86.5m was invested with the Queensland Treasury Corporation with $0.25m 

invested with Auswide Bank and $0.25m invested with Bendigo Bank.  

The cash balance includes constrained funds of $72.4m which are made up of the 

prepayment of grant funds, the prepayment of the state waste levy, infrastructure charges 

and provisions for rehabilitation of landfill and quarry sites across the region. 
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While council’s overall cash and cash equivalents at 30 November 2023 continues to track 

higher than the balance for the same period in the prior year, it should be noted that 

Council’s unrestricted cash balance is now slightly below the benchmark for the Cash Expense 

Cover Ratio.   

 

As part of the next budget review, a detailed analysis of the funding sources for the delivery 

of capital projects will be undertaken.  It is anticipated that as part of this analysis, council 

officers will identify a number of capital projects which fit the criteria for funding by 

Infrastructure Charges.  

 

The expected changes in funding sources will ensure that infrastructure charges which have 

been collected to date are allocated to projects related to the construction and/or upgrading 

of council’s trunk infrastructure and that Council’s unrestricted cash reserves are maintained 

at acceptable levels. 

 

Council also currently holds $1.9m in trust for developers, ratepayers and other parties. 

 

The graph below presents a rolling 12-month comparisons of Council’s total Cash and Cash 

Equivalent balances. 

 

 
 

The indicative interest rate on investments at 30 November 2023 was 4.59% compared to 

3.74% at 30 November 2022 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

As the 2023-24 operational expenditure budget includes an estimated vacancy rate of $2.3m, 

close monitoring of Council’s monthly financial performance is of critical importance for 

Council to achieve the financial results adopted in its 2023-24 Budget. 
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4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The October monthly management report is in line with Council policy, the Local Government 

Act 2009 and the Local Government Regulation 2012. 

5. CONSULTATION 

Consultation on commentary regarding financial performance to 30 November 2023 has 

been undertaken with Managers and the Executive Leadership Team. 

6. CONCLUSION 

Council’s financial statements for the period ended 30 November 2023 provide a comparison 

of actual results against the revised budget adopted at Council’s Ordinary Meeting on 25 

October 2023. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

⇩1. November 2023 Finance Report  

  

 

M04/12/23 

Moved Cr DH Stewart Seconded Cr WA Polley   

That Council receive and note the financial report for the period ended 30 November 

2023.  

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 

 



Ordinary Meeting Minutes 13 December 2023 

 

Page 17 of 313 

 

 

6.3 Procurement Report - November 2023 

PORTFOLIO: IT and Finance 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

1. Community and Environment  

2. Infrastructure and Economic Opportunity  

3. Organisation  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

This report provides a summary of the Procurement Panel’s activities.  The report includes 

items endorsed by the Procurement Panel (the Panel) for procurement that exceed the 

financial delegation of the Chief Executive Officer. 

2. REPORT 

2.1 Procurement Panel Meeting Minutes 

The minutes of the Procurement Panel Meetings, are: 

 

i. Procurement Meeting No 111 – 29 November 2023  

a. Post Market Approval - RFT2023-24 T132 Traffic Control Services – for 

endorsement 

b. Post Market Approval - RFT2023-24 T126 Agricultural Chemical Products – for 

endorsement 

c. Contract Variation - RFT2023-2024 001/01 Water Wastewater Shed & Main 

Administration Building Amenities Alterations / Reconfiguration – for 

endorsement.  

 

2.2 RFT2023-24 T132 Traffic Control Services 

Background 

The current Preferred Supplier Arrangement PSA0091- Traffic Control Services has been 

successfully operating over the last 3 years with a 1-year refresh and expiry on the 13 October 

2023.  On the 6 July 2023, the Executive Leadership Team (ELT) approved the replacement this 

arrangement upon its expiry with a new Register of Prequalified Suppliers (RPQS) T132 Traffic 

Control Services Arrangement to be established. 

   

The current PSA 0091- Traffic Control arrangement was extended to 12 December 2023 in 

accordance with ELT approval on 5 October 2023 to make allowance for the evaluation process. 

The Traffic Control arrangement sustains and supports the operational delivery of critical 

services for future community demand, obtains value for money and provide opportunities for 
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local and neighbouring suppliers to provided goods and services to Council as embedded 

contractors. 
 

Report  

An Approach to Market was conducted via open tender via Vendor Panel released on 17 July 

2023 and closed 8 August 2023 with nine (9) submissions. 

 

Tender Evaluation Panel 

The Evaluation Panel convened to assess the Tenders on 10 November 2023  

  

Position   Organisation / Role  

(Panel Chairman) Assessment Panel Member 

1  

Senior Traffic Management Designer  

Assessment Panel Member 2 (Health and 

Safety Representative)  

Advisor Wellbeing and Safety   

Assessment Panel Member 3  Coordinator Roads Maintenance  

Assessment Panel Member 4  Coordinator Road Construction Delivery  

Assessment Panel Member 5  Manager Property and Open Spaces  

  

Evaluation Procedure 

The tender evaluation was conducted in three (3) stages 

• Initial Evaluation 

• Post Tender Notification 

• Final Evaluation. 

 

Initial Evaluation 

The following nine (9) Tenders were received at the close of the tender. The tender pack 

requested each supplier to submit a schedule of rates for services. 

 

Name of Respondent  
Schedule of Rates Provided 

(Y/N)  

Date Tender received   

Aaction Traffic Control  Y 28 July 2023 

Better Traffic Solutions  Y  5 August 2023  

East Coast Traffic Control  Y  8 August 2023  

Moonyah Workforce Pty Ltd  N  31 July 2023  

RPM Hire   Y  8 August 2023  

Sheild Traffic   Y  28 July 2023  

Site Services Group Pty Ltd   Y  31 July 2023  

Traffic Management People  Y  8 August 2023  

Verifact Traffic Pty Ltd   Y  8 August 2023  

  

Post Tender Notification & Final Evaluation  

Post Tender Notifications were sent to all of the nine (9) suppliers. 

The evaluation criteria for the tender is outlined in the following table. 
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Evaluation Criterion Weighting 

Price 40% 

Contract Experience and Capacity 

 
20% 

Methodology of Project Delivery 
15% 

 

Quality 5% 

Health and Safety  10% 

Local Benefits (Economy)  10% 

Total  100% 

 

The Conforming Tenders were assessed under the above criteria after Post Tender 

Notifications were received.  The evaluation panel’s final scores are outlined in the following 

table. 

  

Supplier   Weighted Price 

Score   

Non-Price 

element Score   

Total   Conforming / 

Non-Conforming   

Aaction Traffic  4.00  4.60  8.60  Conforming   

Better Traffic 

Solutions  

3.12  1.25  4.37  Non-Conforming, 

safety and quality 

systems not in 

place   

East Coast Traffic 

Control   

3.35  3.06  6.61  Conforming  

Moonyah 

Workforce   

0.00  0.00  0.00  No documentation 

provided – non- 

conforming   

RPM Hire   0.00  1.30  1.30  Non – 

Conforming   

Sheild Traffic   4.00  4.38  8.35  Conforming  

Site Services 

Group Civil   

2.75  3.88  6.63  Non – Conforming 

- Health and safety 

issues  

Traffic 

Management 

People   

3.58  3.50  7.07  Conforming  

Verificat Traffic   3.45  4.85  8.30  Conforming  

  

It is the Evaluation Panel’s opinion that as Moonyah Workforce, Site Services, Better Traffic 

Solutions and RPM Hire have submitted non-conforming tender submissions and failed to 

provide clarification or confirming information, they were excluded from the final tender 

evaluation process.  

  

Recommendation 

It is the evaluation panel’s recommendation that a Preferred Supplier Arrangement for 

Contract No 2023-24 T132 Traffic Management Services be established with the following 

suppliers: 
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• Aaction Traffic   

• East Coast Traffic Coastal  

• Sheild Traffic   

• Traffic Management People   

• Verifact Traffic. 

 

2.3 RFT2022-23 T126 Agricultural Chemical Products  

Background  

The Procure2Pay team have been tasked with the consolidation of supplier arrangement 

contracts prior to the release of the TechnologyOne ERP system for Inventory Related Products. 

These contracts create transparency across all prospective supplier pricing while supporting 

social and local benefit and capability to deliver. 

 

This contract supports the provision of opportunities for local and neighboring suppliers and 

the attainment of value for money. The T126 - Agricultural Chemical Products Supplier 

Arrangement will cover the supply of chemicals used in the day-to-day tasks of the Spray 

Operation Team and appointed contracted operators. 

 

The 2022-23 T126 – Agricultural Chemical Products Tender was released to market on 30 

August 2023 and closed on 20 September 2023 at 5:00 PM. 

 

Tender Evaluation Panel  

 

Position   Organisation / Role  

Chair  Officer - Procurement  

Technical Expert  Officer – Lands Protection  

Other Member  Senior Officer - Stores  

  

Evaluation Procedure 

The tender evaluation was conducted in three (3) stages 

• Initial Evaluation 

• Post Tender Notification 

• Final Evaluation. 

 

The Evaluation Panel convened to assess prospective tenderers through two (2) meetings. With 

the first on 31 October 2023 and the second on 9 November 2023 following responses to the 

Post Tender Notifications. 

 

Initial Evaluation 

The following Tenders were received at the close of the tender. 

 

Name of Respondent  Compliance Date Received 

Australian Agribusiness 

(Holdings)  

Y  20 September 23 

Greenway Solutions  Y  20 September 23 

Norco Rural Stores  N  19 September 23 

Nutrien Ag Solutions  Y  20 September 23 
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Waterbac Technologies  N  1 September 23 

  

Three (3) out of the Five (5) Prospective Tenders were deemed compliant and were scored by 

the Panel. 

 

Post Tender Notification 

Supplier Information Request 

Content 

Outcome 

Norco Rural Stores Tender Response Form 

completion for 

Methodology, Contract 

Experience and 

Methodology. 

 

Provide Insurances: Public 

Liability, Products Liability 

and Workers 

Compensation. 

 

Missing WH&S Policy 

Documentation and Quality 

Assurance, Environment, 

and sustainability 

attachments. 

Notification was viewed by 

the Supplier on the 17 

October. 

 

No reply received from the 

supplier. 

Nutrien Ag Solutions Conflict of Interest section 

of the response form was 

not completed. 

 

Resources – Plant & 

Equipment or Contingency 

back up measures section 

of the Tender Response 

form not completed. 

Notification was dated and 

executed. All requested 

information has been 

provided from the supplier. 

  

It is the Evaluation Panel’s opinion that Norco Rural Stores and Waterbac Technologies 

submitted non-conforming tender submissions and failed to provide clarification or 

conforming information when requested through post tender notification correspondence 

and as such have been excluded from the final tender evaluation process. 

 

Final Evaluation 

The evaluation criteria for the tender is outlined in the following table. 

 

Criterion Weighting 

Price 40% 

Contract Experience and Capacity 

• Contract Experience & Track Record 

• Capability & Resourcing 

15% 
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Methodology 

• Methodology / Initiatives 

• Timeline 

10% 

Quality 

• Quality Management Accreditation 

and Systems 

10% 

Environment & Sustainability 

• Environment 

• Environmental Initiatives 

5% 

Local Benefits 

• Local Business 

• Local Employment 

• Local Supply Chain 

15% 

Social 

• Social Benefit Supplier 

• Social Benefit Supply Chain 

5% 

 

The Conforming Tenders were assessed under the above criteria. Price scoring was based off 

the combined price of products that all conforming suppliers had supplied a price for in the 

Schedule of Rates. The evaluation resulted in the following scores. 

   

Name of Respondent Price Score Non-Price Score Total Score 

Australian Agribusiness (Holdings)  2.87 2.56 5.43 

Greenway Solutions  2.23 2.73 4.96 

Nutrien Ag Solutions  4.00 3.24 7.24 

  

Recommendation 

It is the evaluation panel’s recommendation that Council endorse the establishment of the 

Preferred Supplier Arrangement for Contract No. T126 – Agricultural Chemical Products with 

the following suppliers: 

• Australian Agribusiness (Holdings) 

• Greenway Solutions 

• Nutrien Ag Solutions. 

 

2.4 Contract Variation 001 - RFT2023-2024 001 Water Wastewater Shed & Main 

Administration Building Amenities Alterations / Reconfiguration 

 

Background 

RFT2023-2024 001 was awarded to Carfax Commercial Constructions Pty Ltd with a contract 

value of $486,468.05 plus GST of $48,646.81 for a total lump sum of $535,114.86. There was 

no requirement to take a report to Council as this was within Chief Executive Officer’s 

financial delegation. 
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Project Objective 

The Project objective was to provide additional office accommodation and associated spaces 

in the Water Wastewater Shed which are fit-for-purpose; while allowing for additional equitable 

amenity space in the Main Administration Building at the John St Depot to meet current and 

future space requirements and in times of disaster, facilitate better operations as a hub in 

support of the Local Disaster Coordination Centre. 
 

During the finalisation of the Schedule of Finishes a request was made to the contractor to 

price some additional items not in the original scope to improve further the male amenities 

and lunchroom and to also look at alternative sanitary ware being proposed within the 

provisional sum for the amenities. 
 

Also, during the demolition stage of the works, latent defects were identified that require 

remediation including but not limited to the use of sub-standard materials used to line the 

walls and the absence of a main administration building water isolation valve. These issues 

were identified and had to be reassessed once areas were revealed. 
 

A current unknown, although costings have been included in the contract is the pricing for the 

swipe access system including cabling and swipe access units.  Now that Council has resolved 

to accept the tender for RFT2023-24 005 - PJT057 Enterprise Access Security there will be an 

as yet unknown variation in relation to the new Access Control System to be installed in this 

building.  

 

Variation Summary 

Following calculations in relation to received and anticipated variations and provisional sum 

adjustments this report requests to increase the contract lump sum by 15% which also includes 

some contingency for as yet unknowns. 

 

Original Contract Value: $486,468.05 exclusive of GST ($535,114.86 inclusive of GST)  

Variation Cost:    $72,970.21 exclusive of GST ($7,297.02 inclusive of GST)  

Revised Contract Value:  $559,438.26 exclusive of GST ($615,382.09 inclusive of GST) 

  

Recommendation 

Officers now recommend that Council approve Contract Variation 001 RFT2023-2024 001 

Water Wastewater Shed & Main Administration Building Amenities Alterations / 

Reconfiguration for $72,970.21 exclusive of GST ($7,297.02 inclusive of GST) with a Revised 

Contract Value of $559,438.26 exclusive of GST ($615,382.09 inclusive of GST). 

 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Items considered by the Procurement Panel are consistent with the 2023-24 Budget and the 

Long-Term Financial Forecast 2023-24 to 2031-32 adopted by Council on the 25 October 

2023. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

All procurement processes, reports and recommendations are consistent with Council’s 

Procurement Policy, adopted 25 July 2023. 
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5. CONSULTATION 

Consultation has been undertaken across key stakeholders within Council, in relation to the 

items considered by the Procurement Panel during the period covered by this report. 

6. CONCLUSION 

The Procurement Panel has endorsed the items outlined above and within the 

recommendations below. 

 

 

M05/12/23 

Moved Cr RA Fredman Seconded Cr DH Stewart   

That Council resolve to establish a preferred supplier arrangement for 2023-24 T132 

Traffic Management Services with the following suppliers: 

a) Aaction Traffic 

b) East Coast Traffic Coastal 

c) Sheild Traffic 

d) Traffic Management People 

e) Verifact Traffic. 

 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 

M06/12/23 

Moved Cr J Milne Seconded Cr SA Waldock   

That Council resolve to establish a preferred supplier arrangement for 2022-23 T126 

Agricultural Chemical Products with the following suppliers: 

a) Australian Agribusiness (Holdings) 

b) Greenway Solutions 

c) Nutrien Ag Solutions. 

 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 

M07/12/23 

Moved Cr RA Fredman Seconded Cr J Milne   

That Council resolves to accept the Contract Variation 001 - RFT2023-2024 001 Water 

Wastewater Shed & Main Administration Building Amenities Alterations / 
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Reconfiguration for for $72,970.21 exclusive of GST ($7,297.02 inclusive of GST) with a 

Revised Contract Value of $559,438.26 exclusive of GST ($615,382.09 inclusive of GST). 

 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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Disclosure of Interest - Cr HT Smerdon  

 

In accordance with Chapter 5B of the Local Government Act 2009, Cr HT Smerdon informed 

the meeting of a declarable conflict of interest in relation to this matter due to:  

 

- a close personal relationship with an employee of the Show Society.  

-  

Having given due consideration to this matter, Cr Smerdon requested he to be permitted to 

remain in the room to participate in this discussion as he did not feel it would affect the way 

he would vote.  

 

Moved Cr BM Devereaux Seconded Cr NG Jensen  

That Council approve Cr HT Smerdon to remain in the room during the discussion of this 

matter. 

 

Following further consideration of this matter Cr HT Smerdon advised that in accordance with 

Chapter 5B Part 2 of the Local Government Act 2009, he would declare a prescribed conflict 

of interest in this matter due to: 

 

- A close personal relationship with an employee of the Show Society. 

 

Upon consideration of his position, he determined that he would leave the meeting while the 

matter is being discussed and voted on.  

 

Cr HT Smerdon left the meeting at 09:37am 
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6.4 2024 Gympie Show Sponsorship 

PORTFOLIO: Economic Development, Tourism, Events and Communication 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

2. Infrastructure and Economic Opportunity  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

The Gympie Show (the Show) aims to bring a broad spectrum of exciting displays, events, 

entertainment, and competitors to the region over three (3) consecutive days in May each 

year presenting the best of our long agricultural traditions mixed with the excitement of the 

modern era.  

 

The Show presents events that can only be experienced at a regional show while encouraging 

public participation and education of the agricultural industry with an emphasis on our area’s 

history while embracing our future. 

 

The Show is the second largest show in Queensland outside of the Brisbane Ekka. 

