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The meeting commenced at 9.01am. 

PRESENT: Mayor Cr MW Curran (Chairman), Crs MA McDonald, GC Hartwig, 

MS Gear, DW Dodt, DH Stewart, HT Smerdon, WR Leitch and 

JK Cochrane.  

 

Also in attendance were Chief Executive Officer (Mr BJ Smith), Director 

Planning & Development (Ms G Vereker), Director Infrastructure 

Services (Mr D Scordalides), Acting Director Corporate and Community 

Services (Mrs H Kelly), Executive Manager – Water Business Unit 

(Ms M Zeilinga), General Manager Design Services (Mr L O’Brien), 

Manager Property (Mrs D Jenkins), Chief Financial Officer (Mr M Booth), 

Coordinator – Management Accounting (Mrs D Hatherell), Manager – 

Development & Compliance (Mrs T Stenholm), Manager Building and 

Plumbing (Mr R Prout), and Minutes Clerk (Mrs S Lowe).  

 

DISCLOSURE OF INTERESTS BY COUNCILLORS 

 

M09/02/17 – Cr Cochrane - Material Personal Interest  

SECTION 1: OPEN WITH PRAYER 

Rev Gary McClintock, from Gympie Wesleyan Methodist Church offered 

a prayer for the advancement of the region and the true welfare of its 

people. 

 

One Minute’s silence was observed for family and friends of deceased 

residents of the region. 

 

SECTION 2: APOLOGIES / LEAVE OF ABSENCE   

 

SECTION 3: CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 

 

M01/02/17 Moved Cr DH Stewart Seconded Cr DW Dodt  

That the Minutes of the Gympie Regional Council Ordinary Meeting held 

on 25 January 2017 be taken as read and confirmed. 

 

Carried 

 FOR: Cr MW Curran, Cr MA McDonald, Cr WR Leitch, Cr JK Cochrane, 

Cr DW Dodt, Cr MS Gear, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr HT Smerdon and Cr DH Stewart 

AGAINST: Nil 

  

 



Ordinary Meeting Minutes 15 February 2017 3 
 

Gympie Regional Council 

SECTION 4: PETITIONS  
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SECTION 5: PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT 

5.1 Building Approvals for January 2017 

PORTFOLIO: Planning and Development 

DIRECTORATE: Planning and Development 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

STRATEGIC THEMES: 

3. Governance - cohesive, responsible and transparent 

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

A report detailing building activity within the Region for the month, with a 

comparison over the last five years, is presented for Council’s information. 

2. REPORT 

The Building Approvals Report and the Statistics Graph for January 2017 are 

included as an attachment. 
 

A total of 64 Building Approvals were issued for the month of January, of 

which 38 approvals were issued by Private Building Certifiers and 26 were 

issued by Council Building Certifiers. The total number of approvals for 

January included 16 new dwellings. 
 

In comparison a total of 56 Building Approvals were issued in January 2016 

with a total of 17 new dwellings approved for that same period.  
 

The graphs attached demonstrate that the total number of Building Approvals 

issued for the month of January 2017 is above the same period for the last five 

years with the exception of 2015, when there were a total of 66 approvals for 

the month of January. 
 

The overall trend for the year is demonstrated when 2017 figures are 

compared with the number of overall approvals issued for the year to date (as 

at end of January), for the last five years:  
 

 January 2017 total approvals year to date – 64 

 January 2016 total approvals year to date – 56 

 January 2015 total approvals year to date – 66 

 January 2014 total approvals year to date – 49 

 January 2013 total approvals year to date – 25 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Council’s Building Services Team is maintaining its increased market share in 

the Region’s building certification business, and as such, maintaining its 

predicted revenue in the 2016/2017 financial year.   
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4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

There are no policy implications. 

5. CONSULTATION 

Director – Planning and Development 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

⇩1. Building Approvals for January 2017  
  

M02/02/17 Moved Cr MA McDonald Seconded Cr DW Dodt  

That Council notes the report. 

 

Carried 

 FOR: Cr MW Curran, Cr MA McDonald, Cr WR Leitch, Cr JK Cochrane, 

Cr DW Dodt, Cr MS Gear, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr HT Smerdon and Cr DH Stewart 

AGAINST: Nil 
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SECTION 6: CORPORATE AND COMMUNITY SERVICES 

6.1 December Monthly Financial Report 

PORTFOLIO: Governance, Finance, Disaster Management 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate and Community Services 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

STRATEGIC THEMES: 

3. Governance - cohesive, responsible and transparent 

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

Council’s financial report as at 31 December 2016 is provided for Council’s 

information. 

 

Council, at its meeting of 7 December 2016 adopted the 2016/2017 First 

Budget Review, as presented within the report titled ‘2016/2017 First Budget 

Review’ (Council Minute Number M19/12/16). 

 

The December 2016 financial statements provide a comparison of actual 

results to the adopted budget for the first 6 months of 2016/17. 

2. REPORT 

Operating Revenue of $44.2M is $0.6 below budget  

Operating Expenditure of $43.1M is $2.6M below budget  

Operating Surplus of $1M is $1.5M above budget 

 

Capital Income of $4.0M is $1.8M below budget 

Net Surplus of $5.0M is $0.2M (4.6%) below budget 

 

The variance for the December year to date  operating revenue is primarily as 

a result of  timing delays in processing waste management revenue 

transactions and the significantly higher than anticipated take up of the rates 

discount by ratepayers for the first rates run. 

 

The positive variance for December’s operating expenditure is primarily due 

to: 

•  Favourable weather conditions which have reduced maintenance costs for 

Infrastructure Services activities, especially parks and reserves, and 

 

• The timing of operational project expenditure not being linear in nature, i.e. 

there can be gaps between planning and completion stages. It is forecast that 

the costs of these projects will be fully expended by 30 June 2017. 
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Capital Income received to the 31 December 2016 is under budget due to 

delays in the receipt of grant and subsidy funding from Federal and State 

departments.  Approximately $2.5M in capital subsidies have been received by 

Council since 31 December 2016  

 

Adjustments to these additional Subsidy Income streams have been included 

in the Second Budget Review for Council’s consideration. 

 

In conjunction with the role out of our new financial management reporting 

module, Financial Services will continue to work with Council Directorates to 

adjust the monthly budgets so that they better reflect the timing of 

transactions, therefore providing more valid comparisons. 

 

The Statement of Financial Position as at 31 December 2016 compares the 

Council’s Assets, Liabilities and Community Equity position to the previous 

financial year, for the same period, being December 2015. Overall results are 

tracking as expected. 

 

The Investment Report as at 31 December 2016 compares the Council’s 

invested funds to the previous financial year. This comparison shows the 

Council currently has $61.7M invested, compared with $80.9M at this time last 

financial year. The reduction in investments primarily reflects the use of cash 

to fund the Aquatic Centre in lieu of borrowings as initially indicated in the 

budget. The cash position is further impacted by the drop in revenue as noted 

above. The majority of funds are held with the Queensland Treasury 

Corporation and receive an interest rate return of approximately 2.57%. 

 

The Rate Collection Report as at 31 December 2016 compares the Council’s 

Rate collection to the previous financial year (December 2015). Currently the 

rates arrears is 16.61% (compared with 20.60% in December 2015). The 

resulting decrease in arrears primarily reflects the 10% discount available to 

ratepayers for the first half rate notice in 2016/17 compared to 5% discount 

for the same period in 2015/16.  A better picture will be available after the 

second half yearly rating period in February 2017 where the removal of the 

credit card surcharge is also likely to have a positive impact.  