 

The Gympie District Show Society Inc (the Society) applied for a community grant in the 

2023-24 financial year to support the 2024 Show; however, as the application could not 

demonstrate a financial need (noting that under existing guidelines a major event grant is for 

a maximum grant amount of $40,000 for cash and in-kind services), the grant application was 

unsuccessful. 

2. REPORT 

The Show fosters positive economic outcomes to the region through tourist demand and use 

of local trades, services and businesses thus delivering substantial local social benefits. The 

Show attracts visitation from outside the region and substantial local participation. 

 

In a meeting between representatives from the Society and Council in November 2023, 

reasons for the decline of the Society’s grant application were discussed.  At the meeting the 

Society then submitted a request for approximately $80k in cash and in-kind support from 

Council towards the 2024 Show with the Society arguing that this funding was in line with 

funding provided to other major events in the region including the Gympie Muster. 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

The Society has applied for sponsorship of a $40k cash contribution and $40.6k of fee waivers 

(mainly Pavilion hire based upon a 15 day hire arrangement) for the 2024 Show.  These funds 
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have not been budgeted for as sponsorship funding, as this funding stream was incorporated 

into events funding in the 2023-24 Budget. 

 

If approved by Council, the sponsorship funding of the 2024 Show by Council will be 

absorbed within existing budget allocations which may include a reduction in grant funding. 

 

In addition to the above funding, Council also undertakes agreed maintenance works in 

preparation for the annual show with these works agreed to in annual meetings between 

representative from the Society and Council.  These works will be determined and agreed 

upon early in the 2024 Calendar Year. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

While there are no policy implications associated with the recommendation of this report, a 

review of Council’s grant and sponsorship funding policies and procedures may be required 

as part of Council’s deliberations for development of its 2024-25 Budget. 

5. CONSULTATION 

Council 

• Director – Corporate Services  

• Manager – Community and Commercial Services 

• Manager- Communications 

Gympie Show 

• Committee Members 

6. CONCLUSION 

Due to the economic outcomes and the community engagement the Show provides and the 

high-profile brand and engagement opportunity it presents for Gympie Regional Council, it is 

recommended that Council supports the Gympie Show through a Sponsorship Agreement 

for the 2024 Show. 

 

 

M08/12/23  

Moved Cr BM Devereaux Seconded Cr NG Jensen 

That Council provide sponsorship incorporating a cash payment of $40,000 and in-kind 

services including venue hire of $40,595 to the Gympie District Show Society Inc to 

support the 2024 Gympie Show. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 

  

 

Cr HT Smerdon returned to the meeting at 09:55am
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6.5 TechnologyOne - Account Managed Services Support   

PORTFOLIO:  

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

Choose a theme.  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

Council is in the process of implementing TechnologyOne’s One Council Enterprise Resource 

Planning and Electronic Document and Records Management System solutions. 

 

These solutions are critical enablers for council to transform key service delivery to our 

communities.  It is crucial that these systems meet the needs of the organisation whilst 

also providing the most efficient and seamless interactions for users in their day-to-day 

business processes. 

 

2. REPORT 

As Council transitions to TechnologyOne’s One Council Enterprise Resource Planning and 

Electronic Document and Records Management System solutions it is equally critical for 

council to have fit-for-purpose application support across all the TechnologyOne’s One 

Council ERP modules. 

 

TechnologyOne’s AMS (Account Managed Services) provides this support in a comprehensive 

and timely manner by providing council with direct access to product and module specific 

technical expertise. As the product developer and vendor, only TechnologyOne has the 

required level of intimate understanding of their proprietary product. As such only 

TechnologyOne are best placed to ensure the necessary timely delivery of the AMS Support 

service vital during project implementation releases as well as ongoing post-implementation 

business as usual. 

 

The establishment of an agreement for Account Managed Services was not included in initial 

contract negotiations, as these services were not required in the initial stages of the 

implementation of TechnologyOne’s One Council Enterprise Resource Planning and 

Electronic Document and Records Management System solutions. 

 

A quote has now been received from TechnologyOne for the provision of 25 hours per 

month of Account Managed Services for a total price of $83,520 (exclusive of GST), $91,872 

(inclusive of GST). 
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3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

There are no budget implications associated with the recommendation of this report.  The 

budget for Account Managed Services was incorporated into the GRiT and Information 

Technology 2023-24 Operational Budgets. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Under s235(a) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, Council can enter into a medium 

sized contractual arrangement without first inviting written quotes or tenders if it resolves 

that it is satisfied that there is only one supplier who is reasonably available. 

5. CONSULTATION 

Consultation has occurred between the GRiT Program Manager, Manager ICT and Digital 

Transformation and Director Corporate Services on the recommendation of this report. 

6. CONCLUSION 

As Council transitions to TechnologyOne’s One Council Enterprise Resource Planning and 

Electronic Document and Records Management System solutions it is equally critical for 

Council to have fit-for-purpose application support across all the TechnologyOne’s One 

Council ERP modules.  TechnologyOne is the only supplier reasonably able to supply these 

services. 

 

 

M09/12/23 

Moved Cr J Milne Seconded Cr SA Waldock   

That Council inter into a 12-month contractual arrangement with TechnologyOne for 

the provision of Account Managed Services to a value of $83,520 (exclusive of GST), 

$91,872 (inclusive of GST) without first inviting written quotes as under s235(a) of the 

Local Government Regulation 2012 it is satisfied that there is only one supplier who is 

reasonably available for the provision of these services. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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SECTION 7: COMMUNITY SUSTAINABILITY 

 

7.1 Community Sustainability Directorate Report 

PORTFOLIO: Planning and Regulatory Compliance 

DIRECTORATE: Community Sustainability 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

Choose a theme.  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

Council’s Executive Team have agreed that on a quarterly basis Directorate Managers will 

provide an overview of the operations of their business units for the prior quarter and the 

quarter to come. 

 

These quarterly reports are an opportunity to reflect on achievements and learnings and to 

encourage information sharing across the Directorates, the Organisation and Council. 

 

2. REPORT 

COMMUNITY AND COMMERCIAL SERVICES 

Gympie Regional Libraries 

Gympie Regional Libraries Activity Report for August to November 2023 is attached to 

provide an overview of library operations.  Program delivery, catalogue management, the 

introduction of new apps and digital connection have all featured during this reporting 

period. Summer Reading Program for children and teens will be launched on 1 December to 

encourage continued reading over the summer break. 

 

Customer Contact 

Customer Contact Team Operational Statistics for the period August to October 2023 are 

attached to this report, providing highlights on number of calls and contacts made during 

this period, response rates, most frequent request areas and tracking against key 

performance indicators. 

 

Arts, Community and Culture  

A wide range of activity, training, programs, and events have been delivered during the 

reporting period across the team, which is comprised of Community Development, Venues, 

the Gympie Regional Gallery, Arts and Culture, and the Community Recovery and Resilience 

Officer. A comprehensive overview of operational activity is attached to this report. 

 

Commercial Services 

The Gympie Aerodrome saw several projects implemented including QFES Water Tanks 

installation; updates to pilot information; commencement of gable markers project; 
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finalisation of annual aerodrome inspection by external agency. Officers continue to conduct 

Serviceability Inspections of the runway, buildings, and associated equipment to ensure 

ongoing safety and compliance. Landing activity in this period was down when compared to 

the same period last year (4140 in 2023 versus 5018 in 2022). 

 

The Gympie Saleyards facilitated $4.8M in gross sales during this period in a low-per-

kilogram price environment, noting this is expected to improve as rainfall in the region 

increases. Capital works projects continue with the awarding of the tender for a new 

automated drafting system and the purchase and installation of two new head bail units. 

 

Hot weather has resulted in high demand for our local pools. Several asset replacements 

have occurred due to damage of life including a pump for the 50m pool at ARC, lighting, 

pipework. Findings from the draft condition assessment reports were reviewed in November 

2023 and once finalised, will inform council planning and budgeting for pools’ maintenance 

and capital works program. 

 

A comprehensive overview of operational activity for Commercial Services is attached to this 

report. 

 

Kilkivan Office 

The Kilkivan Office has been busy during September/October receipting rates payments over 

the counter and providing responses for associated queries regarding road maintenance and 

rubbish bin replacements/pickups. Dog registration renewals were also payable in October 

which continued higher volumes of customers. QGAP numbers are increasing as we draw 

closer to Christmas. Many young people of the area are obtaining their drivers licence and 

buying their first vehicle under a new registration, or getting a vehicle transferred into their 

name through QGAP. For a detailed breakdown of customer service at Kilkivan please refer to 

the Customer Contact Statistical Report which is attached to this report. 

 

Kilkivan and District Community Care Association Inc continue to book Office and Boardroom 

space for their group and ageing community members. Advanced Personnel Management 

continue to book office space, now upgrading to weekly visits. Heartland Law, based in 

Goomeri, books appointments for Office Space, when needed. 

 

The team has assisted with administrative support for council cemeteries with two burials, 

four reservation contracts and the arrangement of two headstones and plaques in this 

period. 

 

The successful lifting of building certification restrictions on the Kilkivan Equestrian Centre 

was achieved in October, paving the way for a much broader range of events and activities at 

the centre.  Arena Layout Plans have been developed to guide the delivery of events 

including Large and Small Community Gatherings for concerts etc, Dog Show, Rodeo Event, 

Market Stalls, Animal Show Event, Equestrian Show and Jumping Events, and Endurance 

Riding Vetting area.    

 

Events Held 

• 22-24 September 2023 – NBS Barrel Productions – Gympie Ford Big Dash. Estimated 

attendance: 400. 
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• 25 September–3 October 2023 – Cowgirls Gathering - Interactive workshops with the 

world’s best educators, trade stalls, glamping, competitions, music, art and entertainment 

in one action packed weekend. Estimated attendance: 1200. 

• 5-8 October 2023 – NBHA Australia – 2023 NBHA National Show – Barrel Racing Finals. 

Estimated attendance: 500. 

• 11-15 October 2023 – Keliher Bucking Bulls – Kilkivan PBR (Professional Bull Ride). 

Estimated attendance: 2700. 

• 24-26 November 2023 – Gympie Kennel Club – Championship Conformation Dog Show.  

 

ENVIRONMENT AND RESOURCE RECOVERY 

Waste Services 

Eastern Cell Gympie Waste Management Centre 

Construction has been going well with the cell schedule work is on track as per the project 

timeframe, the clay lining being installed in November.  

A second Weighbridge will be installed in December 2023. 

 

LGI Gas Flare Partnership  

Council clocked over a significant milestone this year in the amount of gas abatement 

achieved by the flare. The additional lateral wells have been installed and gas flaring has been 

increased and steady.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Future of Waste  

Following the release of the Future of Waste Survey Report, the Resource Recovery team held 

community information sessions across the region. The sessions were held in Rainbow Beach, 

Tin Can Bay, Gympie, Kilkivan and Goomeri. This was a valuable opportunity for community 

members to learn about survey results and provide feedback about their views on waste 

management in Gympie. 

• GRC has been working in collaboration with Noosa Council providing polystyrene to 

support the new polystyrene project. 

• Council delivered 26 bags of approximately 1m3 to Noosa so far and is hoping to 

continue to support the use of the machine! 

 

United Early Learning Centre Garbage Truck Visit 

Cleanaway truck drivers visited the Uniting Early Learning Centre to showcase the important 

work Cleanaway and Gympie Regional Council do for waste management in the community. 
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The kids learnt about the mechanics of a garbage truck, watched the process in action and 

even took home mini garbage trucks as a souvenir.  

  

Victory College Students Tackle their Food Waste 

Victory College students from Year 3 and 4, participated in composting lessons last week. The 

students are learning about worm farms and composting as the school is striving to better 

manage its organic waste. The Year 3 and 4 students learnt about how to set up a worm farm, 

what foods they like to eat and also hold real live worms! The Victory College students 

brainstormed what they can do in their classrooms to make sure composting and worm 

farms will be successful at their school.  

 

Waste Education 

Students from Jones Hill State School have taken part in the kNOw Waste Education 

program over the last two weeks. The school has consistently utilised Council's offering of 

waste education over the years. The topic for their visit this term is 'Materials Matter'.. 

Teacher feedback from 'Materials Matter' included: 

"Very engaging, fun and hands on. Fantastic program!" - Year 2 Teacher.  

"Very interactive, wonderful!" - Year 6 Teacher.  

 

Strategic Waste Steering Committee 

GRC met with Noosa Council for the second Strategic Waste Steering Committee meeting. 

There will be a number of joint projects being investigated as part of this collaboration. The 

intention is to improve our resource recovery initiatives between both Councils and the 

community.  

 

 
 

Environment Services 

Strategic Environmental Land Management (SELM) Program  

The strategic environmental land management program (SELM) is considered a key component 

of environmental work supporting Council. This aims to collaboratively across branches, 

develop process and ensure Council owned or managed lands are confirmed as having 

environmental value, and an associated functional land use, consistent with Planning Land use 

and other potential/actual GRC branch land uses.  

 

Land for Wildlife (LfW) 

The LfW program also supported Widgee State School in developing a concept design for their 

school yard based on nature play principles. Coined the Widgee State School Horse Paddock 

Environmental Education (HoPEE) Program by students and staff, the HoPEE program is 

envisioned to be the schools Environmental Learning Hub.  
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The Hub aims to create spaces where children can be outdoors and interact with the 

environment in a variety of ways. 

The first pond was constructed Saturday the 4 November by participants in the Land for Wildlife 

program. The second pond was completed on Friday the 10 November by the students who 

also planted 200 native plants around the ponds as habitat. This completed the project and 

the first phase of the HoPEE program. 

Table LfW engagement - Period Q2 (2023/24) 

Total registered LfW Members    

New LfW Members this period 11 

Total LfW Enquiries – CRM or direct  

New LfW enquiries  

First contact discussions  

Site Inspections  

Community events/activities   

 

Development Application Assessments - Internal Referral Advice 

A significant amount of Planning Scheme and Strategic Planning internal advice and support 

is also provided including, Biodiversity Discussion Paper, and meetings with State Agencies 

(SDLGIP, DES, DAF), to assess our obligation under State Planning Policy and Planning act on 

Planning Scheme Development and approval for the TLPI transition into a Biodiversity Code in 

the Planning Scheme. 

Table DA Referrals - Period Q2 (2023/24) 
DA-TLPI Referral MagiQ Tasks Total 59 

Current In Progress 11 

Current Awaiting Assessment 9 

ES Response Reports Completed 27 

DA/TLPI Meetings  

DAT Meeting @ 1hr/week 12 

Pre-application Meetings 14 

Site Inspections 3 

Other Planning Related 5+ 

 

Transport and Main Roads – Council Offset Site  

GRC Environment Services, Biosecurity, Compliance and Open Spaces Coordinators met with 

Transport and Main Roads on 9 November 2023. Meeting reviewed and considered the TMR 

Offset undertaken on GRC owned lands near Banks Pocket Road. GRC aim to ensure success 

of Offsets on GRC lands in collaboration with TMR for effective environmental management in 

a Koala Habitat area and on Priority Species for the region. TMR (Construction) will handover 

Offset and related matters to their Bundaberg Regional Office as part of their Project 

Completions Handover. 

 

Flying Fox Program 

Council has completed Round 5 Funding for the Widgee Crossing Habitat Improvement Works 

(Revegetation of 2,500 plants). Funding for a Regional Flying Fox Management Plan is ongoing 

and gone to market and open until 2024. The finalisation of regional planning and other work 

will enable Council to identify further project and mitigation actions and use as relevant scope 

of work for future funding rounds.  
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The Widgee Crossing site has continued weed management works under operational 

environment service budget and is continue as part of the ongoing Natural Areas Program.  

Commissioners Gully actions are ongoing, and the team have been monitoring the site in 

accordance with Statement of Management Intent (SoMI).  

 

Crab Creek Design Project 

Crab Creek Erosion Remediation Project (LGAQ Funded) has submitted acquittal information 

and reports as required by the Funding Agreement. Notice as to acquittal and payment of any 

outstanding funds is pending. Phase 2 – construction are budgeted and scheduled for 2024, 

pending Council and State Government approvals. This project work will be undertaken by 

Infrastructure and the Projects Team. 

 

Cooloola Coast Monitoring App – MyCoast Cooloola 

Council is still in development of a Coastal Monitoring App which is intended to be used to 

inform the community and visitors to our coastal region about our Coastal Hazard Adaption 

Strategy (CHAS), the Eco-certification Program and nature-based destinations. The project is 

approximately 50% complete, but has attained additional funding and an extension of time for 

the project into December 2024. 

 

Biosecurity 

Action Plan Priorities – Eradication Targets 

The operational focus for the team is a reflection of the invasive species listed in the Biosecurity 

Plan under management goal ’Eradication’.  

 

Very few invasive species fall into the Eradication management goal, due to the difficulty of 

achieving true eradication. Senior Biosecurity Officers have been working diligently with 

landholders in the Tansy area, to effect really good control actions for African boxthorn (AB).  

Landholders have been tasked with killing/removing/destroying ALL visible AB plants; 

compliance actions, including the issuance of biosecurity orders, will follow for property 

holders that have not killed all AB on their land. Similar actions have been taken for other 

eradication target species, including hairy senna, kudzu and honey locust, with similar actions 

planned for olive hymenachne in the coming months.  

 

During October, Council’s Biosecurity Staff teamed up with Biosecurity Queensland and 

QPWS to conduct bitou bush surveys along our coastal shores. Bitou bush is an aggressive 

weed in coastal dune vegetation where it can outcompete, and in many cases totally 

eliminate, the native flora. Because infestations in Queensland are localised and relatively 

small, eradication is the aim, and every year the Rainbow Beach dunes, and surrounding sites, 

are scoured for the last remaining bitou bush plants present in the Gympie region. 

 

Containment Goals 

Fireweed also continues to be targeted – this weed is responsible for illness, slow growth and 

poor conditioning of cattle, and can result in death. Unfortunately, it is no longer feasible to 

eradicate this species, and the team is focused on containing it to current infested areas.  