 

The Capital Budget Year to Date Report (by Directorate and by Asset Type) 

and the associated graphs show that as at 31 December 2016, $26.3M of 

Council’s capital works program was financially committed/expended against 

a budget forecast of $28.1M. This variance is consistent with expenditure on 

capital projects which tends to be somewhat lower in the initial planning and 

design phases. 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

There are no significant budget implications stemming from the December 

transactions. 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Monthly management reporting and quarterly forecasts are in line with 

Council policy and the Local Government Act 2009. 
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5. CONSULTATION 

Consultation has occurred with all Managers, Directors and the Chief Executive 

Officer. 

6. CONCLUSION 

Council’s financial statements for the month ending 31 December 2016 

provide a comparison of actual results to the first quarter budget review 

adopted by Council (Council Minute Number M19/12/16). 
 

ATTACHMENTS 

⇩1. December Monthly Finance Report  
  

M03/02/17 Moved Cr MA McDonald Seconded Cr JK Cochrane  

That the financial statements "as attached" for the period ended 31 

December 2016 be noted. 

 

Carried 

 FOR: Cr MW Curran, Cr MA McDonald, Cr WR Leitch, Cr JK Cochrane, 

Cr DW Dodt, Cr MS Gear, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr HT Smerdon and Cr DH Stewart 

AGAINST: Nil 
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SECTION 7: OFFICE OF THE CEO  
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SECTION 8: INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

8.1 Bullock Point Boat Ramp 

PORTFOLIO: Infrastructure Services 

DIRECTORATE: Infrastructure Services 

DOC ID:        

 

LINKS TO CORPORATE/OPERATIONAL PLAN  

STRATEGIC THEMES: 

1. Infrastructure - planned, connected and safe 

2. Economic development - vibrant, strong and resilient 

4. Environment - sustainable, managed and healthy 

 

1. BACKGROUND AND PREVIOUS COUNCIL CONSIDERATION 

The Department of Transport and Main Roads (TMR) has allocated funding in 

the 2016/17 and 2017/18 financial years to replace the existing dilapidated 

boat ramp at Bullock Point. 

 

The new ramp will be 2 lanes wide with a floating pontoon on the southern 

side. It will be designed to allow use by both trailer boats and the Fraser Island 

barges for necessary loading and refuelling.  

 

The existing car park is an informal, gravel surfaced area. Before TMR will 

proceed with the boat ramp upgrade, it requires Council to accept 

responsibility for the construction and maintenance of an improved parking 

area. 
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2. REPORT 

 

The Department has prepared a Deed of Agreement. The key obligations 

defined in the Deed are summarised below. 

 

TMR will: 

 arrange conversion of the necessary area of unallocated state land to 

road reserve, 

 design, fund, obtain statutory approvals for and construct the boat 

ramp and floating walkway by the end of 2017, 

 fund the future maintenance and repair of the boat ramp and floating 

walkway. 

Council will 

 design, fund, obtain statutory approvals for and construct parking in 

stages, with the first stage to be constructed by 30 June 2018, 

 manage and maintain the boat ramp and car park with ramp 

maintenance costs to be reimbursed by TMR. 

 

The first stage of the car park, to be located on the existing cleared and gravel 

car park, can be constructed at a cost of not more than $250,000. 

 

Beyond the stage 1 car park described above, the Deed allows for additional 

parking to be constructed in the future subject to Council’s assessment of 

demand and future budgeting. 

 

Council’s ability to provide parking beyond stage 1 and the cost of such will 

also be dependent on Council applying for and being granted state 

government approval for vegetation clearing. Stage 2 of the car park will 

require removal of vegetation known to support a number of threatened 
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species. Approval may also be required under federal legislation. If approvals 

are achieved, there may be resultant offsets required. It is therefore 

appropriate that the Deed does not bind Council to implementation of stage 2 

as there is a level of uncertainty about the outcome. (Note that the issues 

involved in Stage 2 of the par parking, and the likely ultimate extent of 

parking, will be investigated during the design for Stage 1.) 

 

The Deed does not oblige Council to upgrade Bullock Point Road to a sealed 

standard. However it is expected that this would be warranted in the medium 

to long term, again subject to traffic demand and future budgeting. 