 

Fireweed infestations are present at Veteran, Corella, Victory Heights, Tamaree, Traveston, 

Coles Creek, Tandur, Kybong, East Deep Creek, Canina, Carters Ridge, Curra, Lagoon Pocket, 
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Anderleigh, Southside and Gympie. A biosecurity order was recently issued to a state 

department, relating to the introduction of fireweed in turf.  

 

Feral Pig Control Program November 2023 

Wild dogs/dingos and feral pigs continue to impact primary producers and have also been 

responsible for human safety concerns, particularly around coastal townships. 

 

Council’s Biosecurity Staff have been managing a feral pig control program, in response to 

feral pigs entering the Tin Can Bay (TCB) State School grounds. These pigs were identified as 

living on Council land – at the Tin Can Bay sewerage treatment plant (STP) - and travelling 

between this site and the school. An experienced contractor was engaged in early November 

to trap and euthanise these pigs.  

 

Wild Dog/Dingo Control Program November 2023 

A feral animal control contractor was engaged in early November to undertake on-ground 

control works at Cooloola Cove and Tin Can Bay for the management of wild dogs/dingos, 

on Council land.   Active control activities are currently underway at the Tin Can Bay STP; the 

wild dogs/dingos visiting this site, are also likely to be the same animals that have caused 

impacts in the vicinity of TCB state school and caravan park.  

 

Community Education Program – Wild Dog/Dingo Safety Messaging 

During November, biosecurity staff attended the community conversation sessions with the 

Community Development team and the Disaster Management team at Tin Can Bay and 

Rainbow Beach. Biosecurity staff attended these sessions to engage with the community and 

provide education regarding feral animal issues in the area. Biosecurity staff have also held 

pop-up stalls at Tin Can Bay and Cooloola Cove to engage with community, about these 

same issues.  

 

Council Coordinated 1080 Baiting 

The second coordinated 1080 baiting program for 2023 commenced at the start of October, 

with participants attending stations at Glastonbury and Wolvi in the east of the region. 

Western region stations were located at Tansey and Kilkivan.  

 

Six Mile Creek Catchment Area Cats Claw Creeper Community Workshop 

Biosecurity staff recently (October and November) assisted Gympie & District Landcare and 

Noosa & District Landcare in the delivery of a free community Cats Claw Creeper workshop. 

The workshop consisted of talks from Gympie & Noosa District Landcare staff about the 

description, life cycle, methods of spread, habitat and distribution, legal requirements and 

methods of control for Cats Claw Creeper.  

 

An individual talk was given on biological controls and how Gympie & District Landcare can 

assist local landholders in utilising the biocontrol's which have been subsidised by Gympie 

Regional Council by 75%. Participants of the workshop were given jewel beetles to release 

into a heavily infested site adjacent to Six Mile Creek, behind Roadcraft.  

 

 

 

Spray Operations 

Biosecurity herbicide spray technicians have been treating groundsel bush and Singapore 

daisy within Council reserves at Mary Valley, Cooloola Cove and coastal sewerage treatment 
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facilities. Annual ragweed and parthenium are being targeted in the central and western 

regions that have seen localised rainfall.During October, spray technicians completed a trial 

for the control of velvety tree pear on the Bunya highway. The trial is now being expanded to 

other sites around Tansey and Booubyjan. 

 

Biosecurity Plan and Plan Companion 

The Gympie Regional Council Biosecurity Plan (the Plan) and Companion to the Plan have 

undergone a comprehensive review and consultation process. These documents are now 

finalised and were adopted in the November 2023 meeting.  

 

BUILDING AND PLUMBING SERVICES 

Building is currently struggling to achieve timely assessment results based on an inability to 

recruit to all vacant positions (currently 2 vacancies). We have communicated delays with 

customers and are in the process of placing arrangements to outsource incoming building 

applications to a contracted Private Certifier, who will perform the assessments on behalf of 

Council. The approval will then be returned to council, and issued as a Council Permit. Once 

this process has been implemented, it is expected to return service levels to full compliance 

with legislative requirements. 

 

Below are numbers of building and plumbing enquiries and actions completed through 

Customer Contact staff located in the Channon Street Office. This can include face to face 

interactions, but also dealing with emailed applications and payments: 

 

 
 

In addition to this, the following shows the number of CRMs that were received by the 

building and plumbing teams during August, September and October, all resolved within the 

target timeframes: 

 

 

 

 

 

Total building approval numbers per month issued across our region up to end of October 

are as follows: 
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2023 Plumbing Approval Figures compared to 2022 at end October: 

 
 

COMPLIANCE 

Environmental Health and Regulatory Services 

Environmental Health 

Environmental Health team completed the annual renewal process of food business licences 

and higher-risk personal appearance services licences (HRPAS). Currently, there are 327 

licensed food businesses and eight (8) HRPAS licences in the region. The annual routine 

inspections will be commenced in November 2023.  

 

On 18 October 2023 Council hosted Local Government 'Authorised Person' Asbestos Training 

with Specialised Health and Safety Services Office of Industrial Relations. The training 

included delegations of asbestos management for the whole of government approach, 

investigation of asbestos related incidents, hands on training of sampling procedures, and 

PPE training. Local government is delegated to investigate and enforce Public Health Act 

2005 and Public Health Regulation 2018, this covers activities by occupant/homeowner that 

result in asbestos incidents (release of asbestos fibres).  

 

The management of incidents within a workplace or activities by PCBU is the responsibility of 

the Workplace Health and Safety Qld. The full list of scenarios and agencies responsible for 

asbestos management in Queensland is attached (‘Management of Asbestos Incidents’). The 
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training was well attended and fully booked out, with Environmental Health professionals 

travelling from Brisbane, Fraser Coast, and Mackay.  

 

Asbestos Session 

 
 

Environmental Health collaborated with the Infrastructure Services staff to undertake a clean-

up of a property at Southside to remove public health risk. The risk was present due to a 

significant accumulation of green waste including palm fronds, household waste, derelict 

furniture, building materials, tyres etc. Both the owner and occupier have failed to take the 

necessary steps as required by the public health order, and Council had no choice but to 

undertake the work. The work and procedure for entry was carried out in accordance with the 

Public Health Act 2005 (the Act). The cost of the clean-up will be recovered as a charge over 

the land, as per the Act. Photographs of before and after for one area, are attached. Council 

received many positive comments and thank you’s from the community about the clean-up.  

 

Before the Clean up 

 
 

After the Clean up 
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The officers are undertaking inspections of markets in the region, as complaints have been 

received in relation to unlicensed stall holders selling, cakes, jams, and other condiments. The 

complaints have been lodged by licensed food businesses calling for better regulation of 

market stalls. Council will liaise with the market stall organisers as part of this process and 

provide them with the relevant information about licensing requirements so they can make 

informed decisions.  

 

Complaints are increasing about unlicensed operators delivering drinking water to residents, 

mainly advertising on social media. Environmental Health is currently working with 

Communications team about public messaging in relation to using only licensed water 

carriers for supply of drinking water, potential health risks and some tips on rainwater tank 

maintenance.  

 

Temporary home occupation resources will be available shortly with a complaint guide, 

information for applicants, and information for occupiers - all designed to provide relevant 

information for different situations. These resources will assist the public and the 

investigating officers in handling the increasing numbers of complaints about temporary 

home occupation in the region.  

 

Council is currently recruiting for the position of Senior – Officer Environmental Health (EHO) 

which was recently vacated.  

 

Building and Plumbing Compliance 

Staffing Update 

The Compliance Department is now fully staffed, with the inclusion of the Building and 

Plumbing Compliance Officer. 

 

Backlog Resolution 

The team has focused on clearing the backlog of building and plumbing complaints, 

employing Initial Contact Notices (ICN) to address historical issues. A significant number of 

complaints have been related to the use of shipping containers. 

 

 

Enforcement Measures 
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To address non-compliance with regulations regarding shipping containers, respondents are 

given a six-month period to either remove the containers or apply for an approval. 

Respondents have shown a positive response and are actively working with the Compliance 

team to resolve issues. 

 

Illegal Dumping Campaign 

Campaign Implementation 

The illegal dumping campaign is in full swing with the installation of large aluminium signs 

on main roads within the shire. 

 

Illegal dumping sign Golden Nugget 

 
 

Response and Enforcement 

The campaign has resulted in a steady influx of complaints, with approximately 80% of 

investigations leading to the issuance of infringements and/or cleanup notices. The team 

plans to intensify efforts during the holiday season, targeting high-impact areas and 

conducting proactive surveillance. 

 

Planning Compliance 

Capacity Update 

While operating at reduced capacity in Planning compliance, the team has prioritised 

addressing ongoing and high-risk complaints. 

 

Collaboration and Enforcement 

The organisation successfully issued its first infringement in the Planning compliance space. 

Collaboration between the Building Compliance Officer and Planning Officer is expected to 

increase in the new year to investigate more complex complaints. 

 

The Compliance team has made significant strides in addressing various compliance issues 

through strategic enforcement, public awareness campaigns, and prioritised workload 

management. 

 

 

Regulatory Services 
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Staffing 

Regulatory Services are currently recruiting for a Senior Officer. This position will come from 

within the existing team structure and is a promotional career progression opportunity added 

to the team structure. It will focus on mentoring and leadership in addition to normal Ranger 

tasks. 

 

Workload 

Regulatory Services continue to receive the highest number of customer requests in Council, 

with over 750 customer requests received from 1 September to the current date. We 

currently have 27 overdue tasks across the entire team, which reflects the excellent work 

being done by the team. 

 

Dog Attacks 

During September and October we experienced a surge in dog attacks in the region, with 16 

serious attacks being reported. Many of these incidents have resulted in victims requiring 

significant medical care including ambulances and hospitalisation. Regulatory Services 

investigated all attacks and took a range of actions including regulation, seizure, and 

destruction in some cases. Regulatory Services, with assistance from Media and Comms, 

arranged for TV and Radio segments highlighting the need for responsible dog ownership. 

This publicity appears to have been well received and resulted in further contact to Council 

about related issues. 

 

Training 

Regulatory Services Officers participated in Evacuation Centre Team Refresher & Exercise 

training in the first week of November. The training focused on increasing Council’s ability to 

assist with the management of evacuation centres for persons in need during times of 

bushfires, floods and other disasters. 

 

New Registrations 

The new dog registration period commenced on 1 November 2023. For the first time since 

renewal fees were introduced for microchipped and desexed dogs in 2019, the number of 

registered dogs now outnumbers the number of unregistered dogs (5,233 registered to date 

compared with 4,190 unregistered). Additionally, Council have received more than 2,500 new 

dog registrations since the new period commenced. We are very proud of this result which is 

attributed to improved public messaging, the media communication discussed above, and a 

dedicated focus on non-compliance from the team over recent months. 

 

PLANNING 

Development Assessment 

The Development Assessment Unit received 49 new Development Applications in the 

September quarter, a decrease of 8 from the June quarter and compared to 78 for the same 

period in 2022 and 64 in 2021.  

 

In addition to these, there were 15 Change Applications and 19 Survey Plan Endorsement 

requests, bringing the total applications to 83 for the July to September Quarter.  

 

For the quarter from July to September – 69 applications were determined as follows:  

• Building Work Assessable Against the Planning Scheme  ......... 4 
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• Reconfiguring a Lot  ............................................................................... 21 

• Material Change of Use  ....................................................................... 26 

• Operational Work .................................................................................... 18 

 

Unfortunately, the previously appointed Co-ordinator of Development Assessment declined 

the role at short notice before their commencement date, so the recruitment of this position 

continues. 

 

Casual agency staff working remotely and outsourcing of applications to planning 

consultants continues by necessity due to the workload.  

 

Development Engineering 

During the September quarter (July, August, September) the team held eight (8) prestart 

meetings, accepted eight (8) developments ‘on-maintenance’ and accepted two (2) as ‘off-

maintenance’ (i.e. now becoming Council Assets). The team attended 58 various site 

inspections for the quarter. 

 

The team consists of four (4) full-time positions, but still only three (3) are filled, with 

agency/consulting engineers currently assisting with high workloads. 

 

Strategic Planning 

The new planning scheme preparation works are continuing. Stage 2 stakeholder 

engagement was completed on 7 August. Submissions received in response to the exhibition 

of the draft policy position papers have been reviewed and were the subject of a workshop 

with Councillors on 20 September. Two (2) further workshops have been held with 

Councillors to finalise the position paper policy settings in October and November. A further 

planning scheme workshop is scheduled for December.  

 

The exhibition of Amendment Package 3 to the current scheme concluded on 30 June. A 

report on this matter was considered at Council’s November workshop. A further report will 

be submitted to the December Ordinary Meeting. 

 

Urban Design 

As part of the Development Assessment Team, Urban Design continue to assess 

development applications with regard to heritage, landscaping, verge vegetation protection, 

street tree provision and open space.   

 

After some initial resourcing issues, the team welcomed a landscape architect temporarily 

who assisted with the delivery of the next stage of the Sports Field Study, considered at 

Council’s November 8 Workshop. Works continue in house across directorates on the project, 

interrogating the Two Mile design layout and estimate.  

 

Heritage matters have been in the spotlight recently, with the team providing advice and 

expertise in relation to a number of enquiries, new planning scheme provisions and the 

review of the Heritage Reference Group Charter.  
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There are a number of memorial and naming requests that are currently being assessed. 

Including recommendations for the naming of the culvert on Window Road Canina in honour 

of Levi Hanna. 

 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

There are no budget implications associated with the recommendation of this report. 

 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

There are no policy implications associated with the recommendation of this report. 

 

5. CONSULTATION 

Community Sustainability Directorate Managers, Officers and Coordinators were consulted in 

the development of this report. 

 

6. CONCLUSION 

As outlined above, this report provides an opportunity to reflect achievements and learnings 

and to encourage information sharing across the Directorate, the Organisation and Council. 

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

⇩1. Gympie Regional Libraries Activity Report August-October 2023 

⇩2. Customer Contact Team Statistical Report August-October 2023 

⇩3. Arts Community and Culture Actvity Report August-November 2023 

⇩4. Commercial Services Activity Report August-October 2023  

  

 

M10/12/23 

Moved Cr DH Stewart Seconded Cr BM Devereaux   

That Council notes the Community Sustainability Directorate’s report. 

 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 

Question on Notice – In relation to the Arts Community and Culture Activity Report 

August – November 2023, Cr Stewart requested confirmation on the outcome of the Arts 

Award 

Question on Notice – Cr Milne requested confirmation on timeframe for final budget 

confirmation in relation to regional pools. 

Question on Notice – Cr Milne requested that the additional documents attached to this 

report be made available to the public on the Council website. 
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7.2 Customer Service Charter 

PORTFOLIO: Arts, Culture, Libraries, Community Development and Customer Service 

DIRECTORATE: Community Sustainability 

DOC ID:     

PREVIOUS ITEMS 

6.2 - Customer Service Charter - Ordinary - 23 Oct 2019 9am    

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

1. Community and Environment  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

Council’s current Customer Service Charter (Attachment 1) was adopted at Council’s Ordinary 

Meeting on 23 October 2019. 

 

The Charter has been revised as outlined in this report. The revised Charter (Attachment 2) 

was discussed at Council Workshop on 30 November 2023. Councillors sought Governance 

advice on options to delegate the Charter’s ongoing updates to officers, while ensuring that 

Council’s strategic Customer Service Focus is maintained. Further Councillors noted whether 

there should be an inclusion regarding unreasonable customer conduct and Council’s ability 

to limit such interactions. 

2. REPORT 

The goals of the Customer Service Charter are to: 

• document Council’s commitment to providing high quality service to its customers; 

• explain how to contact council and how we will respond to requests; 

• outline the standard of service and timeframes that customers can expect when 

interacting with council; and 

• provide a consistent approach to customer service across the organisation. 

 

In 2023, the Charter has been revised to: 

• reflect Council’s current Corporate Values; 

• outline where we operate with reference to the traditional lands of the Kabi Kabi, Wakka 

Wakka and Butchulla peoples; 

• include information on the National Relay Service for customers who are deaf or have a 

hearing or speech impairment; 

• include information about the free National Interpreter Service; 

• include information on how people can make payments (e.g., BPay, in person); 

• include information that we will strive to answer phone calls within 60 seconds; 

• include a new commitment that “For all enquiries, we will acknowledge your request within 

two business days”; 
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• confirm the current timeframe that “Staff from the relevant council area will provide you 

with an answer or estimated time for resolution within 10 business days of your request. 

From time-to-time, these timeframes may be affected by circumstances beyond our control. 

“ 

• include new information on how to connect with Council and stay up to date (e.g., Opt-in 

Alerts, Social media, Disaster Dashboard). 

 

As outlined in the revised Customer Service Charter, the Charter applies to any person who 

requests information, services or actions from Gympie Regional Council.  

 

This new Charter would supersede previous customer service standards and guidelines. 

 

In response to Councillor feedback on 30 November 2023 and to confirm Council’s 

commitment to staff safety, an additional sentence has been added to the Charter, namely: 

“Council has a responsibility to provide its staff and customers with a safe environment. 

Unreasonable customer conduct may result in council offering alternative or restrictive service 

arrangements.”   Officers are developing an Unreasonable Customer Conduct Policy, which 

will be brought to Council in 2024.  It will outline the principles, definitions and procedures to 

guide how council will deal with unreasonable conduct.  In the interim, the above sentence 

will confirm that such behaviour is unacceptable and may lead to more limited contact. 

 

Regarding the ongoing update and development of the Charter, officers note that the 

Corporate Plan includes a core Value regarding Customer Service and several priorities that 

direct the organisation in regard to effective systems and enhanced communication (refer to 

1.1, 1.3 and 3.7 of the Corporate Plan).  It is submitted that this provides sufficient policy 

direction to the organisation and that Councillors may delegate the ongoing development, 

review and update of the Charter to the Chief Executive Officer.  

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

The Customer Service Charter will be implemented utilising existing resources and as such no 

budget implications are identified. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The revision of the Customer Service Charter aligns with Council’s Corporate Plan 2022-2027, 

specifically: 

• 1.1: Encourage and enhance communication and engagement with all stakeholders. 

• 3.3: Council has safe, efficient and effective systems and processes to service the 

communities’ needs. 