3. BUDGET IMPLICATIONS 

Approximate costs, timings and responsibilities for the initial and ultimate 

development of the facility are summarised below. 

Work item Timing Responsibility Approx. 

Cost 

Construct ramp and 

walkway 

30 Dec 2017 TMR $1.2M 

Construct car park – 

stage 1 (min 15 

spaces) 

30 June 2018 GRC $0.25M 

Construct additional 

car parking, toilets, 

picnic tables, shade 

shelters, pathways 

etc 

No timeframe 

(at Council’s 

discretion) 

GRC $1.6M 

Seal Bullock Point 

Road 

No timeframe 

(at Council’s 

discretion) 

GRC $1.6M 

 

4. POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. The funding arrangements and management responsibilities proposed by 

TMR are standard for new boat ramps constructed by the state government. 

5. CONSULTATION 

The following parties have been consulted to date: 

- TMR marine facilities staff 

- Operator of Mantaray barges 

- DNRM 

- GRC Planning and Development 

- GRC Infrastructure Services 

6. CONCLUSION 

TMR will upgrade the ramp in 2017 provided council agrees to construct an 

initial upgrade to the car parking. This will require a commitment from Council 

in its 2017/18 budget of $250,000. 

 

Future upgrades to car parking and the lead in road will be Council’s 

responsibility but would be provided at Council’s discretion according to 
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usage, availability of funding and priority relative to other needs and subject 

to obtaining the required environmental approvals. 

 

M04/02/17 Moved Cr WR Leitch Seconded Cr MA McDonald  

That Council authorises the Chief Executive Officer to sign the Deed of 

Agreement with TMR for the upgrading the boat ramp and car-trailer 

park at Bullock Point. 

 

Carried 

 FOR: Cr MW Curran, Cr MA McDonald, Cr WR Leitch, Cr JK Cochrane, 

Cr DW Dodt, Cr MS Gear, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr HT Smerdon and Cr DH Stewart 

AGAINST: Nil 

    

 

 

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 
 
The Meeting adjourned for morning tea at 9.19am. 
 
RESUMPTION OF MEETING 
 
The Meeting resumed at 9.37am.
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 COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE 

 

The Mayor advised the meeting that Council was going “Into Committee” to 

discuss: 

1. 2016/17 Second Budget Review 

2. Acquisition of Land - Upgrade of Council Sewerage Infrastructure 

3. Acquisition of Land - Business Activity - Saleyards Precinct 

4. Development Application for Reconfiguring a Lot - Subdivision to 

Create Four (4) New Lots from Two (2) Existing Titles at 25 Corella Road 

& 2 Shields Street, Gympie  

 

M05/02/17 Moved Cr MA McDonald Seconded Cr DW Dodt  

That pursuant to the provisions of Section 275 of the Local Government 

Regulation 2012, Council resolves to close the meeting to the public and 

move “into committee” to consider the following matter/s:- 

1. 2016/17 Second Budget Review 

2. Acquisition of Land - Upgrade of Council Sewerage 

Infrastructure 

3. Acquisition of Land - Business Activity - Saleyards Precinct 

4. Development Application for Reconfiguring a Lot - Subdivision 

to Create Four (4) New Lots from Two (2) Existing Titles at 25 

Corella Road & 2 Shields Street, Gympie  

 

Further, that in relation to the provisions of Section 171 of the Local 

Government Act 2009, Council resolves that following the closing of the 

meeting to the public and the moving ‘into committee’ that all matters 

and all documents (whether in hard copy, electronic, optical, visual or 

magnetic form) discussed, raised, tabled and/or considered whilst the 

meeting is closed and ‘in committee’, are confidential to the Council and 

the Council wishes to keep them confidential. 

 

Carried 

 FOR: Cr MW Curran, Cr MA McDonald, Cr WR Leitch, Cr JK Cochrane, 

Cr DW Dodt, Cr MS Gear, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr HT Smerdon and Cr DH Stewart 

AGAINST: Nil 

 

ADJOURNMENT OF MEETING 
 
The Meeting adjourned at 10.39am. 
 