• 3.7: Provide support and service the community through listening, leadership and 

responding to the community needs about service delivery 

5. CONSULTATION 

• Executive Leadership Team 

• Customer Contact Team 

• Manager, Governance, Integrity and Risk 

• Manager. Community and Commercial Services 

6. CONCLUSION 

The revised Charter is presented to Council for adoption. 
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ATTACHMENTS 

⇩1. Customer Service Charter 2019 

⇩2. Revised Customer Service Charter 2023  

  

 

M11/12/23 

Moved Cr J Milne Seconded Cr DH Stewart   

That Council adopts the revised Customer Service Charter at Attachment 2, which will 

supersede all previous customer service charters and standards. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 

M12/12/23 

Moved Cr J Milne Seconded Cr DH Stewart   

That Council instructs the Chief Executive Officer to oversee future development, review 

and updates of the Customer Service Charter to implement the customer service values 

and priorities outlined in the Corporate Plan 2022 – 2027.  

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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7.3 Heritage Reference Group Update 

PORTFOLIO: Planning and Regulatory Compliance 

DIRECTORATE: Community Sustainability 

DOC ID:     

PREVIOUS ITEMS 

1.1 - Heritage Reference Group Update - Workshop - 08 Nov 2023 

9.00am    

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

1. Community and Environment  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

Councillors were provided with an update of items arising from the Heritage Reference 

Group (HRG) at the 8 November Workshop. Further to this discussion, this report presents 

items requiring resolution. 

 

2. REPORT 

Heritage Reference Group 

The purpose of the Heritage Reference Group is to provide feedback on matters relating to 

the conservation of cultural heritage for the benefit of the present community and future 

generations of the Gympie region. This includes components of the built, human adapted 

and natural environment, which have cultural heritage significance. This can be identified as, 

but is not limited to, objects and evidence of material culture, buildings, structures, 

streetscapes and landscapes. 

 

In accordance with Council’s governance changes, the Heritage Reference Group has 

replaced the former Heritage Advisory Committee which was a formally recognised 

Committee under the provisions of the Local Government Act 2009. The reference group does 

not have any decision-making powers but acts to provide guidance on matters of heritage 

significance as appropriate. 

 

As part of organisational governance changes adopted by Council, the Heritage Reference 

Group does not need to meet the same legislative obligations, yet still exists to provide 

heritage related advice and is made up of a group of community-based volunteer 

representatives with an interest in heritage conservation.  

 

Proposed Change to the Heritage Reference Group 
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Council is advised of a proposed new version of the Heritage Reference Group Charter to 

reflect the new naming, and to effectively reflect the purpose of the group considering these 

governance changes.  

 

It has been approximately three (3) years since the last review of the Charter. In this time, 

there have also been some members depart the group, and it has been proposed to replace 

these members with suitably qualified replacements.  

 

The latest Heritage Advisory Committee Charter was adopted by Council at its meeting held 

on 22 July 2020. A copy of this, as well as the proposed new Charter is attached to this report 

for information. 

 

The most notable proposed amendments to the Charter from 2020 to now are:  

• APPOINTMENT: amendment of wording to reflect more accurately the discretion of 

the Chief Executive Officer providing an opportunity for a reference group to have 

input into matters of heritage value, as opposed to the governance obligations of the 

Local Government Act 2009. 

• FUNCTION: amendment to more adequately reflect the purpose of the group, and to 

reiterate that it has no decision making powers. Any formal decisions would be 

referred to Council for consideration. 

 

At the HRG’s suggestion two (2) members of the community were originally approached for 

inclusion in the group as new members following some recent departures. These individuals 

attended recent meetings to gauge their interest as prospective members. Unfortunately, 

council has since received advice that one has declined due to personal reasons, and 

therefore one remaining individual is included for nomination. This person is willing and able 

to be included as a member, and no objection has been received relating to their inclusion. 

The proposed member is: 

• Dr Elaine Brown: published author, historian and member of the National Trust. 

 

After making approaches to these (and other) community members, Council concurrently ran 

an Expression of Interest process to gauge public interest from anyone interested in joining 

the HRG. No additional submissions were received. 

 

Site of Significance 

The Heritage Reference Group is continuing to advocate for Council involvement in a site of 

heritage significance, at the following location: 

 

Araluen Waterholes 

The Araluen Waterholes site is of some local historical significance, and as Council’s Heritage 

Reference Group advocates for the retention and maintenance of sites of heritage 

significance throughout the region, they have requested this site be brought to the attention 

of Council. 

 

The direction of Council is sought, given some constraints that exist over the site, and given 

the advocacy of the Heritage Reference Group for the restoration and ongoing maintenance 

of this site in relation to its local heritage significance.  
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The Araluen Waterholes are located over a portion of Lot 114 MCH4454 outlined in the aerial 

image below. This is to the immediate south of the Gympie Woodworks Museum on the 

corner of Bruce Highway and Fraser Road, and approximately 800 metres north of the 

northernmost corner of the Gympie Pines Golf Club.  

 

 
 

The restoration of the site has previously been raised by Council’s Heritage Reference Group, 

who have noted that some of the historical relics on site have fallen into disrepair. Site 

inspections have been undertaken to understand the extent of relics and interpretive 

information on site adjacent to the waterholes themselves, summarised as follows: 

 

• There is a broken cross/memorial sitting atop a stone monument on site, with two 

timber benches located adjacent. The pictures below relate. The plaques on the stone 

monument read: 

 

“In sacred memory of 

St. Jude’s Anglican Church and 

Two Mile Wesleyan Church 

Established 1883” 

and 

 

“The Lords My Shepherd. 

I’ll Not Want 

He Makes Me Down to Lie 

In Pastures Green He Leadeth Me 
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The Quiet Waters By”   Psalm 23 

 

 
 

• There is also another memorial located nearby on a stone monument that is ‘in 

grateful remembrance’ of the early settlers of Chatsworth and Two Mile’. There are 

name lists included on the memorial. The picture (below) relates: 
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The site is currently owned by the State of Queensland and is zoned Open Space under the 

Gympie Regional Council Planning Scheme 2013. The site fronts Bruce Highway, however, 

there are no other improvements on site, nor is there any direct road access points in this 

80km/hr section. The State Government has previously attempted to transfer tenure of the 

site to Gympie Regional Council, however Council has not been supportive of this in the past. 

 

To add further context, the site is not identified on either the Local Heritage Register, nor is it 

listed in the Heritage Places Study endorsed by Council in 2021. At a previous Heritage 

Reference Group meeting, staff suggested the possibility of moving relics to another location, 

alternately escalating discussions with the State Government for tenure over the site. 

 

Members of the group voiced their strong opposition to the suggested outcomes/solutions 

and agreed that Council staff should escalate discussions with the State Government for a 

suitable tenure arrangement over the site. It was outlined by staff to the group that any 

agreement would be subject to Council approval. The important following points were also 

noted by Heritage Reference Group members: 

• Removal of relics from site was not a solution, given their geographical ties to the 

Araluen Waterhole site; 

• The waterholes were actually a result of alluvial mining and a repository for mining 

relics; 

• Sites of significance should not be considered on a false notion of cultural tourism. 

Should there not be ready access to a site, this is no excuse for the site to not still be 

maintained. 

 

The direction of Council was sought at the November Workshop, with the following issues 

noted: 
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- The Araluen Waterholes have not (as yet) been recognised on Council’s Local Heritage 

Register, nor were they identified in the recently endorsed Heritage Places Study; 

- The site is owned by the State Government; 

- There is a lack of practical roadway access for the ongoing maintenance of the site. 

 

The Heritage Reference Group has requested that Council escalate negotiations to establish 

legal tenure of the site so that it can restore and maintain this site. Councillors outlined that 

they were happy to have the site included as a prospective future site for inclusion, however 

did express reservations about taking on any tenure responsibilities over the site. 

 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Should Council decide to pursue legal tenure over the Araluen Waterhole site, there are 

potential budgetary implications. 

 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

 

5. CONSULTATION 

In development of this report, staff have discussed items contained within this report with: 

- Gympie region community relating to the Expression of Interest process undertaken 

for prospective new members 

- Heritage Reference Group 

- Councillors at the November 8 Workshop 

 

6. CONCLUSION 

The update of the Heritage Reference Group has been presented to Council for previous 

consideration. There are some resolutions required, as outlined in the recommendation. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

⇩1. Heritage Reference Group Charter (Draft) 2023 

⇩2. Heritage Reference Group Charter 2020 

⇩3. Heritage Reference Group Charter - Draft July 2023 - Highlighted  

  

 

M13/12/23 

Moved Cr RA Fredman Seconded Cr BM Devereaux   

That Council  

1. Endorse the draft Heritage Reference Group Charter 2023 

2. Include Dr Elaine Brown as a new member of Council’s Heritage Reference Group 

3. Consider the Araluen Waterholes, located at Lot 114 MCH4454 as a site for 

possible future inclusion as a Local Heritage Place, however not pursue 

establishing legal tenure over the site under Council responsibilities. 
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Carried  

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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7.4 Wishlist House - Waiving of Plumbing Application Fees 

PORTFOLIO: Planning and Regulatory Compliance 

DIRECTORATE: Community Sustainability 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

Choose a theme.  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

Council has the legislative power to adopt a schedule of fees and charges as part of its 

annual budget process. 

Section 97 of the Local Government Act 2009 (the Act) provides Council with the ability to fix 

cost recovery fees and Section 98 provides for a Register of Cost Recovery Fees. Section 262 

(3)(c) of the Act provides the power to charge for a service or facility, other than a service or 

facility for which a cost recovery fee may be fixed. 

Council may change its fees and charges at any time by resolution. 

Council adopted its 2023-2024 Schedule of Fees and Charges at its Ordinary Meeting on 24 

May 2023. 

2. REPORT 

Wishlist is a not-for-profit organisation which provides fundraising dedicated to supporting 

the growing health needs of patients and families on the Sunshine Coast and Gympie region. 

 

Ausmar Homes has partnered with Wishlist to build a new charity home at Serenity Drive, 

Southside, where proceeds raised through the sale of the Wishlist House will fund priority 

items at Gympie Hospital for the benefit of local patients and their families. 

 

The Private Building Certifier engaged to provide the relevant Building Permit is Suncoast 

Building Approvals, and it is they who lodged and paid for Plumbing Application 2023-1636 

with council on 09 June 2023. 

 

Under the provisions of Council’s adopted Fees and Charges for 2022/2023, “Applications by 

non-profit/community organisations that do not hold a liquor licence may be eligible for a 60% 

reduction of assessment and inspection fees. 

 

Applications by non-profit/community organisations that hold a liquor licence may be eligible 

for a 25% reduction of assessment and inspection fees. Fee reductions must be pre-approved by 

Council prior to lodging a plumbing application, or the full fee amount will be required to be 

paid when the application is submitted. Any request to have fees reduced must be in written 
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form, include reasons for requesting such a reduction, and be accompanied by relevant 

evidence in the form of documentation confirming non-profit status.” 

 

At the time of initially lodging the application, in the absence of correct documentation to 

award the concession, and in order to not unnecessarily delay assessment of the application, 

the Certifier was charged in full. 

 

Council initially charged fees totaling $2,492.00. 

 

Subsequent consultation occurred with Wishlist, and although Wishlist were not the applicant 

for the application, the above 60% concession was formally granted on 22 June 2023. This 

resulted in a partial refund to the certifier for the difference. 

 

Noting that the 60% discount can only be applied to assessment and inspection fees, the 

amended fees charged totaled $1567.40 (refunding $924.00). 

 

It is important to note that a permit for the plumbing works was issued on 19 June 2023, so 

council has not unnecessarily prevented or delayed works due to deliberations regarding fees 

for this application. 

 

Council has subsequently received a request to waive the remaining paid plumbing fees 

associated with the Wishlist Gympie House. 

 

This would include waiving fees totaling $1,567.40 being for the following: 

• $166.80 – Assessment Fees 

• $449.60 – Inspection Fees 

• $951.00 – Sewer Connection Fee (not eligible for the 60% concession). 

 

Council contacted Wishlist to investigate and advise of possible grant opportunities. 

Unfortunately, the Grants Guidelines precludes funding for expenses associated with prizes, 

awards and trophies, so directly funding the fees is not an option. They may however be 

eligible for other associated expenses under categories available in the Get Local category in 

the Rolling Round which could provide a maximum amount of $1,500, and is open all year. 

 

To date, no applications for grant funding have been received from Wishlist. 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Council’s operational revenue will be reduced by $1,567.40 should Council choose to waive 

all plumbing application fees associated with Permit 2023-1636. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Section 97 of the Act provides for a local government to fix a cost recovery fee and Section 

98 provides for a Register of Cost Recovery Fees. 

Section 262 (3)(c) of the Act also empowers a local government to charge for a service or 

facility, other than a service or facility for which a cost-recovery fee may be fixed. 
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Various other pieces of state, non-local government legislation fix fees for a local 

government or provide a specific head of power for a local government to set fees or charges 

in relation to a function imposed on that local government. 

Sections 172 and 193 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 (the Regulation) establish the 

requirements for Council’s Revenue Statement and Revenue Policy in relation to information 

on fees and charges. Council’s Revenue Statement is also required to outline the criteria used 

to decide the amount of the cost-recovery fee – Section 172 (1)(c), and if Council conducts a 

business activity on a commercial basis, the criteria used to decide the amount of the charges 

for the activity’s goods and services – Section 172 (1)(d). 

Council may change its fees and charges at any time by resolution. 

5. CONSULTATION 

Acting Director Community Sustainability 

Manager Finance 

Manager Community & Commercial Services 

6. CONCLUSION 

Wishlist is a not-for-profit organisation which provides fundraising dedicated to supporting 

the growing health needs of patients and families on the Sunshine Coast and Gympie region. 

 

Under the provisions of Council’s adopted Fees and Charges for 2022/2023, “Applications by 

non-profit/community organisations that do not hold a liquor licence may be eligible for a 60% 

reduction of assessment and inspection fees.” 

 

Council has subsequently received a request to waive the remaining paid plumbing fees 

associated with the Wishlist Gympie House. 

 

This would include waiving fees totaling $1,567.40 being for the following: 

• $166.80 – Assessment Fees 

• $449.60 – Inspection Fees 

• $951.00 – Sewer Connection Fee (not eligible for the 60% concession). 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

⇩1. Wishlist House Gympie Information and Media Pack  

  

 

M14/12/23 

Moved Cr J Milne Seconded Cr SA Waldock   

That Council waive plumbing application fees totaling $1,567.40 for Permit 2023-1636, 

recognising that fundraising associated with Wishlist House Gympie will directly benefit 

local patients and their families. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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Council break called at 10.33am  

 

Council meeting recommenced at 10:50am  

Cr Milne and Cr Stewart attended the meeting at 10.51am
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7.5 Planning Scheme - Amendment Package 3 Public Consultation Summary 

and Recommendations 

PORTFOLIO: Planning and Regulatory Compliance 

DIRECTORATE: Community Sustainability 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

1. Community and Environment  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

Further to Council’s previous consideration and endorsement of Amendment Package 3 to 

the Gympie Regional Council Planning Scheme 2013 (the Planning Scheme), several statutory 

steps have now been completed. This report is to update Council on the progress of the 

amendment package, and to discuss issues raised as a result of public consultation. 

 

Amendment Package 3 comprises a consolidated amendment package of administrative, 

minor and major amendments, as follows: 

(i) the rezoning of the Low impact industry land at Southside to Residential Living and 

Limited Development – Constrained Land (to reflect flooding constraints) consistent 

with the Southside Structure Plan; 

(ii) an increase in the number of caravans, tent sites or cabins permitted without a 

development application within the Rural Zone from four caravans, tent sites or 

cabins to eight (8); 

(iii) clarification of the levels of assessment for operational work and for dwelling houses 

proposed on unmaintained road; 

(iv) amendments to update the design criteria in Planning Scheme Policy 1: Development 

Standards; 

(v) minor administrative corrections; 

(vi) further amendments to planning provisions around Tourist Park developments in the 

Rural Zone including amenity protection for residents, and management of effluent 

and waste water; and 

(vii) changes arising from the adoption of the Recreational Vehicle Strategy.  

 

Summary of Progress to Date 

Timeline 

28 June 2022 Council resolved to endorse the amendment package and 

commence the State Interest Review (SIR) 

9 August 2022 Amendment Package 3 was provided to the State for review 

29 March 2023 Following assessment and consideration by the State, Council was 

advised that the proposed amendment package appropriately 
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incorporates all relevant state interests and could progress to 

formal public consultation 

2 June 2023 Commencement of public consultation 

30 June 2023 Closure of consultation 

8 November 2023 Presentation of consultations findings at Council Workshop 

 

Following discussion at the recent Council workshop, this report is being bought back to 

Council for endorsement of the revised amendment package. 

2. REPORT 

Public Consultation and Submissions 

Council received 12 submissions in response to the exhibition of the proposed amendments.  

The submissions are addressed in detail within attachment 1 to this report. A brief summary 

of the submissions and the suggested planning responses is provided below: 

 

(i) Zoning changes 

Amendment Package 3 proposes to rezone Low impact industry land within the 

Southside Local Development Area on the corner of Eucalyptus Avenue and Eel Creek 

Road, Southside to Residential Living (with a small amount of land allocated to 

Limited Development Zone to reflect the 1% AEP flood extent). 

 

 
Figure 1: Existing Low Impact Industry Zoned lots within Southside Local Development Area 
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Figure 2: Proposed zoning amendment for Residential Living and Limited Development – 

Constrained Land Zone 

 

A total of three submissions were received on this aspect and all were in support of the 

proposed amendment.  

 

(ii) Tourist parks 

The proposed increase in the number of cabins, caravans or campsites permitted 

without a development application in the Rural zone from four to eight attracted nine 

submissions, two in support for the proposed changes, six objecting to the proposal 

and one submission from Seqwater identifying the need to protect water quality from 

potential impacts generated by Tourist park uses. 

 

Issues raised in support of the proposal were: 

• The proposed increase supports farmers in diversifying farm income. 

• Farmers value their properties and their environment and will manage camper 

behaviour and impact.  

• Many older farmers do not qualify for the aged pension and a tourist park 

land use can supplement income. 

 

Issues raised in objection to the proposal were: 

• There is a lack of regulation or compensation to Council for the damage 

caused by heavy vans and RV's using poorly maintained Council roads. Roads 

can be dangerous or not adequate to support the use. 

• The installation of lighting and possible use of lights all night without any 

consideration for wildlife or neighbours. 

• Insufficient provision for emergency evacuation for visitors.  

• Lack of protection for waterway health. 

• Insufficient noise control with limited enforceable action/capabilities. 

• Lack of monitoring or compliance. 

• It is not appropriate to facilitate too many tourism or entertainment venues in 

the Mary Valley. 

• 48 people on a site at one time is not ‘low scale’. 

• Insufficient police presence to manage amenity issues. 
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• 10 ha property size is too small to accommodate a doubling of allowed sites 

to eight, with up to 48 people. 

 

No submissions were received with respect to the other elements of Amendment Package 3: 

(i) clarification of the levels of assessment for operational work and for dwelling houses 

proposed on unmaintained road; 

(ii) amendments to update the design criteria in Planning Scheme Policy 1: Development 

Standards; 

(iii) minor administrative corrections; 

(iv) further amendments to planning requirements for Tourist Park developments in the 

Rural Zone including amenity protection for residents and management of effluent 

and waste water; 

(v) incorporating changes arising from the adoption of the Recreational Vehicle Strategy.  

 

Response to Submissions 

The table at Attachment 1 provides the details of the proposed planning response to each 

specific issue raised via the submissions. In brief, the proposed zoning change is supported 

by the affected landowners and it is recommended that this change proceed. 

 

Public feedback regarding proposed changes to Tourist parks has been less receptive. There 

were two (2) submissions in support for the proposal. One (1) submitter in complete support 

of the proposal and another in support, however, seeking to remove the current requirement 

that tourist parks on unsealed roads trigger a development application. 

 

Seven (7) further submissions raised objection to the tourist park amendments proposing to 

increase the development application threshold from four (4) to eight (8). 

 

It should be noted that the issue in question is not whether tourist parks should be permitted 

in the Rural zone, but what threshold of intensity should trigger the requirement to submit a 

formal development application before the tourist park can commerce. 

 

The amendment package includes a number of additional assessment benchmarks to better 

manage the potential offsite impacts of tourist parks including: 

• water supply 

• wastewater 

• sanitation and amenities 

• dust 

• smoke 

• noise 

• lighting 

• safe road access (currently requiring access via a sealed road constructed to council 

standard) 

• number of patrons 

• length of stay 

• size of buildings 

• landscaping 
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A full list of the recommended assessment benchmarks is included in Attachment 2 to this 

report. It is considered that the additional assessment benchmarks are equally relevant to 

managing the offsite impacts of any tourist park, whether it be for four or eight 

cabins/caravans/campsites. They should, therefore, be retained within the amendment 

package even if it is determined that four sites be the maximum threshold for accepted 

development, rather than the proposed increase to eight. 

 

A tourist park, if consisting of eight sites, can accommodate up to 48 people. This is 

acknowledged as a substantial number, particularly where the activity occurs frequently. 

 

Compliance and Unlawful Operation 

During Council’s workshop on 8 November 2023, consideration of the proposed revision of 

Amendment Package 3 raised questions regarding: 

• the amount of Tourist parks operating within the region,  

• customer complaints, and 

• compliance matters associated with unlawful operation of Tourist parks (or non-

compliance with conditions of approval). 

 

Investigation of available online information and marketing for Tourist parks has identified 

that there are approximately 150 to 180 properties conducting this use throughout the 

region. The scale of the establishments is varied. Many properties are advertising only a few 

camp or caravan sites, or cabins. However, there is also several properties advertising 

upwards of 30 sites. Less than 50 properties were advertised as having some kind of toilet 

facilities for guests. 

 

Many of the sites currently being actively advertised as operational Tourist parks do not have 

a development approval nor would they qualify as being ‘accepted development subject to 

requirements’ (ADSR) under the current version of the planning scheme. A small number of 

sites do have the appropriate development approval, however, some of these are the subject 

of ongoing compliance matters relating to the conditions of their approvals. 

 

Key issues identified through compliance matters include: 

• Camp site numbers exceeding the maximum of four to comply with ADSR 

requirements of the current planning scheme. 

• Sites adjoining rural roads that are not constructed to full Council standard. 

• Camp sites established in locations identified as bushfire or flood natural hazards 

under the planning scheme overlay maps. 

• Building work established without necessary building permits. 

 

Information summarising compliance matters relevant to Tourist parks in the region, and 

complaints is discussed further in attachment 3 to this report. 

 

Whilst the proposed increase to eight sites has benefit to support local tourism, there is 

community concern around negative offsite impacts affecting residents. In consideration of 

the number of concerns raised in the submission period regarding such issues, limiting the 

number of people permitted on a site at one time may be an appropriate response to 

address community concerns.   
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It is recommended that Council retain the current threshold of four cabins, caravans/camp 

sites for tourist parks as “accepted development subject to requirements” but proceed to 

include the additional assessment benchmarks as exhibited. These measures will assist to 

reduce the offsite impacts of tourist park activities. 

 

It is important to note, that some amenity issues are aspects of development that sit outside 

the regulatory function of the planning scheme and may be governed under the 

Environmental Protection Act 1994. Ancillary activities, such as playing music, riding trail bikes, 

campfires and the like conducted on a tourist park site may continue to create issues yet are 

not able to be managed completely by the planning scheme.   

 

As noted above, one submission questioned the reasonableness of the current scheme 

requirement for a tourist park site to have full frontage to a sealed road constructed to a full 

standard in order for the use to occur as “accepted development subject to requirements”. 

The exhibited amendment package did not propose to change this requirement.   

 

While many of the Region’s unsealed roads might be capable of accommodating low key 

tourist park traffic, this will not always be the case. Where a site is accessed via an unsealed or 

a partly sealed road an assessment of the safety and practicality of the proposed access is 

warranted. It is noted that the scheme does not preclude tourist parks that rely on unsealed 

access roads, but merely establishes a threshold beyond which a development application is 

required to ensure the access arrangements are safe and practical for the traffic likely to be 

generated by the proposed development. 

 

The additional submission relevant to Tourist parks received from Seqwater raises the need 

to protect drinking water catchments from pollution. Further, Seqwater suggests that 

Council’s planning scheme include a map defining buffers to drinking water catchments and 

specific assessment benchmarks against which development in the catchment areas should 

be assessed.  In principle, this submission is supported. However, it is considered beyond the 

scope of Amendment Package 3 and would be more appropriately addressed via the new 

scheme. 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

5. CONSULTATION 

Public consultation for Amendment Package 3 was undertaken in accordance with the 

Ministers Guidelines and Rules (MGR) under the Planning Act 2016.  Consultation was for a 

period of 20 business days and ran from 2 June 2023 through to 30 June 2023. 

 

Further consultation has been undertaken with the following Council teams to formulate the 

recommendations: 

• Development Assessment 

• Compliance  

• Building 

• Plumbing 
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• Environmental Health 

• Development Engineering 

 

Proposed Amendment Package 3 including the consultation summary report was presented 

to Councilllors for consideration at the Workshop on 8 November 2023. 

6. CONCLUSION 

Following consideration of submissions received in response to the exhibition of Amendment 

Package 3, it is recommended following elements of the package be supported: 

 

(i) the rezoning of the Low impact industry land at Southside to Residential Living and 

Limited Development – Constrained land (to reflect flooding constraints) consistent 

with the Southside Structure Plan, 

(ii) clarification of the levels of assessment for operational work and for dwelling houses 

proposed on unmaintained road, 

(iii) amendments to update the design criteria in Planning Scheme Policy 1; Development 

Standards, 

(iv) minor administrative corrections, 

(v) amendments to assessment benchmarks for tourist park developments in the Rural 

zone including additional amenity protection for residents, and management of 

effluent and wastewater; and 

(vi) incorporating changes arising from the adoption of the Recreation Vehicle Strategy. 

 

It is recommended that the proposal to increase the number of cabins/caravans/campsites 

permitted without the need for a development application from four to eight not proceed for 

the reasons discussed in the report. It is further suggested that the current requirement for 

tourist parks to have sealed road access to qualify as “accepted development subject to 

requirements” be retained. 

 

It is noted that as part of the public consultation process, several landowners within the East 

Deep Creek precinct (industrial land) had been incorrectly advised that the precinct boundary 

is proposed to be removed as part of this amendment package. Whilst this had been 

originally considered as part of the proposed amendments, this change did not progress to 

be included in the final package of amendments endorsed by Council for public exhibition.  

The full version of Amendment Package 3 exhibited for public consultation was correct. 

However, the letter to the landowners within the East Deep Creek precinct was an incorrect 

additional component.  This error, along with the significant change proposed to the 

accepted development thresholds for tourist parks warrant the re-exhibition of the 

amendment package.  

 

It is proposed to re-exhibit the Amendment Package for a period of 20 business days, after 

which the matter will be further reported to Council. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

⇩1. Consultation Report - Amendment Package 3 - August 2023 

⇩2. Attachment 2 - Rural Zone Code Tourist park provisions 

⇩3. Tourist parks - Compliance matters and customer complaints raised January 2022 to 

November 2023  
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That Council endorse 

1. The threshold for Tourist parks on rural land to be Accepted Development Subject 

to Requirements be retained at four or less campsites. 

2. The additional assessment benchmarks for Tourist parks included in the exhibited 

rural zone code be retained. 

3. Amendment Package 3 be re-exhibited for a period of not less than 20 business 

days. 

 

Amended Resolution 

M15/12/23 

Moved Cr BM Devereaux Seconded Cr WA Polley   

That Council endorse the Amendment Package 3 as exhibited 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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7.6 Temporary Local Planning Instrument - Biodiversity Protection. 

PORTFOLIO: Planning and Regulatory Compliance 

DIRECTORATE: Community Sustainability 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

1. Community and Environment  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

At the Ordinary Meeting of 23 August 2023 Council considered a report on the renewal of 

the Temporary Local Planning Instrument – Protection of Biodiversity Values (the TLPI) and 

resolved (M10/08/23) that Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to write to the 

Minister for State Development, Infrastructure, Local Government and Planning to seek 

approval of the proposed TLPI in accordance with Chapter 3, Part 2, Section 8.1 of the 

Minister’s Guidelines and Rules. 

2. REPORT 

After discussion with Councillors at the Planning Scheme workshop held on 22 May 2023, it 

was proposed that the TLPI provisions, having been “road tested” by Council over the past 18 

months, be rolled into the new GRC Planning Scheme to ensure the scheme addresses 

biodiversity conservation and thereby also addressing the State Planning Policy. 

 

It was further noted the current TLPI will lapse on 24 February 2024, before a new planning 

scheme could come into effect, giving rise to the report to Council and the resolution of 23 

August 2023 where Council resolved to seek the Minister’s approval of a new TLPI to ensure 

no gap in the protection of biodiversity would occur. The request for the new TLPI, 

accompanied by the necessary documentation, was referred to the Minister, via the 

Department’s Wide Bay regional office on 6 September.  

 

The Planning Act requires that Council, once in receipt of an approval notice from the 

Minister, must resolve to adopt the TLPI for it to come into effect.  

 

Council is now in receipt of advice from the Minister advising that the making of the new TLPI 

has been approved with a commencement date of 23 February 2024, one day before the 

lapsing of the current TLPI thereby ensuring a continuity in biodiversity protection measures 

within the Gympie Region. A copy of the Minister’s correspondence is provided at 

Attachment 1 to this report, a copy of the new TLPI document is provided at Attachment 2. 

Council will note that the only change from the current Biodiversity Protection TLPI is the 

change to the effective date provided at Section 7.0, where the effective (commencement) 

date has now been changed to 23 February 2024. 
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3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

There are no budget implications arising from this proposal. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The proposal to adopt the new TLPI, upon receipt of the Minister’s approval, is consistent 

with Council’s resolution of 23 August 2023 to request the Minister make a new Biodiversity 

TLPI to ensure no gap in biodiversity protection arises following the lapsing of the current 

TLPI in February 2024.  

5. CONSULTATION 

TLPIs are not subject to public consultation before they are made as the circumstances that 

typically give rise to their implementation are such that the timeframes involved in public 

consultation could be prejudicial to the intent of the TLPI. That said, engagement occurred 

with a number of stakeholders in the 12-month period leading up to the adoption of the 

current Biodiversity TLPI. Further, an 8-week public exhibition of the draft Biodiversity Policy 

Position Paper has just concluded wherein the proposal to “extend” the current Biodiversity 

TLPI until the new planning scheme was in force was explicitly stated. Consultation feedback 

highlighted the importance of biodiversity protection in the Gympie Region to many 

members of the community (Top 3 of 8 issues raised by 34% of respondents). 

  

6. CONCLUSION 

The adoption of the new TLPI by Council, it having now been approved by the Minister, will 

ensure a seamless transition from the current TLPI to the new TLPI. 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

⇩1. Minister's Correspondence 

⇩2. New TLPI Protection of Biodiversity Values  

  

 

M16/12/23 

Moved Cr J Milne Seconded Cr DH Stewart   

That Council adopt the new Temporary Local Planning Instrument – Protection of 

Biodiversity Values in accordance with the advice of the Minister dated 28 November, 

2023. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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7.7 Place Name and Memorial Request 

PORTFOLIO: Planning and Regulatory Compliance 

DIRECTORATE: Community Sustainability 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

Choose a theme.  

1. Community and Environment  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

This report provides an update and seeks resolution on the Memorial and Place Name 

request in honour of Levi Hanna. The request for a memorial seat at Mullins Creek Park and 

the naming of the culvert on Window Road Canina has previously been discussed by 

Councillors at the 9 August 2023 Workshop. Further consultation with the family has been 

ongoing since this time.  

2. REPORT 

Levi Hanna was a fourteen (14) year old Gympie resident who was tragically killed in a traffic 

incident on Tin Can Bay Road in February 2023. Earlier this year a request was made by Levi’s 

immediate family, through discussions with the Mayor, for the culvert on Window Road 

Canina to be named Levi’s Crossing and for a memorial seat to be installed at Mullins Creek 

Park.  

 

As discussed at the 9 August Workshop meeting, Councillors discussed details regarding the 

naming request and the possibility that it technically may not meet requirements as outlined 

in section 4.3 Naming Principles, of the Naming of Council Facilities policy document, which 

states: 
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However, section 4.4 states: Council reserves the right to name or re-name facilities at its 

discretion in accordance with this policy.  

 

The proposed naming convention ‘Levis Crossing’ is considered appropriate as the name is 

unique to the area and without duplication. The relevancy of the infrastructure to the name is 

assessed as satisfactory and the facility is within proximity to Levi’s home.  

 

In accordance with the policy, targeted community engagement was commenced late 

November informing immediate neighbours of the naming proposal. Any feedback received 

will be provided by Officers to Council at the Meeting.  

 

 
The creek crossing on Window Road (above and pictured below). 
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The second request for a memorial seat at Mullins Creek Park was also discussed by 

Councillors at the 9 August Workshop. Officers have subsequently agreed on an appropriate 

location for the seat with the family.  

 

As the seat is outside council’s ordinary work’s program, in accordance with the Policy the 

seat will incur a cost to the customer, which has been discussed with them and agreed upon. 

It is understood that the family intends to fundraise for the costs associated with the supply 

and installation of the seat.  

 

Naming Progress  

Following the 9 August Workshop, officers commenced the process for naming the culvert 

and to organise the installation of the memorial seat at Mullins Creek Park.  

- Officers confirmed the intention to progress the proposal with the family and 

discussed issues pertaining to the potential location of the seat and the Highest 

Astronomical Tide (HAT).  

- As the place name request was originally for the creek itself, an appropriate naming 

suggestion was confirmed internally. Given the structure is technically not a bridge, 

the suggestion of ‘Levis Crossing’ was provided for internal approval.   

- A site visit was undertaken with officers to discuss an appropriate location for the 

seat, within the park’s maintenance area and ideally outside the HAT area. The 

proposed location is very close to one of the original suggestions supplied by the 

family. Still within the HAT, it was confirmed internally from Open Space Maintenance 

and Environment that this position was acceptable.  

- The family was contacted to confirm the acceptability of the name ‘Levis Crossing’ and 

the location, type and cost of the seat. A non-standard seat was preferred and specific 

plaque inclusions were discussed.  

- The request for a non-standard seat and plaque inclusions were agreed with relevant 

areas of Council, a secondary quote for the new seat was obtained.  

- A Community Engagement Plan was compiled and circulated for comment and 

approval internally.  

- The family was contacted to advise of progress of the naming, the upcoming 

engagement and details regarding the memorial seat.  

- A letter was drafted and delivered to residents in accordance with the Engagement 

Plan.  

- Four (4) customers have contacted council so far to express their support for the 

naming.  

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

The costs for the printing and installation of the sign at the culvert are estimated at $1,350.00 

There is no cost to council for the memorial seat.  

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

As indicated in the report the request may not strictly comply with section 4.3 Naming 

Principles of the Naming of Council Facilities Policy.  

5. CONSULTATION 

Internal consultation with relevant areas of council has been undertaken to understand 

appropriateness and relevance of the proposed name for the culvert. External consultation 
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with immediate residents of Window Road Canina will be completed in accordance with the 

Policy, prior to presentation of this report.  

6. CONCLUSION 

That Council endorse the naming of the unnamed culvert on Window Road in Canina ‘Levi’s 

Crossing’ and the installation of a memorial seat at Mullins Creek Park.  