RESUMPTION OF MEETING 

  
 The Meeting resumed at 10.50am 
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 COUNCIL OUT OF COMMITTEE 

 

M06/02/17 Moved Cr JK Cochrane Seconded Cr DW Dodt  

That proceedings be resumed in Open Council. 

 

Carried 

 FOR: Cr MW Curran, Cr MA McDonald, Cr WR Leitch, Cr JK Cochrane, 

Cr DW Dodt, Cr MS Gear, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr HT Smerdon and Cr DH Stewart 

AGAINST: Nil 
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SECTION 9: IN COMMITTEE 

9.1 2016/17 Second Budget Review 

PORTFOLIO: Governance, Finance, Disaster Management 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate and Community Services 

DOC ID:       

This item is in-committee in accordance with s275(1)(c) of the Local 

Government Regulation 2012  - the local government budget.  

 

M07/02/17 Moved Cr DH Stewart Seconded Cr GC Hartwig  

That the Council adopts the revised operational budget and capital 

program as outlined in the attachments to this report. 

 

Carried 

 FOR: Cr MW Curran, Cr MA McDonald, Cr WR Leitch, Cr JK Cochrane, 

Cr DW Dodt, Cr MS Gear, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr HT Smerdon and Cr DH Stewart 

AGAINST: Nil 
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9.2 Acquisition of Land - Upgrade of Council Sewerage Infrastructure 

PORTFOLIO: Water and Sewerage and Waste Management 

DIRECTORATE: Office of the CEO 

DOC ID:       

This item is in-committee in accordance with s275(1)(e) of the Local 

Government Regulation 2012  - contracts proposed to be made by it.  

 

M08/02/17 Moved Cr JK Cochrane Seconded Cr GC Hartwig  

That:  

(i) An irrigation and power/pipework access agreement be 

presented to the owners for negotiation. 

 

(ii) should agreement not be reached within 1 month, that council 

considers in view of the matters set out in the report that 

failing acquisition by agreement, Council compulsorily acquire 

the necessary lands under the Acquisition of Land Act 1967 

(“the Act”) the land described as Lot 2 RP207018 and Lot 117 

CP FY 2605 (“the land”) for sewage farms, sewerage and 

disposal works and depots purposes as referred to under 

Schedule 1 Part 11 (Purposes relating to sanitation) of the 

Acquisition of Land Act 1967; 

 

(ii) Council serves on the registered owners a Notice of Intention 

to Resume in accordance with the Acquisition of Land Act 1967 

(ALA Act) and the Chief Executive Officer be delegated the 

authority to take all necessary and reasonable appropriate 

action to effect the acquisition including issue of amended 

notices of intention to resume, receipt and consideration of 

written and personal objections issued pursuant to sections 7 

and 8 of the ALA Act, discontinuance of the resumption, and 

payment of appropriate compensation in accordance with the 

requirements of the ALA Act; 

 

(iii) The Chief Executive Officer or a representative authorised by 

him/her in writing be delegated the authority to hear and 

consider any objections made pursuant to section 8 of the ALA 

Act on a date and time to be prescribed in the notices of 

intention to resume. 

 

Carried 

 FOR: Cr MW Curran, Cr MA McDonald, Cr WR Leitch, Cr JK Cochrane, 
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Cr DW Dodt, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr HT Smerdon and Cr DH Stewart 

AGAINST: Cr MS Gear  
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MATERIAL PERSONAL INTEREST 
 
In accordance with Section 172 of the Local Government Act 
2009; 
 
Cr Cochrane declared a Material Personal Interest in Minute M09/02/17 
due to being employed by the saleyards agent and left the meeting at 
10.59am. 