 

 

M17/12/23 

Moved Cr NG Jensen Seconded Cr BM Devereaux   

That Council endorse the naming of the unnamed culvert on Window Road in Canina 

‘Levis Crossing’. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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7.8 Community Grants Program 2023/24 - Environment  

PORTFOLIO: Arts, Culture, Libraries, Community Development and Customer Service 

DIRECTORATE: Community Sustainability 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

1. Community and Environment  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

Prior to 2022, the Community Group Environment Levy Grants Program provided an annual 

grants scheme that distributed 20% of the Environment Levy budget to local environmental 

groups working towards conserving our biodiversity and enhancing our water quality, 

minimising our greenhouse gas emissions and building our region’s resilience to a changing 

climate, and/or supporting a thriving environment. With the removal of Levies from Council’s 

rates, environment grant funding was subsequently budgeted for and incorporated into the 

Community Grants Program 2022/23. 

 

Previous consideration by Council includes: 

• Community Grants Policy and Program Guidelines 2023/2024 – endorsed 28 June 

2023 

• Community Grants Program 2023/2024 - Round 1 Funding Recommendations – 

endorsed 25 October 2023 

 

At the Ordinary Council Meeting of 25 October 2023, officers confirmed that only two of the 

five Major Environment category applications were successful and that the current guidelines 

prohibited the funding of ongoing programs. Officers noted that this may not be achieving 

Council’s intent of supporting initiatives that improve environmental outcomes in the region.  

On that basis, officers undertook to review the guidelines, consult with stakeholders, and 

present options back to Council Ordinary Meeting in December 2023/January 2024. 

 

Under Section 1 of the Council endorsed Community Grants Policy, “Council may establish 

additional grant categories to respond to emerging community needs or issues”.   

 

In accordance with this policy, officers propose a pilot Environment Program Grant category 

to respond to emerging needs and issues outlined in this report. 

2. REPORT 

The competitive grant Round 1 of Council’s Community Grants Program 2023/2024 opened 

on 7 August 2023 and closed to applications on 17 September 2023. A total of 39 

applications were assessed across eight funding categories, including five applications in the 

Major Environment Projects category requesting a total of $92,573 in funding. 
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Table 1 below summarises the applications received and recommended in the Major 

Environment Projects category. 

 

Table 1: Summary of applications received and recommended 

Major Environment Projects category 

No. of applications 5 

First time applicant 0 

First time recommended for Council funding 0 

Total funding requests $92,573 

# of applications recommended and awarded  2 

Funding Awarded  $28,503 

 

Two applications with a total of $28,503 were recommended and endorsed for funding. 

 

Feedback from assessors of the applications to the Major Environmental Projects category 

included the following: 

• Whilst there is environmental and social benefit from the organisation’s proposed 

project, under the current Community Grants Program activities like this are ineligible 

as they have already occurred or are ongoing 

• A Project based application would be encouraged in Round 2 of the Community 

Grants Program 2023/2024 

• Applicant is strongly encouraged to seek advice from Community Development Team 

and attend grant writing workshops and other information sessions in the future. 

 

Council’s Environment Services and Community Development Teams invited all environment 

category applicants to a focus session on the environment categories of Council’s 

Community Grants Program.  Ten participants from four environmental organisations 

(namely, MRCCC, ANARA, Gympie and District Landcare and Cooloola Coastcare) attended 

the session on 30 November 2023. The purpose of the session was an exchange of 

information: for council officers to share information about the Community Grants Program, 

and to hear from environmental organisations about the activities they are delivering, and 

what financial support they are seeking to deliver these activities in the region.   

 

Feedback covered a broad range of issues with the key findings for the grants process being:  

• the current Community Grants Guidelines are designed to support projects, and 

should be expanded to enable not for profit environmental organisations to deliver 

ongoing environmental programs; 

• volunteer contribution is critical for ongoing program delivery and should be given 

greater acknowledgement and weight; 

• broad environmental/community impact needs to be given greater acknowledgement 

through program-based funding; 

• program based operational funds should be eligible (e.g., food for rescued native 

wildlife, program officer costs).  

 

In summary, it is proposed that if Council intends to support the ongoing aspects of 

environmental activities then a new grant category needs to be developed in 2023/2024, 

multi-year grant programs could be considered for introduction in 2024/2025 and/or Council 
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needs to develop service level contracting arrangements to enable ongoing programs to be 

delivered (e.g. removal of cat’s claw).  

 

To enable a broader range of environmental programs to be awarded with existing 

2023/2024 grant funding, officers have developed a pilot grants category titled Environment 

Program Grant Category.  It is proposed to trial this category in 2023/2024 while officers (in 

consultation with stakeholders) develop longer term funding mechanisms.  

 

The proposed Environment Program Grant Category Guidelines are provided at Attachment 

1.  

 

If adopted by Council resolution, the round would open on 15 December 2023 and close on 

14 January 2024. This timeframe would enable assessment to be undertaken with Council 

awarding any successful environment program grants at the Council Ordinary Meeting on 24 

January 2024, prior to Caretaker Period. Environment groups were advised of these proposed 

timeframes at the consultation session and were understanding of the tight timeframes given 

the upcoming Caretaker Period. It was noted that groups’ previous applications would likely 

form the basis of the applications under the proposed Environment Program Grant Category 

and therefore not require substantial redevelopment. 

BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Council’s Community Grants Program is funded by Council’s operational budget. A total of 

$150,000 is allocated for Environment Grants in 2023/2024 to fund applications to the Major 

Environment Project category in Round 1 and Round 2, and applications to the Micro 

Environment Projects category in the Rolling Round. 

 

With Round 1 complete and one Micro-Environment Grant applied for and awarded to date, 

a total of $119,997 is remaining for environment category grants in 2023/2024. Officers 

propose that a maximum of $90,000 be available for the proposed Environment Program 

Grant Category, which will allow approximately $30,000 for applications to the Major 

Environment Projects category in Round 2 and the Mirco Environment Projects in the Rolling 

Round. Round 1 evidenced that there is greater community demand for ongoing 

environmental program funding, rather than one-off project funding that is available in 

Round 2 and the Micro- Environment grants. Hence, the proposed split of funding for the 

categories is considered a proportionate, reasonable response and will increase the likelihood 

that budget allocated for 2023/2024 is expended. The split in funding is a guide only, with 

funding awarded by Council resolution based on the applications that are submitted. 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

The Gympie Regional Council Community Grants Policy complies with Local Government 

Regulation 2012 (sections 194 and 195). The Community Grants Programs Guidelines are in 

accordance with the Policy. 

CONSULTATION 

Internal consultation: 

• Manager Community and Commercial Services 

• Manager Environment and Resource Recovery 

• Coordinator Arts, Community and Culture 

• Coordinator Environment Services 
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• Senior Officer Community Development 

• Support Officer Community Development 

 

External consultation: 

• Australian Native Animals Rescue and Rehabilitation Association Inc 

• Cooloola Coastcare Association Inc 

• Gympie and District Landcare Group Inc 

• Mary River Catchment Coordinating Association 

CONCLUSION 

Council’s Community Grants Program is designed to provide financial assistance to enhance 

the social, environmental, economic and/or cultural wellbeing of the Gympie region.  

 

The Community Grants Policy enables Council to establish additional grant categories to 

respond to emerging community needs or issues. 

 

In accordance with this policy, officers propose a new Environment Program Grant Category 

to pilot in 2023/2024 to enable a broader range of environmental activity to be supported 

through Council’s grants program.  This in turn will enable the delivery of improved 

environmental and community benefits for the region.  

 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

⇩1. Environment Program Grant Category Guidelines 2023-24  

  

 

M18/12/23 

Moved Cr DH Stewart Seconded Cr J Milne   

That Council endorse the Environment Program Grant Category Guidelines 2023/24. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 

   

Disclosure of Interest - Cr BM Devereaux  

 

In accordance with Chapter 5B of the Local Government Act 2009, Cr BM Devereaux informed 

the meeting of a declarable conflict of interest in relation to this matter due to:  

 

- being involved closely with the Eight Ball Association in looking for leasing options 

and with this interaction wanted to table his declaration. 

 

Having given due consideration to the fact that this interaction was in the role as Councillor, 

Cr Devereaux requested to be allowed to remain in the room while this matter is being 

considered and voted on.   
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M19/12/23 

Moved Cr J Milne Seconded Cr NG Jensen   

That Councillor Devereaux be permitted to remain in the room for this discussion  

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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SECTION 8: INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

 

8.1 New Lease to Gympie Eight Ball Association over part of Reg English 

Complex - Lease Area E, 33 Cartwright Road, Gympie 

PORTFOLIO: Civil Works and Design, Asset Management, Facilities, Property and Open 

Space 

DIRECTORATE: Infrastructure Services 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

1. Community and Environment  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

The Reg English Complex at 33 Cartwright Road, Gympie is located on State Reserve for 

recreation purposes which is held in trust by Gympie Regional Council.  It is mostly used for 

tennis; however, it is also the location for other recreational not-for-profit organisations such 

as the Lions Club of Gympie and The Scout Association of Australia (Gympie Branch).    

2. REPORT 

Property Description:  Part of Lot 515 CP MCH4139 – Lease Area E 

Location:    33 Cartwright Road, Gympie  

Tenure: State Reserve - Gympie Regional Council as Trustee  

Zoning:    Sport & Recreation 

Locality Plan:   Lease Area E as highlighted in green on plan below 
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The Property Branch of Gympie Regional Council held an invitation for tenure for Lease Area 

E in January 2023.  The only applicant was the Gympie Eight Ball Association (“Gympie 8 

Ball”).  Gympie 8 Ball is an Association that has been in existence since 1999 and they were 

displaced from their leased space due to the 2022 floods.  The application evidenced that 

they provide an inclusive recreational activity to the community by reaching people of all 

ages and abilities and that they have the membership and financial capacity to run their own 

facility.   

 

It was determined by Property and Land Management Branch that a successful application 

was submitted by the club and a 12-month Licence Agreement (for due diligence purposes 

only) was entered into between council and Gympie 8 Ball on 23 February 2023.   

 

Gympie 8 Ball confirmed on 14 November 2023 that they are satisfied with their due 

diligence investigations, have secured grant funding to construct their facility and have 

confirmed by Committee minute that they would like to enter into a more permanent tenure 

arrangement with council.  The State have confirmed that the proposed use aligns with the 

purpose of the reserve.  Prior to allowing Gympie 8 Ball to construct their facility, council 

require the club to enter into a 10-year lease, to be registered on title.  

 

In accordance with Chapter 6, Section 236(1)(b)(ii) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, 

Council may (by resolution) dispose of a valuable non-current asset other than by tender or 

auction if the disposal is for the lease of land to a community organisation. 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

There are no budget implications associated with the recommendations of this report. 
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4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Local Government Regulation 2012 

5. CONSULTATION 

• Manager Property and Open Space 

• Coordinator Property and Land Management 

• Senior Officer Property 

• Co-Ordinator Governance and Native Title 

• Gympie Eight Ball Association 

• State of Queensland (SLAM) 

6. CONCLUSION 

It is considered appropriate to offer a Trustee Lease over Lease Area E in Lot 515 CP 

MCH4139 for a term of ten (10) years. 

 

  

 

M20/12/23 

Moved Cr DH Stewart Seconded Cr SA Waldock   

That Council resolves to approve the exception referred to in Chapter 6, Section 

236(1)(b)(ii) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 allowing Council to dispose of 

(through leasing) the subject land, other than by tender or auction to a community 

organisation. 

 

That Council offer a new Trustee Lease to Gympie Eight Ball Association over part of Lot 

515 CP MCH4139 (Lease Area E) in Council’s standard community trustee lease format, 

to include the following terms and conditions: 

a) Term of Lease:  Ten (10) years 

b) Rental review:  Rent will be reviewed annually on the anniversary of the 

Commencement Date and increased in accordance with “Gympie Regional 

Council’s Fees and Charges” for a Community Lease Agreement, currently 

$130.00 inclusive of GST 

c) Use:  Community Sporting Facility 

d)     The Trustee Lessee to hold public liability insurance in a sum not less than 

$20,000,000.00 or such other amount that Council shall determine from time 

to time in the name of the Trustee Lessee and Gympie Regional Council 

e)      Trustee Lessee will cover the costs of the preparation, stamping and 

registration of the new lease to a maximum amount of $1,500.00 plus GST 

f) Survey fees will be divided equally between Gympie Regional Council and the 

Trustee Lessee 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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8.2 Proposed Disposal of Land - Lot 2 SP 186025 - 124 Centro Way, Gympie 

PORTFOLIO: Civil Works and Design, Asset Management, Facilities, Property and Open 

Space 

DIRECTORATE: Infrastructure Services 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

2. Infrastructure and Economic Opportunity  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

Council is upgrading the sewer pump station located at 124 Centro Way (“old sewer pump 

station”).   The old sewer pump station sits on a small lot held by council in trust for the State 

of Queensland and is situated alongside the driveway to the carpark for the Gympie Central 

Shopping Centre.   

2. REPORT 

Property Description:  Lot 204 on SP186025 

Location:    124 Centro Way, Gympie 

Area:     506m2  

Tenure:    Leasehold 

Zoning:    Community Purposes 

Current Use:   Sewerage Pump Station 

Locality Plan:   See below 

 

Location of old sewer pump station 
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Location of new sewer pump station 

 
 

Council is decommissioning the old sewer pump station and constructing a new one on a lot 

across the road (Lot 3 SP197497).  The site for the new sewer pump station (SPS G3) was 

transferred to council for “Nil” consideration by the owners of Gympie Central Shopping 

Centre, Vicinity Manager Pty Ltd as trustees (“Vicinity Manager”).  It was decided by Vicinity 

Manager that relocating SPS G3 across the road would benefit their shopping centre due to 

the close proximity of the old sewer pump station to the shopping centre’s outdoor eating 

area and the odors emanating from the pump station.  In addition, council would benefit 

from the removal of the old sewer pump station through improved access and the removal of 

ongoing conflicts with the shopping centre car parks.  Council agreed to remove the old 

sewer pump station and investigate whether the small lot that the old sewer pump station 

sits on can be transferred to Vicinity Manager for “Nil” consideration. 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

The overall budget for the replacement of the old sewer pump station is $3,450,000 for FY23-

24 & FY24-25.  This includes an allowance for the procurement of Lot 204 on SP186025 from 

the State Government.  An offer has been received from the Department of Resources for the 

purchase of the Lot for $61,413.96 to be received by 22 January 2024.  This can be 

accommodated within the existing budget. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Local Government Regulation 2012 

5. CONSULTATION 

• Vicinity Manager Pty Ltd 

• The State of Queensland (SLAM) 

• Director – Infrastructure Services 

• Manager – Capital Delivery & Assets 

• Project Manager – Water Business Unit 

• Coordinator Property & Land Management 

• Senior Property Officer 
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6. CONCLUSION 

Once the old sewer pump station is removed, this land will be surplus to council’s needs and 

it is proposed that it be disposed of to the neighbouring landowner, Vicinity Manager. 

 

 

M21/12/23 

Moved Cr BM Devereaux Seconded Cr HT Smerdon   

That Council: 

1. in accordance with Chapter 6 Section 236(1)(c) of the Local Government 

Regulation 2012, resolves to dispose of the non-current asset other than by tender 

or auction; 

2. records the reason for resolving to dispose of non-current asset other than by 

tender or auction as being in accordance with Chapter Section 236(1)(c)(v) of the 

Local Government Regulation 2012, the non-current asset being disposed of by 

consideration other than money, for example, other land given in exchange for the 

disposal, if— (A) it is in the public interest to dispose of the land without a tender 

or auction; and (B) the disposal is otherwise in accordance with sound contracting 

principles. 

3. delegates authority in accordance with Chapter 6 Section 236(1)(c) of the Local 

Government Regulation 2012, to the Chief Executive Officer to negotiate and sign 

any disposal documentation such as a contract and transfer documentation. 

 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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8.3 The State of Queensland (represented by Department of Housing) - 

Proposed lease renewal Jane Street, Gympie (formally known as Gympie 

Caravan Park) 

PORTFOLIO: Civil Works and Design, Asset Management, Facilities, Property and Open 

Space 

DIRECTORATE: Infrastructure Services 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

1. Community and Environment  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

Council had previously entered a two-year (2) lease with the Department of Housing (the 

Department) for the property formally known as the Gympie Caravan Park, which is due to 

expire on 5 April 2024. 

2. REPORT 

Property Description:   Lot 200 on MCH3583 

Location:     Jane Street, Gympie 

Tenure:     State – GRC Trustee 

Zoning:     Community Purposes 

Locality Plan:    Refer below 
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Since the devastating floods of 2022, the Department has been redeveloping and 

transforming the site, providing high quality transitional, affordable housing solutions for 

residents displaced by flooding, as well as people experiencing homelessness or risk of 

homelessness.  To date they have established thirty-four (34) homes including two (2) fully 

accessible and eight (8) tiny homes. 

 

The Department have advised that they wish to renew the lease for a further ten-year (10) 

period on the same terms and conditions.  They are also seeking Council’s approval to the 

eventual transfer of the Reserve to the Department subject to Department of Resources 

approval and the Department’s Delegate approval.  It is hoped that the transfer (if approved) 

will be completed within the first few years of the lease but renewing the lease for a further 

ten-year (10) period will more than allow for any delays. 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

No budget implications. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Local Government Regulation 2012 

5. CONSULTATION 

• Director of Infrastructure Services 

• Director of Corporate Services 

• Director of Community Sustainability 

• Manager Property & Open Space 

• Manager Community & Commercial Services  

• Coordinator Property & Land Management 
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• The State of Queensland (represented by Department of Housing) 

6. CONCLUSION 

The Department, rather than Council, is best placed to lead/manage the provision of the 

services provided at this site and therefore considered appropriate to offer a further ten (10) 

year lease over the property at Lot 200 Jane Street, Gympie. 

  

 

M22/12/23 

Moved Cr BM Devereaux Seconded Cr HT Smerdon   

That Council approves the exception referred to in Chapter 6 Section 236(1)(c)(iii) of the 

Local Government Regulation 2012 allowing Council to dispose of (through leasing) the 

subject land, other than by tender or auction, to the existing tenant of the land. 

 

That Council offers a Trustee Lease to The State of Queensland (represented by 

Department of Housing) over Lot 200 on MCH3583, Jane Street, Gympie with the same 

terms as the existing lease, and to include the following conditions: 

a) Term of Lease – ten (10) years 

b) Rental - $1.00 per annum (including GST) 

c) Use – Short term emergency accommodation 

d) PLI – The Lessee to hold Public Liability Insurance in a sum not less than 

$20,000,000.00 or such other amount that Council Shall determine from time 

to time. 

e) Legal & Other Costs – All legal and other costs associated with the preparation, 

stamping and registration of the Lease are to be borne by the Lessee. 

 

That Council resolves to agree to the revocation of the reserve and agrees to consent to 

the State Land Management Application by the State of Queensland (represented by 

Department of Housing) for the transfer of the whole of Lot 200 on MCH3583. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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8.4 Voluntary Home Buy Back Program - Property Acquisitions 

PORTFOLIO: Civil Works and Design, Asset Management, Facilities, Property and Open 

Space 

DIRECTORATE: Infrastructure Services 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

1. Community and Environment  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

Queensland Reconstruction Authority (QRA) have been assisting Council in acquiring flood 

affected properties as part of funding provided under the Voluntary Home Buy-Back Program 

(VHBB). 

2. REPORT 

The QRA contacted owners at all properties that met the required guideline criteria for the 

Resilient Homes Fund to notify them of the program. Property owners registered for inclusion 

in the program, and once the interest was registered, the State Government assessed that the 

properties are eligible and meet the guidelines for the VHBB Program. 

 

At the writing of this report, nineteen (19) homeowners have entered into Contracts for the 

purchase of their properties and settlements completed, with five (5) of those having the 

homes removed or deconstructed to date.  Another ten (10) properties have accepted their 

Letter of Offer and will be due to settle within the next two (2) months. A further eleven (11) 

properties are yet to accept the Letter of Offer forwarded to them by the State. 

 

Expenses relating to the acquisition of the properties are included in funding through the 

Resilient Home Program, which is jointly funded by the Commonwealth and Queensland 

Governments under the Disaster Recovery Funding arrangements. 

 

Following the completion of the conveyancing transaction, Council is required to secure the 

property, and arrange for the residence on the property to be deconstructed, the land 

cleared, and rehabilitation undertaken.  These costs are also covered by the fund. 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

The properties acquired through the VHBB Program will become non-rateable once the 

conveyance has been completed.  A further report will be brought before a Council 

Workshop in February 2024 to provide an update of what properties have been acquired and 

their proposed future use, and possible future funding required for ongoing maintenance 

requirements. 
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4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Local Government Regulation 2012 

Local Government Act 2009 

5. CONSULTATION 

• Queensland Reconstruction Authority 

• Manager Property & Open Space 

• Coordinator Property & Land Management 

6. CONCLUSION 

Contracts to date have been signed by the Chief Executive Officer under his financial 

delegation. However, we have now received a number of contracts that exceed his limit and 

therefore require a Council Resolution to acquire the properties and authorise the Chief 

Executive Officer to complete contractual arrangements on behalf of Council. 

 

 

M23/12/23 

Moved Cr DH Stewart Seconded Cr BM Devereaux   

That Council resolve to acquire the properties for the purposes of the VHBB Program 

and authorise the Chief Executive Officer to execute contracts and associated 

documentation on behalf of Council to complete the conveyance of the properties 

identified as being eligible for the VHBB Program. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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8.5 Proposed Trustee Lease Renewal Tansey Show Society Inc. & Tansey 

Polocrosse Club Inc - Lot 36 SP259716 

PORTFOLIO: Civil Works and Design, Asset Management, Facilities, Property and Open 

Space 

DIRECTORATE: Infrastructure Services 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

1. Community and Environment  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

The Tansey Show Society Inc. & Tansey Polocrosse Club Inc. has leased part of the Trustee 

Land located at the Tansey Showgrounds, 30 Tansey Hall Road, since January 2014.  

The Trustee Lease is due to expire on 20 January 2024 and the Club has expressed their 

interest in continuing the agreement for another ten (10) years with similar terms and 

conditions as the current Lease. 

2. REPORT 

Property description:    Part A Lot 36 SP259716 

Location:     30 Tansey Hall Road, Tansey 

Area:       20.43 ha 

Tenure:      Trustee 

Zoning:     Showground and Recreation 

Current Use:     Recreation – Sporting facility/community group 

Locality Plan: `   See below 
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The Tansey Show Society and Polocrosse Club is an important part of the town’s sports and 

recreational network. The Polocrosse and associated equine activities are a family orientated 

sport with grades to cater for all levels of ability from the novice through to highly experienced 

and competitive riders. Polocrosse is unique in that it is a sport in which the whole family can 

play at the one event. Polocrosse is also a great spectator sport with many locals enjoying 

spending a weekend at the grounds. 

The club have some very exciting times ahead, in December 2024 they will be hosting the QLD 

Polocrosse Championships at the grounds which will be a major event for the club and the 

Tansey community. 

The Complex is still to have significant works completed as part of funding acquired through 

the Community & Recreational Assets Recovery and Resilience Program 2022, to assist with 

the recovery of the surfaces and ancillary facilities to re-establish horse sports at Tansey. 

In addition, both the Property and Facilities department recently attended an inspection of the 

property and found that the club is maintaining the property in very good condition. It is also 

acknowledged that the club are working with the Lands Protection team in order to manage 

biosecurity matters (declared weed species) on the land.  

In accordance with Chapter 6 Section 236(1)(c)(iii) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, 

Council may (by resolution) dispose of a valuable non-current asset other than by tender or 

auction if the disposal is for the purpose of renewing the Lease to the existing tenant of the 

land. 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

In accordance with current budget allocations. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Local Government Regulation 2012 

Community Leasing Policy 

5. CONSULTATION 

• The Tansey Show Society Inc.  & Tansey Polocrosse Club Inc. 

• Coordinator Property and Land Management 

• Officer Property 

6. CONCLUSION 

It is considered appropriate for The Tansey Show Society Inc. & Tansey Polocrosse Club Inc. 

to be offered a further ten (10) year lease over Leased Area A Lot 36 SP259716 situated at 30 

Tansey Hall Road, Tansey. 
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M24/12/23 

Moved Cr HT Smerdon Seconded Cr BM Devereaux   

That Council: 

1. Approves the exception referred to in Chapter 6 Section 236 (1)(c)(iii) of the Local 

Government Regulation 2012 allowing Council to dispose of (through leasing) the 

subject land, other than by tender or auction, to the existing tenant of the land. 

2. Offers a Trustee Lease to the. The Tansey Show Society Inc. & Tansey Polocrosse 

Club Inc. in Council’s standard trustee community lease format, to include the 

following terms and conditions: 

a) Term of Lease – 10 years; 

b) Annual Rental – Rent will be reviewed annually on the anniversary of the 

commencement Date and increased in accordance with ‘Gympie Regional 

Council’s Fees and Charges’ for a Community Lease Agreement, currently 

$130.00 inclusive of GST; 

c) Use – Showground and Recreation – Sporting facility/community group; 

d) PLI – The Lessee to hold Public Liability Insurance in a sum not less than 

$20,000,000.00 or such other amount that Council Shall determine from 

time to time; 

e) Costs – All costs associated with the preparation, stamping and registration 

of the Lease are to be borne by the Lessee up to a maximum of $1,500.00. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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8.6 Proposed Trustee Lease Renewal Tin Can Bay Tennis Club Inc. - Lot 15 

Crown Plan MCH3168 

PORTFOLIO: Civil Works and Design, Asset Management, Facilities, Property and Open 

Space 

DIRECTORATE: Infrastructure Services 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

1. Community and Environment  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

Council currently leases part of the Trustee land located at Lot 15 Crown Plan MCH3168 

(Lease area B) to the Tin Can Bay Tennis Club Inc. for the Sport and Recreational purposes.  

The current Lease commenced March 2014 and expires in March 2024. and the Club has 

expressed their interest in continuing the agreement for another ten (10) years with similar 

terms and conditions as per the current Lease agreement. 

2. REPORT 

Property description:   Lot 15 CP MCH3168 (Lease area B) 

Location:     8 Whiting Street, Tin Can Bay  

Area:      1524m2 

Tenure:     Trustee 

Zoning:     Recreation 

Current Use:    Recreation and sporting facility 

Locality Plan:    See below 
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‘The famous Tiny Towns Tennis Tournament’; is just one of the Tin Can Bay Tennis Club’s most 

popular sporting events, which aims to promote friendly associations with players from other 

small and remote Tennis Clubs who would not normally be involved in a typical Tennis 

Tournament.  

In addition, the club ensure the courts are available for day and night play and there is 

always an open and warm invitation to all to join, the Club are all about being inclusive and 

accommodating to everyone no matter what your playing ability or game preferences are. 

The association has advised Council of its ongoing requirement for this facility and request 

the lease be renewed for a further ten (10) year term.  

In accordance with Chapter 6 Section 236(1)(c)(iii) of the Local Government Regulation 2012, 

Council may (by resolution) dispose of a valuable non-current asset other than by tender or 

auction if the disposal is for the purpose of renewing the Lease to the existing tenant of the 

land. 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

In accordance with current budget allocations. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Local Government Regulation 2012 

Community Leasing Policy 

5. CONSULTATION 

• Tin Can Bay Tennis Club Inc. 

• Coordinator Property and Land Management 

• Officer Property 

6. CONCLUSION 

It is considered appropriate for the Tin Can Bay Tennis Club Inc. to be offered a further ten 

(10) year lease over Leased Area B Lot 15 CP MCH3168 situated at 8 Whiting Street, Tin Can 

Bay. 

 

 

 

M25/12/23 

Moved Cr HT Smerdon Seconded Cr J Milne   

That Council: 

1. Approves the exception referred to in Chapter 6 Section 236 (1)(c)(iii) of the Local 

Government Regulation 2012 allowing Council to dispose of (through leasing) the 

subject land, other than by tender or auction, to the existing tenant of the land. 

2. Offers a Trustee Lease to the Tin Can Bay Tennis Club Inc. in Council’s standard 

trustee community lease format, to include the following terms and conditions: 

a) Term of Lease – 10 years; 

b) Annual Rental – Rent will be reviewed annually on the anniversary of the 

commencement Date and increased in accordance with ‘Gympie Regional 
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Council’s Fees and Charges’ for a Community Lease Agreement, currently 

$130.00 inclusive of GST; 

c) Use – Recreation and Sporting facility. 

d) PLI – The Lessee to hold Public Liability Insurance in a sum not less than 

$20,000,000.00 or such other amount that Council Shall determine from 

time to time; 

e) Costs – All costs associated with the preparation, stamping and registration 

of the Lease are to be borne by the Lessee up to a maximum of $1,500.00. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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8.7 RFT2022-23-022 DRFA Program - Construction Package 03 (Eastern 

Roads)  

PORTFOLIO: Civil Works and Design, Asset Management, Facilities, Property and Open 

Space 

DIRECTORATE: Infrastructure Services 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

KEY RESPONSE AREAS: 

2. Infrastructure and Economic Opportunity  

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

DRFA Event Activations 

The Gympie Region experienced intense rainfall events in January, February and May 2022 

which led to extensive flooding resulting in damage to essential public assets. In response to 

this damage to essential public assets, Council has successfully sought activation under 

Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangements (DRFA) for the following events:  

 

• Ex-Tropical Cyclone Seth, 29 December 2021 -10 January 2022 

• South East Queensland Rainfall and Flooding, 22 February - 5 April 2022  

• Southern Queensland Flooding, 6 - 20 May 2022 

 

Council should also note that good progress has been made concerning the overall 

procurement of construction contracts to deliver the DRFA Program to date, with all 

construction tenders bar one (1) having been now released to market, and over 50% of the 

flood affected areas now in recovery/construction phase. The final project is also progressing 

with detailed design underway. The tender for construction, representing the remaining 1.5% 

of the overall program value, is targeted to be released to market in mid-2024 upon 

completion of the detailed design process. 

 

Register of Prequalified Suppliers Arrangement RFP0522 for DRFA Construction 

Services - Major Works  

Through a Request for Proposal (RFP) process, Council established the Prequalified Supplier 

Arrangement RFP0522 DRFA Construction Services - Major Works at the November Ordinary 

meeting (refer M08/11/22). This panel arrangement consists of suitably qualified and 

experienced Civil Construction Contractors to supplement. the delivery of DRFA funded flood 

recovery works. 

 

Pre-tender Brief and Early Contractor Engagement Process 

A pre-tender briefing was held on 21 September 2023, 3pm. This pre-tender briefing was not 

mandatory. 
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This pre-tender briefing covered four projects/ contracts. A condensed Early Contractor 

Engagement process was undertaken, requesting contractors to nominate their interest in 

which contracts they were interested in tendering. 

 

The following contractors attended: Ark Group, Hazzell Bros, Durack, GRC Civil, SGQ, Brown 

Contractors, CMC, and Stabilis. A breakdown of which contract each contractors 

demonstrated interest in is provided on the next page. 

 

 

2. REPORT 

Tender Overview 

The RFT was issued on 20 October 2023 via VendorPanel to Suppliers on RFP0522 to 

establish a Schedule of Rates contract. The schedule of rates developed for tendering 

included a separate schedule to account for an expected increase in scope due to the nature 

of the flood damage on Council’s road network. 

 

REPA Submissions 

QRA approved submissions covered in this package are: 

• GyRC.0033 – Eastern Package 02 

• GyRC.0037 – Eastern Package 03 

• GyRC.0040 – Eastern Package 06 

• GyRC.0042 – Eastern Package 04 

• GyRC.0045 – Eastern Package 08 

• GyRC.0046 – Eastern Package 09 

• GyRC.0051 – Wilsons Pocket Road Bridge Betterment 

• GyRC.0056 – Roebuck Street 

 

The Council roads in Construction Package 03 (Eastern Roads) include: 

 

Separable Portion 01 

Alfred Street Barton Road Batchelor Road 

Benson Road Bushland Drive Chatsworth Road 

Diamondfield Road Dolphin Avenue Double Island Drive 

Emperor Street Endeavour Drive Esplanade 
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Everson Road Gleneagles Drive Grecian Bends Road 

Green Trees Road Griffin Esplanade Harkins Street 

Heilbronn Road Horton Road Hyland Road 

Inglewood Road Kiaka Road Kirsten Drive 

Lynch Road Marco Polo Drive Marys Creek Road 

Moy Pocket Gap Road OKeeffe Road Old Gympie Road 

Old Imbil Road Old Veteran Road Palm Drive 

Popes Road Poulsen Road Quinlan Road 

Rifle Range Road Rodney Road Roebuck Street 

Settlement Road Silky Oak Drive Smith Road 

Snowgum Avenue Stumm Road Toolara Road 

Treeby Road Trevally Street Tucker Street 

Waldock Road Whelan Road Williams Road 

Wilton Road Wises Road Witham Road 

Separable Portion 02 

Allen Road Anne Marie Road Ash Road 

Atkinson Road Balkin Street Ballard Road 

Beenham Valley Road Belvedere Road Benian Road 

Boyle Road Bruce Highway 10B Service 

Road 

Bryant Road 

Bull Street Bullock Point Road Burridge Connection Road 

Burridge Road Butler Road Butler Street 

Ces Rivers Road Chatsworth Road Service 

Road 

Clarkson Drive 

Clematis Street Cooloola Way Coonoongibber Creek Road 

Corbet Road Corella Court Cox Road 

Daphne Road Davey Road De Castella Road 

Diggings Road Donald Drive Duggan Road 

Emerald Drive Enterprise Road Feros Road 

Garrick Street Geordie Road Gilliland Road 

Green Valley Drive Happy Jack Creek Road Happy Valley Road 

Heather Street Herron Road Lagoon Pocket Road 

Irvine Road Johns Road Johnstone Road 

Jubilee Road King Street Kirchner Avenue 

Kress Road Kurrajong Drive Laminex Road 

Lehman Road Little Channon Street Lobwein Road Section 1 

Lyndon Drive Lynne Drive Maori Lane 

Matthew Road Mauretania Avenue McLeod Lane 

Woondum Road Zircon Street Nicholas Christopher Drive 

Norman Point Access Road Normanby Hill Road Old Wolvi Road 

Osborne Court Parsons Road Petersen Road 

Phoenix Street Pine Valley Drive Pinewood Avenue 

Priddy Road Ray Myers Road Rocklea Drive 

Ross Road Sands Lane Scotts Road 

Smith Road Snapper Creek Road Stanley Lane 

Stephan Road Stuart Street Tarwhine Street 

Taylor Road Vantage Road Venardos Drive 
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Widgee Crossing Road Wilsons Pocket Road Service 

Road 

Wolvi Mountain Road 

 

 

 

Separable Portion 03 

Acacia Circle Alpha Road Deakin Court 

Doak Road Dominique Court English Road 

Furness Road Garrick Street Service Road Henry Parkes Drive 

Heritage Lane Koala Court Langara Drive 

Lasiandra Drive Loder Street Madill Park Access Road 

Megan Road Moreland Road Pedersen Road 

Perkins Road Roselea Avenue Rosslyn Road 

Sullivan Road Van Doren Road Williams Lane 

Separable Portion 04 

Amamoor Street Amy Street Anderson Road 

Andrea Avenue Antimony Road Ashton Road 

Barsby Road Bass Street Bath Road 

Bill James Road Bolderrow Road Bowling Club Road 

Brewery Road Bridge Creek Road Browns Road 

Bundy Road Canberra Avenue Carlson Road 

Cavanagh Road Chinamans Creek Road Collins Road 

Cooloola Drive Coppermine Creek Road Cullinane Road 

Cunningham Road Curra Road Dagun Pocket Road 

Dalee Street Delray Road Derrier Road 

Dixon Road Dobbos Road Domans Road 

Eclipse Court Edward Street Elizabeth Street 

Erins Knob Road Fairview Road Fishermans Pocket Road 

Fitzpatrick Road Fleming Road Gambling Road 

Gar Street Gear Road George Street 

Glastonbury Road Service 

Road 

Glenbar Road Glory Hill Road 

Goldburg Road Goldhill Road Goodyear Road 

Goomong Road Grant Street Gresham Road 

Grimley Road Groper Street Groundwater Road Service 

Road 

Hansen Road Harris Road Harvey Road 

Hay Road Hidden Place Hillcrest Court 

Hood Road Hutchins Road Ironstone Creek Road 

Jerry Creek Road Johnson Road Kelly Drive 

Kimberly Grange Court Knobby Glen Road Langley Road 

Laurel Road Lillis Road Litschner Road 

Little Road Lobwein Road Section 2 Long Road 

Lowe Road Lymburner Road Mackee Road 

Madill Road Margaret Street McLeish Road 

McVey Road Meadows Lane Meads Road 

Melbern Road Meredith Road Messmate Road 

Mitchell Creek Road Monarch Road Moorhouse Gully Road 
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Mountain View Road Mullaly Road Mullins Creek Road 