 

9.3 Acquisition of Land - Business Activity - Saleyards Precinct 

PORTFOLIO: Business Activities 

DIRECTORATE: Corporate and Community Services 

DOC ID:       

This item is in-committee in accordance with s275(1)(e) of the Local 

Government Regulation 2012  - contracts proposed to be made by it.  

 

M09/02/17 Moved Cr WR Leitch Seconded Cr DW Dodt  

That Council authorises the Mayor and Chief Executive Officer to enter 

into a contract for the acquisition of Lot 3 on CP MPH24290 in accordance 

with the report. 

 

Carried 

 FOR: Cr MW Curran, Cr MA McDonald, Cr WR Leitch, Cr DW Dodt, Cr MS Gear, 

Cr GC Hartwig, Cr HT Smerdon and Cr DH Stewart 

AGAINST: Nil 

 Cr Cochrane returned to the meeting at 11.00am. 

 

 

 

.
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9.4 Development Application for Reconfiguring a Lot - Subdivision to 

Create Four (4) New Lots from Two (2) Existing Titles at 25 Corella 

Road & 2 Shields Street, Gympie 

PORTFOLIO: Planning and Development 

DIRECTORATE: Planning and Development 

DOC ID: 2015-1269     

This item is in-committee in accordance with s275(1)(g) of the Local 

Government Regulation 2012  - any action to be taken by the local 

government under the Planning Act, including deciding applications made to 

it under that Act.  
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M10/02/17 Moved Cr MA McDonald Seconded Cr DH Stewart  

That Council, as Assessment Manager, REFUSES Development Application 

for Reconfiguring a Lot – Subdivision to Create Four (4) New Lots from 

Two (2) Existing Titles on Lot 1 SP177854 and Lot 101 SP199607 located 

at 25 Corella Road & 2 Shields Street, Gympie for the following reasons: 

1. The proposed development is in conflict with the Gympie Regional 

Council Planning Scheme 2013. 

2. The proposed development creates an additional sport and 

recreation zoned lot and demand for such land has not been 

sufficiently provided. 

3. The application proposes dedication of land in the Sport and 

Recreation zone for the purposes of access to residential lots, which 

necessitates a material change of use application. 

4. The proposed development does not have a safe and practical access 

to the existing street network of Corella Road. 

5. An option is available to the applicant through negotiation with the 

Body Corporate to have the access for all of the proposed lots 

through the common property of Lot 0 SP177855 as initially 

intended. 

6. The development is unlikely to facilitate orderly and cohesive 

development on adjacent and nearby lands. The applicant will be 

required to negotiate with the Body Corporate for the Gympie Pines 

Fairway Villas in relation to the provision of infrastructure. 

7. It is unreasonable for a condition of approval to be imposed to 

require the construction of a left turn entry land into the proposed 

access handle for the amount of lots proposed. 

8. The subdivision will conflict with the intended purpose for Lot 101 

SP199607 as created through development approval (DA10463: 

Preliminary Approval to Override the Planning Scheme for a 

Material Change of Use of Premises – Multi-Unit Accommodation 

(90 Units) and Reconfiguring a Lot – Boundary Alteration) 

conflicting with section 313 (3) (b) of the Sustainable Planning Act 

2009. 

 

Carried 

 FOR: Cr MW Curran, Cr MA McDonald, Cr WR Leitch, Cr JK Cochrane, 

Cr DW Dodt, Cr MS Gear, Cr GC Hartwig, Cr HT Smerdon and Cr DH Stewart 

AGAINST: Nil 
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SECTION 10: ATTACHMENTS 

 

5.1 Building Approvals for January 2017 

ATTACHMENT 1 BUILDING APPROVALS FOR JANUARY 2017 ............................................ 23 

 

6.1 December Monthly Financial Report 

ATTACHMENT 1 DECEMBER MONTHLY FINANCE REPORT ................................................. 32  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 11.01am. 

 

 

 

Confirmed this EIGHTH day of MARCH 2017 

 

 

 

________________________ 

Cr MW Curran  

CHAIRMAN 

alana.eberhard
Typewritten Text
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