Nall Road Neilson Road Noakes Road 

Notley Road OConnell Road Old Bruce Highway Service 

Road 

Old Traveston Road Old Yabba Creek Road Oyster Parade 

Paling Road Peacons Pocket Road Phillips Road 

Pope Road Radtke Road Red Ridge Road 

Repeater Station Road Riley Road Riversdale Road 

Robinson Road Rocky Ridge Road Rodney Road 

Rumbalara Avenue Ryan Road Salmon Street 

Schachts Creek Road Scrubby Creek Road Smith Road 

Steele Road Stephens Street Sterling Road 

Sunset Road Sunshine Road Sutton Street 

Tailor Street Thomason Road Tinana Road 

Tunnel Road Verne Road Vines Road 

Visini Road Walker Road Wards Lane 

Wards Road Webster Road Whittle Road 

Wilcox Road Window Road Woodhill Road 

Yeltukka Road Young Road Younger Road 

Zerner Road Gap Road  

Separable Portion 05 

Albion Street Alice Street Andreassen Road 

Annita Way Araucaria Creek Road Aspennell Road 

Bath Street Bellwood Road Bergins Pocket Road 

Biddle Road Birt Road Breakneck Road 

Callemonda Road Channel Court Chippindall Road 

Claffey Road Doyle Road Dwyer Road 

Edwards Road Ernst Road Everett Road 

Forsdike Road Frayne Road Friedland Road 

Gavin Way George Street Gilldora Road 

Greenoak Road Hasthorpe Road Hilary Road 

Holding Road Hordern Road Hyne Estate Road 

Ilga Road Jones Road Jum Jum Road 

Juster Road Kelly Road Kenilworth Skyring Creek 

Road Service Road 

Klotz Road Lewis Road Marroo Road 

Marsden Street Melinda Road Meriki Road 

Meyers Street OFarrell Road Old Moy Pocket Road 

Park Lane Parkinson Road Pheasant Way 

Pitt Road Rasmine Street Red Gully Road 

Reeves Road Rianna Road Rozynski Road 

Rush Road Sanders Road Selwyn Street 

Smerdon Road Spiller Road Sutton Lane 

Timani Road Turner Road Valley Vista Road 

Van Velsen Road Walsh Road Warne Road 

Weber Road Wirin Court Yarrabin Road 

Yingani Road York Street Service Road York Street 

Separable Portion 06 
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Briere Road Collard Road Conway Court 

Crust Road Cumbrae Road Deans Road 

Douglas Road East Diggings Road Eljays Road 

Felicity Road Geiger Road Gibson Road 

Glen Musa Road Greenhalgh Road Heathcote Road 

Holland Road Buranda Road James Dean Road 

Jellick Road Mahon Road McGill Creek Road 

Neuendorf Road Old Greendale Road Percival Road 

Portas Road Pratt Road Reinke Road 

Samantha Drive Stockden Road Sweeney Court 

Sykes Road Tipuana Terrace Upper Eel Creek Road 

Wilson Road Wyuna Drive  

Separable Portion 07 

Wilsons Pocket Road McLeish Road  

Separable Portion 08 

Roebuck Street   

Separable Portion 09 

Bushland Drive Dolphin Avenue Emperor Street 

Green Trees Road Trevally Street Witham Road 

Kirchner Avenue Laminex Road Little Channon Street 

Maori Lane Mauretania Avenue Phoenix Street 

Pinewood Avenue Ray Myers Road Sands Lane 

Snapper Creek Road Bowling Club Road Canberra Avenue 

Chinamans Creek Road Goomong Road Groper Street 

Groundwater Road Service 

Road 

Long Road Sterling Road 

Walker Road Wards Road Webster Road 

 

2.2 Tender Evaluation 

2.2.1 Evaluation Criteria 

As outlined in the published RFP, the selection criteria were weighted as follows: 

Criterion Weighting 

Price 

• Total Cost of Contract or Extrapolated Schedule of Rates. 
40% 

Contract Experience and Capacity 

• Direct people who will be working on the project and their experience on 

similar projects.  

• Capacity & resourcing (any other competing contract commitments.) 

20% 

Methodology 

• Proposed timeline, programme, process, design, methodology, 

consultation methodology.  

• Cost effective and innovative delivery options proposed.  

• Capacity to deliver the works within timeframe specified.  

• Project specific HSEQ items. 

40% 

 

 Weighted Scores 

Name of Respondent Total Score 
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Durack Civil Pty Ltd 8.20 

Civil Mining and Construction Pty Ltd 7.09 

SGQ Pty Ltd 5.97 

Civlec Pty Ltd t/a GRC Civil 4.54 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

This project qualifies as “eligible expenditure” under the Queensland Disaster Funding 

Guidelines – June 2021 as costs for temporary employees, agency staff, contractors and/or 

consultants directly associated with the delivery of eligible works are 100% reimbursable by 

the DRFA. The current deadline for expenditure under this program in June 2025.  

 

If complimentary works (works that are not considered eligible works that would be funded 

by QRA) are ordered under this Contract, it will be the Contract Administrator’s responsibility 

to ensure the works ordered do not exceed any available Council allocated budget for 

complimentary works. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Items are consistent with the Procurement Policy. 

5. CONSULTATION 

The Evaluation Panel convened to assess the Tenders on 27 November 2023. The Panel 

included the following members: 

 

Position Organisation / Role 

Panel Chairman Director Infrastructure Services  

Technical Expert Contract Administration Lead (AECOM) 

Panel Member Manager Capital Delivery and Assets  

Probity Advisory / 

Auditor 

Senior Advisor (non-scoring member) (We 

Are Peak) 

 

The Evaluation Panel’s recommendation was reviewed by the Procurement Panel and 

endorsed by flying minute. 

6. CONCLUSION 

It is the Panel’s recommendation that Council proceed with accepting the Tender received 

from Durack Civil Pty Ltd for $27,632,402.56 (exclusive of GST). 

 

 

M26/12/23 

Moved Cr RA Fredman Seconded Cr HT Smerdon   

That Council accept the tender received from Durack Civil Pty Ltd for RFT2022-23-022 - 

2022 DRFA Program - Construction Package 03 (Eastern Roads) for the amount of 

$27,632,402.56 (exclusive of GST). 

That Council delegate the authority to the Chief Executive Officer to take all action 

necessary including negotiation and executing works relating to the above contract with 
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Durack Civil Pty Ltd for RFT2022-23-022 - 2022 DRFA Program - Construction Package 

03 (Eastern Roads). 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 

Question on Notice – Cr Devereaux requested, based on the previous report presented to 

Council advising that road resurfacing was currently sitting at 26 years, could information be 

presented advising of the ongoing improvement of the resurfacing of the road network, 

following the work being carried out under the DRFA Road Construction Program. 
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SECTION 9: PORTFOLIO COUNCILLOR REPORTS  

 

Portfolio report presented by Cr RA Fredman for Division 8 – Mary Valley 

 

Councillor Fredman spoke to Council in relation to the closure of the Mary Valley business, 

Cooloola Milk after 20 years.  

 

Cr Fredman advised that business owner Dick Schroder has employed 20 people in this 

business over the 20 years and as of Thursday 14 December 2023 Cooloola Milk will close. 

 

The closure of this business is an end of an era of the supply of what Cr Fredman believes to 

be the best milk in Queensland if not further. With all the good coffee shops on the coast 

using this milk.  

 

Due to the fact that Cooloola Milk will soon become extinct Cr Fredman encouraged all to go 

and buy what they can.  

 

 

Lunch break at 11.58am  

 

 

Meeting recommenced at 12.42am   

 

SECTION 10: GENERAL BUSINESS   
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SECTION 11: IN COMMITTEE  

 

 COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE 

 

The Mayor advised the meeting that Council was going “Into Committee” to discuss: 

1. Borumba Pumped Hydro Energy Storage - Agreement 

For Council Road Improvements 

2. Infrastructure Charges Request 

3. Sale Of Land For Arrears Of Rates  
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M27/12/23 

Moved Cr NG Jensen Seconded Cr HT Smerdon   

That pursuant to the provisions of Section 254J of the Local Government Regulation 

2012, Council resolves to close the meeting to the public and move “into committee” to 

consider the following matter/s:- 

1. Borumba Pumped Hydro Energy Storage - Agreement For Council Road 

Improvements 

This item will be dealt with in-committee in accordance with s254J(3)(i) of the 

Local Government Regulation 2012 as it requires discussion of a matter the local 

government is required to keep confidential under a law of, or formal 

arrangement with, the Commonwealth or a State. 

To be discussed: 

As required by s.254J(5)(b), please provide an overview of what is to be discussed 

while the meeting is closed. This purpose will appear in the Public Minutes. 

2. Infrastructure Charges Request 

This item will be dealt with in-committee in accordance with s254J(3)(e) of the 

Local Government Regulation 2012 as it requires discussion of legal advice 

obtained by the local government or legal proceedings involving the local 

government including, for example, legal proceedings that may be taken by or 

against the local government. 

To be discussed: 

As required by s.254J(5)(b), please provide an overview of what is to be discussed 

while the meeting is closed. This purpose will appear in the Public Minutes. 

3. Sale Of Land For Arrears Of Rates 

This item will be dealt with in-committee in accordance with s254J(3)(h) of the 

Local Government Regulation 2012 as it requires discussion of negotiations 

relating to the taking of land by the local government under the Acquisition of 

Land Act 1967. 

To be discussed: 

As required by s.254J(5)(b), please provide an overview of what is to be discussed 

while the meeting is closed. This purpose will appear in the Public Minutes.  

 

Further, that in relation to the provisions of Section 171 of the Local Government Act 

2009, Council resolves that following the closing of the meeting to the public and the 

moving ‘into committee’ that all matters and all documents (whether in hard copy, 

electronic, optical, visual or magnetic form) discussed, raised, tabled and/or considered 

whilst the meeting is closed and ‘in committee’, are confidential to the Council and the 

Council wishes to keep them confidential. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 

 

Council went into committee at 12.43pm 



Ordinary Meeting Minutes 13 December 2023 

 

Page 107 of 313 

 COUNCIL OUT OF COMMITTEE 

 

M28/12/23 

Moved Cr HT Smerdon Seconded Cr BM Devereaux   

That proceedings be resumed in Open Council. 

 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 

 

  

Council moved out of committee at 1.11pm 
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11.1 Borumba Pumped Hydro Energy Storage - Agreement For Council Road 

Improvements 

PORTFOLIO: Civil Works and Design, Asset Management, Facilities, Property and Open 

Space 

DIRECTORATE: Infrastructure Services 

DOC ID:       

This item is in-committee in accordance with s254J(3)(i) of the Local Government Regulation 

2012  - a matter the local government is required to keep confidential under a law of, or 

formal arrangement with, the Commonwealth or a State.  

 

M29/12/23 

Moved Cr HT Smerdon Seconded Cr RA Fredman   

That Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to submit the tender offer 

documents and enter into a contractual arrangement with Queensland Hydro for Access 

Improvement Works on Local Roads. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley, Cr BM Devereaux and Cr J Milne 

AGAINST: Nil 
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11.2 Infrastructure Charges Request 

PORTFOLIO: Planning and Regulatory Compliance 

DIRECTORATE: Community Sustainability 

DOC ID:       

This item is in-committee in accordance with s254J(3)(e) of the Local Government Regulation 

2012  - legal advice obtained by the local government or legal proceedings involving the 

local government including, for example, legal proceedings that may be taken by or against 

the local government.  

 

That Council advise the writer that the infrastructure charges currently owing in relation 

to development approval KDA0030 will not be waived. 

Alternative motion proposed. 

M30/12/23  

Moved Cr HT Smerdon Seconded Cr NG Jensen  

That Council advise the writer that the infrastructure charges currently owing in relation 

to development approval KDA0030 are waived. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA Waldock, Cr WA 

Polley and Cr BM Devereaux 

AGAINST: Cr DH Stewart 

 

The reason for the alternative motion was due to the original recommendation not fulfilling 

the intention of Council to support development, business, and growth. Specifically, to align 

to Council’s Corporate Plan Strategic Priorities 2.3 and 2.6.  

 

Cr Milne voiced a procedural point of order in relation to the process for the alternative 

motion being moved, referencing 19.2 of the Standing Orders.  

 

Mayor Hartwig responded to Cr Milne in his role as Chairperson on the motion and point of 

order raised.  

 

The Chairperson determined there was unsuitable meeting conduct, by verbally critiquing the 

Chairperson, by enacting 40.3 (40.7.3) and requesting Cr Milne withdraw their comments, 

upon failure to comply, the Chairperson made an order under 40.7 (40.7.5), requesting Cr 

Milne ‘leave the meeting’.  

 

Cr Milne left the meeting at 1.13pm and did not return for the remainder of the meeting. 
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11.3 Sale Of Land For Arrears Of Rates 

PORTFOLIO: IT and Finance 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate Services 

DOC ID:       

This item is in-committee in accordance with s254J(3)(h) of the Local Government Regulation 

2012  - negotiations relating to the taking of land by the local government under the 

Acquisition of Land Act 1967.  

M31/12/23 

Moved Cr BM Devereaux Seconded Cr HT Smerdon   

That Council resolves: 

1. In accordance with Section 140(2) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 to sell 

the property identified as Assessment No 1504 Property Description Lot 1 on Crown 

Plan No MPH 6835.  

2. In accordance with Section 140(3) of the Local Government Regulation 2012 that a 

Notice of Intention to Sell be issued for the property. 

3. To delegate to the Chief Executive Officer its power to take all further steps under 

Chapter 4, Part 12, Division 3 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 to effect 

sale of the land or end the sale procedures if appropriate. 

Carried 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley and Cr BM Devereaux  

AGAINST: Nil 

M32/12/23  

Moved Cr DH Stewart Seconded Cr WA Polley  

That Council resolve to commence proceedings to acquire the property described as 

Assessment No 40723. 

Carried / Lost 

FOR: Cr HT Smerdon, Cr DH Stewart, Cr RA Fredman, Cr NG Jensen, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr SA 

Waldock, Cr WA Polley and Cr BM Devereaux 

AGAINST: Nil 
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SECTION 12: ATTACHMENTS 

 

4.1 Petition for No Fluoride 

ATTACHMENT 1 PETITION FOR NO FLUORIDE 27 NOVEMBER 2023 ................................................. 113 

 

6.2 November 2023 Finance Report 

ATTACHMENT 1 NOVEMBER 2023 FINANCE REPORT .......................................................................... 169 

 

7.1 Community Sustainability Directorate Report 

ATTACHMENT 1 GYMPIE REGIONAL LIBRARIES ACTIVITY REPORT AUGUST-OCTOBER 2023 ......... 192 

ATTACHMENT 2 CUSTOMER CONTACT TEAM STATISTICAL REPORT AUGUST-OCTOBER 2023 ...... 201 

ATTACHMENT 3 ARTS COMMUNITY AND CULTURE ACTVITY REPORT AUGUST-NOVEMBER 

2023 205 

ATTACHMENT 4 COMMERCIAL SERVICES ACTIVITY REPORT AUGUST-OCTOBER 2023 ................... 214 

 

7.2 Customer Service Charter 

ATTACHMENT 1 CUSTOMER SERVICE CHARTER 2019 ......................................................................... 219 

ATTACHMENT 2 REVISED CUSTOMER SERVICE CHARTER 2023 .......................................................... 221 

 

7.3 Heritage Reference Group Update 

ATTACHMENT 1 HERITAGE REFERENCE GROUP CHARTER (DRAFT) 2023 ......................................... 223 

ATTACHMENT 2 HERITAGE REFERENCE GROUP CHARTER 2020 ......................................................... 228 

ATTACHMENT 3 HERITAGE REFERENCE GROUP CHARTER - DRAFT JULY 2023 - 

HIGHLIGHTED ................................................................................................................ 233 

 

7.4 Wishlist House - Waiving of Plumbing Application Fees 

ATTACHMENT 1 WISHLIST HOUSE GYMPIE INFORMATION AND MEDIA PACK ................................. 238 

 

7.5 Planning Scheme - Amendment Package 3 Public Consultation Summary and 

Recommendations 

ATTACHMENT 1 CONSULTATION REPORT - AMENDMENT PACKAGE 3 - AUGUST 2023 ................ 245 

ATTACHMENT 2 ATTACHMENT 2 - RURAL ZONE CODE TOURIST PARK PROVISIONS ....................... 253 

ATTACHMENT 3 TOURIST PARKS - COMPLIANCE MATTERS AND CUSTOMER COMPLAINTS 

RAISED JANUARY 2022 TO NOVEMBER 2023 .......................................................... 255 

 

7.6 Temporary Local Planning Instrument - Biodiversity Protection. 

ATTACHMENT 1 MINISTER'S CORRESPONDENCE .................................................................................. 260 

ATTACHMENT 2 NEW TLPI PROTECTION OF BIODIVERSITY VALUES .................................................. 262 
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7.8 Community Grants Program 2023/24 - Environment 

ATTACHMENT 1 ENVIRONMENT PROGRAM GRANT CATEGORY GUIDELINES 2023-24 .................. 307   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 1.18pm 

 

 

 

Confirmed this                              day of               20 

 

 

 

________________________ 

Cr GC Hartwig  

CHAIRMAN
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